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There follows a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by WNIN, Evansville, IN, along with the most significant 
programming treatment of those issues for the period 10/01/16 to 12/31/16.  This listing is by no means exhaustive.  The order 

in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or significance. 
 

Issue    Program Date Time      Duration  Type /Description                 

      

Business/Technology: Old 
National Bank Closings 

WNIN News 10/31/16 12:04pm 
3:04pm 
4:30pm 
6:45am 
7:45am 

1:00 Old National bank plans to close 15 branches 
in the Tri-State due to the rise in banking by 
mobile device and a need to curtail costs.  

Transportation: I-69 Bond 
Downgrade 

WNIN News 10/31/16 6:45am 
7:45am 
9:04am 
3:04am 

0:59 Indiana officials remain confident the Section 5 
portion of the I-69 extension will be completed 
by next year, despite a recent downgrade of 
the bond that was taken out to fund the 21-mile 
stretch of highway between Bloomington and 
Martinsville from Double-B to B.  

Government/Politics: Hatfield 
Wins District 77 

WNIN News 11/8/16 6:45am 
1:04pm 
4:45pm 

0:54 Democrat Ryan Hatfield won the Indiana 
District 77 seat which has been held by Gail 
Reicken since 2009 (D). Hatfield, who will be 
one of the few Democrats in the House, said 
diverse representation is important. 

Law & Justice: Evansville Police 
Merit Commission meeting 

WNIN News 11/28/16 6:45am 
7:45am 
9:04am 
 

0:32 

 
The Evansville Police Merit Commission met to 
discuss the action they will take regarding four 
police officers accused of misconduct in an 
arrest made in October. They tabled their 
decision on the suspended officers for a 
second time and refused to comment until they 
hear from the Indiana State Police.  

Physical Health: Affordable Care 
Act Enrollment 

WNIN News 11/29/16 1:04pm 
5:30pm 
 

0:59 Open enrollment for the Affordable Care Act or 
“Obamacare” is underway, and enrollment is 
on track in IN.  Even though the future of the 
law is unknown, the forecast for 2017 is 
business as usual. 

Business/Environment: Vectren 
20 Year Portfolio Plan 

WNIN News 11/29/16 6:45am 
7:45am 
9:04am 
3:30pm 
 

1:00 Vectren’s new energy proposal points to a 
future less reliant on coal.  They will shut down 
three of four coal power plants and leave one 
that they joint own with Alcoa. Natural gas and 
solar energy will replace those plants. 

 
 
 
WNIN maintains a local-programming survey on the web page to ascertain local topics. Viewer/listener suggestions are 
shared with the production staff of both TV and radio. 
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Education/History: Evansville at 
War documentary premieres in 
theaters 

WNIN News 11/30/16 7:50am 
2:40pm 
4:50pm 

8:49 Joe Atkinson and James McLeod’s 
documentary about Evansville during WWII 
opens in theaters this week and premieres on 
TV next week.  The documentary includes 
photos, films, and interviews with people who 
worked on the home front.  

Arts/Recreation: Paper Airplane 
Contest 

WNIN News 12/2/16 6:30am 
7:30am 
8:30am 

0:38 The Evansville Museum hosts a paper airplane 
contest. Attendees can learn about the 
principles of flight and aerodynamics.  The event 
also featured a presentation from John Collins, 
the world record holder for paper aircraft 
distance.  

Carrier Analysis WNIN News 12/2/16 7:50am 3:10 Workers celebrated at Indianapolis’s Carrier 
factory when President-elect Donald Trump and 
Vice President-elect Governor Mike Pence 
announced a deal to save around a thousand of 
their jobs.  

Economics/Education/Technology: 
Virtual Reality Brain Drain 
 

WNIN News  12/21/16 8:45am 3:46 ½ of computer science students at IN colleges 
will leave the state after graduation Schools 
such as Purdue University are attempting to 
keep computer science graduates in IN by 
investing in trending fields like virtual reality. 

Economics/Environment: Water 
Energy Nexus 
 

WNIN News 12/23/16 8:55am 3:40 Wastewater and water facilities consume 
around 3 percent of all power in the US, and the 
electric bills are often millions of dollars. Fort 
Wayne’s wastewater treatment plant is turning 
treated waste into electricity which cuts their 
consumption requirements by a third, lowered 
the monthly electric bill by $40,000, and benefits 
the environment by running on the methane gas 
produced in the waste breakdown process 
instead of burning that methane and releasing 
CO2 into the atmosphere. Other IN cities, 
including Evansville, are following this trend of 
converting and producing their power on site to 
treat wastewater. 

Politics: Rural School internet 
 

WNIN News 12/30/16 
1/2/17 

3:45pm 
7:45am 

3:40 There has always been turmoil in politics, and 
the United States isn’t the only democracy that 
struggles with civility in politics and being a 
democracy. This feature addresses the 
misconception that US politics used to be more 
civil, and notes that other democracies (Ukraine) 
also face the issue of civility in politics and 
turmoil in government.  Democracy can be 
messy, but it’s not a society, it’s a set of rules 
that can be argued with to improve society.     

 
 
WNIN maintains a local-programming survey on the web page to ascertain local topics. Viewer/listener suggestions are 
shared with the production staff of both TV and radio. 


