Thinking About the Future
Sometimes life gets very busy and it is easy to put
off those tasks that are our least favorite. The PBS
Foundation is pleased to offer a few ways to assist
you with planning ahead. We are now offering an
online tool that simplifies the task of drafting your
will. Use it to create a will that is fully legal and valid
once signed. Or use it to create a draft to be reviewed
with your attorney before finalizing it. To further
assist you with planning, you may also request our
complimentary Estate Planning Workbook. Both
are free whether you choose to include the PBS
Foundation in your plans or not.

For more information, visit our
website at pbs.org/foundation
or send an email to
shcurry@pbs.org.

Access your free estate
planning tools directly at
www.freewill.com/pbsfoundation
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By the Numbers:
PBS Awards
& Honors
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Documentary awards
won by PBS at the
78th Annual Peabody
Awards: 7
PBS Documentaries
Nominated for an Oscar
at the 91st Annual
Academy Awards®: 3
Daytime Emmy®
Nominations for PBS
programming aired in
2018: 21
PBS KIDS’ ODD SQUAD
nominations for
Daytime Emmys®: 7

NO PASSPORT REQUIRED Returns
After a wildly successfully first season,
NO PASSPORT REQUIRED will return this fall
for another run on PBS. This culinary
adventure will find host Marcus
Samuelsson continuing to explore
the food and culture of America’s
thriving immigrant neighborhoods
in cities across the United
States. An immigrant himself
— born in Ethiopia, raised in
Sweden, and now a celebrated
chef, restaurateur, author,
and resident of Harlem —

Samuelsson is passionate about sharing
and celebrating the food of some of America’s
most vibrant communities.
Each episode of NO PASSPORT REQUIRED is filmed in a
different city, where Samuelsson visits with professional
chefs and home cooks. Destinations for this season
include Houston, home to one of the highest numbers
of West African expatriates of any U.S. city; the Filipino
American community in Seattle, who are part of the
city’s longstanding Asian Pacific American heritage;
Los Angeles, where the world’s second-largest
Armenian community resides; and Boston, where
Samuelsson explores Portuguese-speaking cultures and
cuisines from Brazil, Cape Verde, and Portugal.

Marcus Samuelsson and Chef Nahdie Shukr, Courtesy of PBS

Daytime Emmys®
awarded to
This Old House and
Ask This Old House
over the years: 17
2019 Webby Awards
won by PBS: 4
Years in a row that PBS
and its member stations
have been named #1
in public trust among
American institutions: 16

A Message From The President
As the days grow warmer and brighter —
and as many members of the PBS family
make arrangements to come together at
our next Annual Meeting — the sound of
music, of country music, is in the air.
That’s not just because the site of this
year’s meeting happens to be Nashville,
the capital of country music, but because
starting on Sunday, September 15, PBS
will be airing the next big documentary
series from Ken Burns, Country Music —
an eight-part, 16-hour journey into this
uniquely American art form. You can
learn more about the series, one of the
most eagerly anticipated offerings to
come to American television in years, in
this issue of Contributor.
At PBS, programming does not take a
summer “vacation” the way it does on
commercial networks. Instead, we fill
the spring and summer months — like
the rest of the year — with content
that informs, inspires, and entertains.
This summer will be no exception, as
PBS commemorates some especially
significant milestones in human history.

many of us will find ourselves looking up
at the moon…and remembering the
day 50 years ago when a member of
our species first set foot on it. The
momentous lunar landing of July 20,
1969 — both the event itself and what
led up to it — will be the focus of our
“Summer of Space,” which will include
two major new documentaries as well
as special episodes of NOVA and
Antiques Roadshow.
Many other exciting things are in the
works at PBS, about which I look forward
to telling you more in future issues.
Meanwhile, thank you for your friendship
and for your continued support of PBS.

Sincerely,
Paula Kerger
President & CEO, PBS

To touch on one in particular: I’m sure
that over the next few weeks and months
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THE PBS FOUNDATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
The PBS Foundation was established
in 2004 to secure extraordinary
gifts to support the work of PBS at
the national level and to benefit and
enhance the system as a whole. The
Foundation is guided by a dedicated
Board of Directors committed to
ensuring the stability and vitality of
public media.
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MAKE A DIFFERENCE
BY SUPPORTING PBS
We encourage those who share
our passion to join in our work
by supporting or continuing
to support PBS through the
PBS Foundation. Your taxdeductible contribution will
help PBS to continue creating
content that educates, informs
and inspires all Americans now
and for generations to come. To
learn more about the ways you
can help PBS, including gifts
of stock, bequests, trusts, and
other forms of giving, please
contact Brian Reddington,
Executive Director at:
PBS Foundation
2100 Crystal Drive
Arlington, VA 22202
Phone: 703.739.5051
Federal Tax ID #: 20-1476451
Combined Federal Campaign
(CFC) #: 47620
Email: pbsfoundation@pbs.org
Website: pbs.org/foundation
You are receiving this newsletter
because you have been identified
as a friend of PBS and the PBS
Foundation. If you do not wish
to receive future mailings, email
pbsfoundation@pbs.org, and we
will remove your name from our
list. Thank you.

Where did your first journey into
the cosmos begin? This summer,
budding astronauts and committed
stargazers alike can start their galactic
expeditions on PBS with two new films
that commemorate the Apollo 11 moon
landing, and take part in a celestial
programming spectacle sure to excite
any space enthusiast.
PBS SUMMER OF SPACE will launch
in July — 50 years after the Apollo
11 mission — with Robert Stone’s
“Chasing the Moon” from AMERICAN
EXPERIENCE, a film that tells the story of
the space race from the first cosmonauts
to the lunar landing on July 20, 1969.
After “Chasing the Moon,” viewers can
get even closer to the crew of Apollo 11
in the BBC Studios documentary 8 DAYS:
THE JOURNEY OF APOLLO 11. Featuring
recently declassified mission audio that
brings viewers inside the spacecraft
on its historic journey, this tribute
seamlessly blends candid conversations
among Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin, and
Michael Collins with newly shot studio
footage, archived material from NASA
and newscasts, and a stunning CGI
recreation of the expedition.
In addition to these productions,
NOVA and ANTIQUES ROADSHOW

will air special episodes to celebrate
the SUMMER OF SPACE. ANTIQUES
ROADSHOW will honor the 50th
anniversary of the moon landing
with an all-new “Out of This World”
episode featuring appraisals of NASA
memorabilia, space travel treasures,
science fiction finds, and more. In one
of two new NOVA specials, engineers
will take viewers “Back to the Moon”
as a stepping stone for future human
missions to Mars, the Asteroid Belt, and
beyond. Another NOVA special, “The
Planets,” will treat viewers to an up-close
look at some faraway worlds, including
the dark side of Pluto, an ancient Martian
waterfall, and a storm above Saturn that
measures twice the size of Earth.
Space enthusiasts of all ages will be
delighted to learn that SUMMER OF
SPACE classroom-ready materials will be
available for educators and students on
PBS LearningMedia. And, as part of the
SUMMER OF SPACE, PBS KIDS will roll
out new space-themed content including
educational resources for families and
educators to use all summer long.
PBS SUMMER OF SPACE programming
will begin airing on July 8, and continue
through the month of July.

COUNTRY MUSIC: Ken Burns Documentary
Explores the Roots of America’s Soundtrack
The celebrated songwriter Harlan
Howard once described country music
as ‘three chords and the truth.’ You’d be
hard-pressed to create a more succinct
description of a genre that includes
a century of melodies composed in
myriad homegrown styles. But if you’d
like to dive a little deeper into this most
American of art forms, look no further
than Ken Burns’ newest documentary,
COUNTRY MUSIC, coming to PBS this fall.
From the foothills of Appalachia
to the plains of Texas and Nashville’s
Grand Ole Opry, COUNTRY MUSIC
captures the songs and stories
of country music, touching on its
beginnings in minstrel music, hymns, and
the blues, and documenting the rise of
contemporary pop-country superstars
like Garth Brooks.
Following eight years of research and
production, Burns and collaborators
Dayton Duncan and Julie Dunfey created
the eight-episode COUNTRY MUSIC
documentary from interviews with more
than 100 artists and industry insiders,
including 40 members of the Country
Music Hall of Fame. Among those
storytellers are historian Bill Malone
and a wide range of country artists
such as Marty Stuart, Rosanne Cash,
Reba McEntire, Willie Nelson, Dwight
Yoakam, Emmylou Harris, and Naomi
and Wynonna Judd. The film uses more
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WE INVITE YOU TO STAY IN TOUCH
Whether you prefer to tweet, like, or follow, we hope you will stay
in touch via your favorite social media outlets:
facebook.com/pbs

youtube.com/pbs

twitter.com/pbs

instagram.com/pbs

than 3,200 photographs and over two
hours of archival footage, including rare
and never-before-seen film of Jimmie
Rodgers and Johnny Cash.
“In country music, we found a love for
storytelling that translates everyday
experiences into universal truths that
we can all identify with,” said Burns.
“The common experiences and human
emotions speak to each of us about
love and loss, about hard times and the
chance of redemption. As an art form,
country music is also forever revisiting
its history, sharing and updating old
classics and celebrating its roots, which
are, in many ways, foundational to our
country itself.”
COUNTRY MUSIC airs Sunday, September
15 through Wednesday, September 18,
and Sunday, September 22 through
Wednesday, September 25 at 8–10pm ET
on PBS stations. PBS Passport members
will be able to stream the entire series
for six months beginning Sunday,
September 15.
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SOUND FIELD
Deconstructs
Our Most
Beloved Tunes
What do your favorite songs
from Sarah McLachlan,
James Brown and Ariana
Grande have in common?
PBS Digital Studios’ new
original series, SOUND
FIELD, takes viewers deep
into the history and culture
behind popular songs and
musical styles, and helps
explain why we love the
songs that we do. Produced
in partnership with Twin
Cities PBS’ Rewire team,
SOUND FIELD aims to
make music theory more
accessible and ignite the
music lover in everyone.
Hosted by accomplished
musicians and music
educators Arthur “LA”
Buckner and Nahre
Sol, each episode is a
unique combination
of performances and
video essay explainers.
Throughout the series,
Buckner’s background
in gospel, funk, and hiphop is complimented by
Sol’s expertise in classical
music and composition
to illuminate music’s
universality and build a
community of music lovers.
Watch SOUND FIELD
now on YouTube and
Facebook Watch.

