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WCTE offers many levels of membership for many 
types of people. But there is one club, the most special, 
most awesome, most amazing—Kid’s Club! WCTE’s 
Kid’s Club celebrates all things fun and awesome 
about PBS and being a kid while promoting reading 
and fun learning.

Kid’s Club is designed especially for WCTE’s most trea-
sured viewers. Club members receive cool incentives 
throughout the year from WCTE like birthday shout-
outs on air and online for the entire birthday month, 
fun birthday goodies like books and games and invita-
tions to meet PBS characters in person.

For just $60 per year (or $5 per month) your Kid’s Club 
membership also gives you access to the new PBS 
streaming service, Passport, which allows your fam-
ily to enjoy WCTE & PBS programming anytime in a 
variety of ways. Also in the works is a 24-7 PBS kid’s 
channel, which will be available to stream online and 
through the PBS KIDS Video App. 

Being a kid and PBS go hand in hand. Chances are, 
your kids will also carry beloved characters and smart 
anecdotes from shows like Sesame Street and Bob the 
Builder into their adult lives from being exposed to 
WCTE and PBS at a young age. Become a Kid’s Club 
member today and help support WCTE’s tradition of 
providing the most trusted educational programming 
for all children. 

Go online to wcte.org or contact me at the email and 
number below and sign up your favorite kids today! 

by Shannon Terry, Membership Coordinator

STAGE & EVENT SCHEDULE

5-6 pm   TTu cheer leaders, TTu dance Team, 
and awesome eagle

6-9pm  silent disco hosted by WcTe & sponsored by lenny & eva

7-8pm    Pbs Kids special movie screening 
sponsored by cumberland caverns

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

10am   The Johnston family

10:30am  stage one dance studio

11am   monterey high school 
Theatre department

11:30am   cookeville leisure services

12pm     cookeville children’s Theatre

12:30pm   centre school of dance

1pm   Prescott south middle school musical Theater
& ms. francis voice studio students

*****
6-9pm  silent disco hosted by WcTe & sponsored by lenny & eva

7-8pm   Pbs Kids special movie screening sponsored by 
cumberland caverns

FunFest Main Stage

Jefferson Ave. & Broad Street

THANK  YOU  TO  OUR  SPONSORS

The Main Stage is sponsored by the 
Johnston Family & Cumberland Auto

other sponsors include:
Cookeville Arts Council 

Cumberland Caverns
UC Reconnect

Lenny & Eva
London Bridge Preschool

Northside Community Center
The Vanstratum Family 

Cookeville Christian Academy

Interstate Dr.   Cumberland-Auto.com
CUMBERLAND

Where Cars Cost Less
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WCTE was recently awarded a $10,000 Community Impact Grant from New York Life.  
The grant will support a career exploration program for area 8th graders using the PBS 
Roadtrip Nation program and curriculum.  

WCTE’s Director of Education and Community Development, Dr. Hannah Rawiszer, 
will be working with three schools, and in one after-school session a month, using the 
ROADTRIP NATION Exploration curriculum, for a total of 8 sessions from October 2016 
through April 2017.

Look for the WCTE Career Village booth at Stations of Imagination!

In July, Cindy Putnam, our Ready To Learn Project Manager, was spotlighted in an article by the Fred Rogers Company. The organization is dedicated to car-
rying on the work and building on the legacy of Mr. Rogers by “engaging new generations of children and families with his timeless wisdom.”  

You can find out more about the Fred Rogers Company and all the media resources they have to offer at fredrogers.org.

*This article has been reproduced with the permission of the Fred Rogers Company. 

Cindy Putman began as a volunteer at her PBS station, 
WCTE Upper Cumberland PBS in Cookeville, TN. In 
2000, she had the opportunity to be a part time edu-

cation associate while still maintaining a full time career as 
an elementary school teacher.  In 2014, she became project 
manager for Ready To Learn, a national initiative focused on 
early learning and school readiness.

“My classroom has grown from a class of 25 to a school dis-
trict of over 11,000 students,” Cindy said. “My days are spent 
working with teachers, parents, and children sharing the 
resources that PBS KIDS has created to help all children enter 
school Ready To Learn.”

Cindy’s most recent Ready To Learn project has been coor-
dinating WCTE’s Odd Squad Be The Agent Camp. Each day 
the students participate in problem-solving activities using 
math and reasoning skills. The Odd Squad campers receive 
a special problem-solving mission each day delivered by the 
head of Odd Squad, Ms. O.

“I love the show and how clever the characters are at engaging 
kids to learn new math skills,” Cindy said. “I enjoy seeing students 
get excited about math, and hearing them say they were bad at 
math, but Odd Squad Camp helped them feel successful.”

TED Talks Film: Education Revolution   

hosted by WcTe’s dr. hannah rawiszer, each screening 
will be followed by a moderated discussion.

WHEN:

Friday, September 16

TWO SCREENINGS:

12pm - 1:45pm & 5pm - 6:45pm 

WHERE:

Putnam County Library



 “SPOTLIGHT EDUCATION highlights public media’s focus on educa-
tion and our role in convening conversations around how to improve 
outcomes for students,” said Paula Kerger, President and CEO, PBS. 
“With special on-air programming and resources to support teachers, 
PBS and our local stations are committed to supporting education—
at home, in the classroom and in communities.”

“Public media is committed to providing Americans of all ages with 
educational content for free and commercial free.” said Pat Harrison, 
President and CEO, the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. “Our 
Spotlight Education week affirms the importance of local stations 
working in partnership with more than 1,700 community and busi-
ness organizations through the American Graduate Initiative to help 
young people move toward graduation and career success.”

Short-form and full episodes from the week, interactive content mod-
ules and a social hub for SPOTLIGHT EDUCATION will be available on 
PBS.org and Americangraduate.org. In addition, previews, clips and 

Sept 12 -17  
full episodes will be available on the PBS apps for iOS and Android devices 
and via station-branded digital platforms. For updates on the program-
ming, follow #SpotlightEduPBS and #amgrad on Twitter.

Also airing in September is WCTE’s GROWING EDUCATION , an eight-part 
documentary series that focuses on education in Cookeville and Putnam 
County and how it connects to the economic development for the area. 
The series was produced over a fifteen month period from March 2015 until 
May 2016. It is built on interviews with Cookeville educators and economic 
leaders through a cradle to career storytelling path.  Each episode focuses 
on a different developmental stage of our youth and adults and what we 
are doing in Cookeville and Putnam County to help them grow into citizens 
who enjoy a high quality of life through educational and economic op-
portunities. GROWING EDUCATION was an effort of American Graduate, a 
public media initiative of the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. Lee Wray 
was project manager for WCTE’s American Graduate initiative.

Pages 12-13 in the program guide will give you the shows and times.
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For years, Hippie Jack Stoddart has made an impact in the 
rural communities of the Upper Cumberland, whether it be 

by using his black and white photography to tell their stories 
or by simply supplying garden seeds.  Now with your help, he 
wants to make a bigger impact on the people that are near and 
dear to his heart.

                
Jammin at Hippie Jack’s (under the umbrella non-profit the 
Council Of Americana Roots Music (COARM)) will be hosting 
four fall events designed to raise awareness about economically 
marginalized communities that often find themselves under-
served and ignored. 

The first event is on Saturday September 24th will feature music 
by Leonard Anderson, Tommy John, Jared Tyler and Malcolm 
Holcombe. Between sets there will be discussions designed to 
raise awareness regarding the invisible people who continue to 
seek equal access to services many take for granted. 

These non-ticketed events, taking place on the Hippie 
Jack farm in Overton County, will feature music, mobile 
food vending, access to the beautiful Obey River and, if 
you like, Friday/Saturday camping. Music will be from 
noon to 10pm.

“We are asking for specific donations to distribute to 
our brothers and sisters facing a winter just around the 
corner,” explained Hippie.  “The real emphasis of our 
event series is to collect childrens’ coats, childrens’ books, 
Christmas toys, and non-perishable food. Jammin at Hip-
pie Jack’s will cover all distribution costs. 

“It is my personal feeling that art should demonstrate a 
social conscience.  Music brings people together in so 
many ways.  So come celebrate life, love, and friendship. 
Let’s gather in the Music Sanctuary at the Hippie Jack 
farm on the banks of the Obey River and join together to 
better understand the need that still exists.”

“Let’s be part of the solution!”

These music-awareness events will take place:

September 24th
October 29th
November 19

December 17th 

For more information, 
go to jamminathippiejacks.com  or call 931-445-2072.
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Before Hippie Jack Stoddart was Producer 
and Director of the hit PBS series Jammin 
at Hippie Jack’s,  and before he was a music 
festival icon, a radio show host and a preser-
vationist of Americana Roots Music, he was 
an outstanding photographer. He is primar-
ily known for capturing beautiful images 
of the people and the landscapes of rural 

Tennessee, and his black and white photo-
graphs grace a variety of venues, including 
the Tennessee State Museum.

Hippie Jack has graciously lent us a few of 
his photographs for display in our lobby. You 
are welcome to drop by and have a look. 
We’re at 229 E. Broad Street in Cookeville. 
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by Celeste Flatt Bennett

It begins with a passion; a love for what you do and a determination to share the 
product of this love with the world around you.

Three miles north of Sparta and twenty-one miles south of Monterey off of TN Highway 
84, better known as Calfkiller Highway, you will find the custom but quaint red building, 
constructed from 100% Recycled materials, that houses the Calfkiller Brewing Company. 
In the middle of nowhere with the winding cool waters of the Calfkiller river at their back 
door step Don and Dave Sergio have fought hard to realize this dream.

In 2004 the Sergio brothers began brewing Calfkiller beer and sharing it with family, 
friends, at special events, festivals and craft beer competitions. With much positive feed-
back from their craft beer consumers it did not take the Sergio’s long to come to the deci-
sion of producing and marketing Calfkiller beer on a larger scale.

Over the next several years the Sergio brothers dealt with the legalities of opening a 
brewery in White County, a dry county at the time that this venture began. Don and Dave 
fought the legal battles without ever losing sight of the goal.

Today Calfkiller Brewing Company brews can be found not only in restaurants across the 
Upper Cumberland but also in several establishments in Nashville and Knoxville with four 
uniquely named mainstays that can be found year round. Depending on the time of year 
you may be able to experience one of many seasonal brews as well.

Calfkiller Brewery invites you to visit their establishment for a tour, tasting or to shop the 
Calfkiller merchandise. Call ahead the next time you’re traveling through White County, 
Tennessee and make your reservation for a tour or watch for the Calfkiller Brewing Com-
pany story on WCTE’s Discover the Upper Cumberland in September.

Watch New Episodes of DISCOVER THE UPPER CUMBERLAND the 3rd Thursday of every month.  

I’m currently a Senior Business Marketing Student at Tennessee Tech and met Becky Ma-
gura at the College of Business Etiquette Dinner.  I sent her a thank you card and received 
a follow-up call saying that she wanted to meet with me. At the meeting, I was offered an 
internship for the summer. I remember being very excited. My internship has been great and 
is helping me prepare for my career after graduation. I’m gaining valuable networking, pro-
fessional, and assisting tools that I’ll definitely use moving forward. I thank WCTE for giving 
me this experience. “

(Since this interview, Jessika has been hired as a part-time temporary Educational Engagement Assistant.)

Hello there, I’m Dylan Ferguson. I’ve been an 
intern with WCTE for a year and one month. 
I’ve been filming Tech Football and Basketball 
games, some concerts, and some produc-
tions. I’ll be attending MTSU this coming 
Fall. I want to work with ESPN or any Florida 
sports program. I love WCTE and the produc-
tion crew, especially Desiree Duncan; she has 
helped me so much this past year.

My name is Allison Hitchcock and I’m 18 years old. I will be attending Sewanee in the fall 
while also playing basketball. I have not declared a major yet, but working with WCTE has 
opened my eyes to what a career would be like working for a nonprofit like this. I heard 
about WCTE from board member Mike Galligan, and he recommended that I try to get an in-
ternship. I feel like I have learned so much from just a summer as an intern, and I have gained 
a ton of experience that I will take into college.

Jessika Chubb
Education Student Worker

Dylan Ferguson
Production internAllison Hitchcock

Development Intern

WCTE INTERNS



WCTE is nearing 40 years of history in the Upper Cumber-
land, going on the air in 1978.  The legacy of this PBS 
station and all that it has brought throughout the years 

in education, locally produced content and public service is signifi-
cant and for many life changing.

The future of WCTE depends on the citizens of the Upper Cumber-
land embracing the importance of having a full power, broadcast 
public media station licensed to serve this region.  It is why we are 

growing our membership, increasing our program and event sponsors and creating a new 
planned giving opportunity with WCTE’s Legacy Society.

Planning for the future is so important for individuals and the organizations they care about.  
That is why I recently updated my will.  In addition to my annual contributions through mem-
bership, I wanted to make sure that WCTE was included in my will.  I know the difference this 
station has made and I want to see it continue long after I’m gone.  

Having a plan is so simple and yet something many of us delay.  We are planning for the future 
at WCTE and it is my wish that you consider placing the station in your plans.  It can be as 
simple as designating a percentage of your estate or a designated amount or stock.  It can also 
be with an endowed gift that is tax deductible, allowing WCTE to create a future fund where 
the principle investment would not be used.  It can even be with a monthly sustaining contri-
bution earmarked for the Legacy Society. 

WCTE is your PBS station!  Please join me in our new Legacy Society today.  If you would like to 
discuss more about this exciting new endeavor, please contact me at 931-528-2222, ext. 311 
or through my email at bmagura@wcte.org.  I would love the opportunity to visit with you. 

becky magura, President & ceo of WcTe

Public media funding was included in both the 
final Senate and House Labor, Health and Human 
Services, Education, and Related Agencies spending 

bills. This is a critical victory for us, and we could not have 
done it without your help. Since funding was included in 
both bills, we are well-positioned in the fall, when negotia-
tions could take place between the House and Senate to 
finalize spending levels.

Thank you for making calls and sending messages in sup-
port of WCTE! And thank you for your dedication to our sta-
tion and the work we are doing in the Upper Cumberland. 

Our efforts to strengthen relationships with our legislators on both the state and federal 
level are ongoing and we don’t take any small victories for granted! Every bit of momen-
tum is the result of passion from committed individuals LIKE YOU! 

Kate spears, social media & Government relations
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Weekdays & Ready to Learn 

daytime 
schedule

Saturdays

Sundays

5:00 AM Sit & Be Fit

5:30 AM Classical Stretch 

6:00 AM Wild Kratts 

6:30 AM Ready Jet Go!

7:00 AM Nature Cat

7:30 AM Curious George 

8:00 AM  Daniel Tiger 

8:30 AM  Daniel Tiger

9:00 AM Sesame Street

9:30 AM Peg + Cat

10:00 AM Dinosaur Train

10:30 AM Bob the Builder

11:00 AM   Super Why 

11:30 AM  Thomas & Friends

12:00 PM Sesame Street

12:30 PM Cat in the Hat                 

  1:00 PM Curious George

1:30 PM Curious George

2:00 PM Arthur

2:30 PM Nature Cat 

3:00 PM Ready Jet Go!

3:30 PM Odd Squad

4:00 PM Wild Kratts

4:30 PM Wild Kratts

5:00 PM Mathline (On Wednesdays,                

 The Marcus Satterfield Show)

5:30 PM Nightly Business Report

6:00 PM PBS NewsHour

5:00 AM Thomas & Friends

5:30 AM  Bob the Builder

6:00 AM Daniel Tiger

6:30 AM Daniel Tiger

7:00 AM Curious George

7:30 AM Nature Cat

8:00 AM Ready Jet Go!

8:30 AM Wild Kratts

9:00 AM Odd Squad

9:30 AM This Old House

10:00 AM Ask This Old House

10:30 AM  Various Woodworking  
Shows 

11:00 AM  Rick Steves’ Europe

11:30 AM Ellie’s Real Good Food 

12:00 PM Taste of LA with Chef John Folse 

12:30 PM New Orleans Cooking with  
 Keven Belton

1:00 PM America’s Test Kitchen

1:30 PM  Tennessee Crossroads

2:00 PM  Tennessee Wildside

2:30 PM  Live Green Tennessee

3:00 PM Volunteer Gardener

3:30 PM Chef Life

4:00 PM America’s Heartland

4:30 PM  Motorweek

5:00 PM      Sewing w Nancy 

5:30 PM Fons and Porter’s                    

 Love of Quilting

6:00 PM  Lawrence Welk

5:00 AM Sid the Science Kid

5:30 AM Dinosaur Train

6:00 AM Sesame Street

6:30 AM Daniel Tiger

7:00 AM Curious George

7:30 AM Nature Cat

8:00 AM Ready Jet Go!

8:30 AM Wild Kratts

9:00 AM Odd Squad

9:30 AM Odd Squad

10:00 AM Clifford the Big Red Dog

10:30 AM Twice as Good

11:00 AM  Dr. Bob Show

11:30 AM  McLaughlin Group 

12:00 PM  Charlie Rose: The Week

12:30 PM  To the Contrary/Bonnie Erbe 

1:00 PM  Lawrence Welk Show

2:00 PM  Classic Gospel

3:00 PM - 7:00 PM - Various PBS Shows
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*Schedule subject to changePrimetime / Sept. 1 - 11



9/11 INSIDE THE PENTAGON
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Zooming in  
for a Close-Up

As America marks the 15th anniversary of the September 11, 
2001, terrorist attacks on the U.S., PBS will broadcast a new 
documentary, 9/11 INSIDE THE PENTAGON.  This film reveals 
new, first-hand accounts of the attack that took place at the 
heart of the US’ military headquarters – an attack in which 
184 people from inside the building and on board American 
Airlines flight 77 perished.

While most of the media coverage of the events of September 
11 focused on New York City and United Flight 93, the story 
of what happened inside the Pentagon on that tragic day has 
never truly been told, until now.

“To know the full story of what happened on 9/11, we need 
to know what happened at the Pentagon,” said Kirk Wolfinger, 
executive producer of 9/11 INSIDE THE PENTAGON. “It’s remark-
able that 15 years later, few of us really know the extent of the 
damage that took place there, the risk posed to our national 
defense apparatus and the dramatic stories of heroism that 
kept the Pentagon running throughout this ordeal.

Unlike those in New York City who were completely taken by 
surprise, those in Washington, DC, followed the news coming 
out of New York and realized that unaccounted-for flights still 
in the air would likely target significant, symbolic and strategic 
sites in the nation’s capital—including the Pentagon.

In the chaos that followed after Flight 77 struck the Pentagon, 
a group of workers inside would crawl through black smoke 
and pools of jet fuel looking for an exit, only to find themselves 
trapped behind a newly installed blast-proof window that was 
impossible to break open; emotional clashes over jurisdic-
tion would break out between Pentagon personnel and first 
responders trying to find survivors in the wreckage; smoke 
would threaten to incapacitate the National Military Command 
Center; and an unaccounted-for plane would pose the threat 
of yet another strike.

Tuesday, September 6
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Primetime / Sept. 12 - 22



CHURCHILL’S SECRET
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Zooming in  
for a Close-Up

Michael Gambon (Harry Potter, The Casual Vacancy) plays the 
greatest statesman of the twentieth century in his most dif-
ficult hour: a debilitating stroke which he seeks to hide.

Based on a true incident, the action opens in the summer 
of 1953. Churchill, age 78, is prime minister for the second 
time and as pugnacious as ever—until he is felled by a severe 
stroke while hosting a state dinner at 10 Downing Street. Lady 
Churchill manages to conceal the seriousness of her husband’s 
sudden incapacity, while he is evaluated by his personal physi-
cian, Lord Moran, and later transported in worsening condition 
to his country home, Chartwell.

Summoned to care for the apparently dying prime minister 
is a remarkable young nurse, Millie Appleyard, who treats the 
world’s most famous man as she would any other difficult pa-
tient: with compassion,  firmness, and occasional indulgence. 
In the weeks that follow, the two bond over the Victorian poet 
William Ernest Henley, whose celebrated poem, “Invictus” 
(Latin for “unconquered”), helps inspire Churchill to relearn to 
speak, stand, and walk.

He is also determined to hold onto the reins of power, and 
Churchill’s Secret tells the astonishing story of a bedridden, 
incapacitated leader who plots to outwit the high government 
officials who are maneuvering to replace him. 

Sunday, September 11
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Primetime / Sept. 23 - Oct. 3 



POLDARK
SEASON 2
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Zooming in  
for a Close-Up

Aidan Turner returns to play ex-officer, class warrior, lover, and 
mining entrepreneur Ross Poldark. Called by The New York 
Times “the noblest, hottest, most down-to-earth hero.” POL-
DARK, Season 2 is aired on Sundays in nine new episodes.

In 18th century Cornwall, times are as tough as the rocky 
shoreline: unemployment, hunger, and sickness are wide-
spread among the working class, while the wealthy landowners 
prosper. Only one man dares to defy the status quo, and he is 
behind bars. What will become of our swashbuckling hero? Can 
the ever-resilient Demelza find a way to save him?

A Special 2-hour Premiere

Series begins Sunday, September 25

DOWNTON ABBEY Marathon

For those suffering from DOWNTON ABBEY withdrawal, 
missing their weekly dose of the joys and travails of the 
Crawley family and their servants, despair no longer. WXXI 
has scheduled a binge-worthy Labor Day weekend mara-
thon of all six seasons of the top PBS drama of all time!

Friday, September 2 - Monday, Sept. 5
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Primetime / Oct. 4 - 14 
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Zooming in  
for a Close-Up

THE 
CHOICE

2016

The dueling stories of Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton, what 
shaped them and how they would lead. With interviews of 
those who know them best, the film investigates the presiden-
tial candidates’ characters and formative years in their lives.

Tuesday, September 27

Pbs newshour Presidential debates sept. 26, 8-10pm
Pbs newshour vice-Presidential debates oct. 4, 8-10pm

Pbs newshour Presidential debates oct. 9,  8-10pm
Pbs newshour final Presidential debates oct. 19, 8-10pm

ELECTION COVERAGE

LIVE
GREEN

TENNESSEE
Tennessee Stories

      Tennessee People

TENNESSEE

mondays at 7pm & Thursdays at 8pm

Catch the NEW season of
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Primetime / Oct. 15 - 25



PART OF THE PBS ARTS FESTIVAL

PART OF THE PBS ARTS FESTIVAL
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Zooming in  
for a Close-Up

Visionary Lin-Manuel Miranda, the show’s Tony and Grammy 
Award-winning creator and star, will host this year’s PBS 
Arts Festival. GREAT PERFORMANCES “Hamilton’s America” 
gives viewers a look at Miranda and his colleagues’ creative 
process during the three years leading up to the Broadway 
opening of the record-breaking musical winner of 11 Tony 
Awards and the Pulitzer Prize. 

BILL MURRAY: The Mark Twain Prize 
Sunday, October 28

From the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in 
Washington, DC, some of the biggest names in comedy salute 
Emmy Award-winning actor and comedian Bill Murray, the 19th 
recipient of the Mark Twain Prize for American Humor.

An award-winning writer, actor and comedian, his brilliant wit 
and infectious spirit continue to inspire our laughter across 
generations both on and off the screen,” said Kennedy Center 
President Deborah Rutter.

Murray, 65, is among the best-known stars to emerge from 
NBC’s “Saturday Night Live.” He performed on the groundbreak-
ing television comedy show from 1977 to 1980 and honed his 
skills portraying insincere and lovably smarmy characters.

He portrayed a dim-witted groundskeeper in “Caddyshack,” was 
a paranormal investigator in “Ghostbusters” and stood out as a 
mobster in “Mad Dog and Glory.”

Murray was nominated for a Best Actor Academy Award for his 
portrayal of a jet-lagged movie star in “Lost in Translation.” He 
has won two Emmy Awards.

In a statement, Murray said he was honored to receive the 
award. “I believe Mark Twain has rolled over in his grave so much 
for so long, that this news won’t disturb his peace,” he said.

GREAT PERFORMANCES:
Hamilton’s America
Friday, October 21
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Primetime / Oct. 26 - 31

TTU FOOTBALL
HOME GAMES

sePTember 1 
6-9pm, TTu vs Wofford

ocTober 1 
6 - 9pm, TTu vs eastern Kentucky

ocTober 15 
6-9pm, TTu vs eastern illinois

ocTober 22
10:30am homecoming Parade 

1:30pm, TTu vs semo
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Zooming in  
for a Close-Up

BLUEGRASS UNDERGROUND
6th Season Premiering on WCTE Sept 8

Despite the name, BLUEGRASS UNDERGROUND is a balanced blend 
of well-established and emerging artists presenting a tasteful array 
of Roots, Neo- Folk, Gospel, Jazz/Bluegrass, Jamband and Americana. 
Unlike some ‘live-to-tape’ music shows there is true, audience-build-
ing continuity in the family of genres of our artists represent. 

Every Thursday night at 9:30, you can tap your feet to this great line-
up of musicians in the 6th season of BLUEGRASS UNDERGROUND:

Thursdays at 8:30pm
One on One with Becky Magura 

musician 
sierra hull

former TTu Women’s 
basketball & Wmba 

coach
marYnell meadors

our sePTember 
GuesT

our ocTober 
GuesT

The Cox Family
The Lone Bellow

Drivin’ N Cryin’
Sierra Hull

St. Paul & the Broken Bones
Jason & The Scorchers

Dave Rawlings Machine
The Suffers

Frank Solivan & Dirty Kitchen
Hurray for the Riff Raff

Mac McAnally
JJ Grey & MoFro

dave rawlings & Gillian Welch,
dave rawlings machine

sePTember 8



The 90-minute film tells the story of Waitstill 
and Martha Sharp, a Unitarian minister and 

his wife from Wellesley, Massachusetts, who left 
their children behind in the care of their parish 
and boldly committed to numerous life-threat-
ening missions in Europe. Over two dangerous 
years, they helped to save hundreds of imperiled 
political dissidents and Jewish refugees fleeing 
the Nazi occupation.

“The story of Waitstill and Martha Sharp is one 
of the most incredible tales of compassion, 
sacrifice and heroism that I have ever heard, and 
I was completely unaware of it until five years 
ago when Artemis Joukowsky first shared it with 
me,” said Ken Burns. “Nearly three years before 
America as a nation became involved in the Sec-
ond World War, these two unassuming, so-called 
‘ordinary’ Americans gave up everything they 
knew and loved and risked their lives to become 
involved in a war 4,000 miles away because they 
knew there were people in grave danger who 
needed help.”  
 
Artemis Joukowsky, a film producer and co-founder of No Limits Media, 
is the grandson of Waitstill and Martha Sharp and has spent decades 
researching their story. He is the author of a companion book to the 
film, featuring a foreword by Burns, which will be published by Beacon 
Press and released on September 6.

“Beyond the cloak-and-dagger suspense of my grandparents’ experi-
ence, it is a story of what America meant to refugees fleeing war-torn 
countries to build new lives. And it underscores what Waitstill would 
call ‘a collaborative effort’ of how a small but effective underground 
network of rescue workers saved as many lives as they could, and how 
important that lesson is for what is happening today,” said Joukowsky.

In January of 1939, as Americans remained mostly detached from news 
reports of the growing refugee crisis in the escalating war in Europe, 
Waitstill received a call from the Rev. Everett Baker, Vice President of the 
American Unitarian Association, asking if he and Martha would travel 
to Czechoslovakia to help provide relief to people trying to escape 
Nazi persecution. He invited them to take part in “the first intervention 
against evil by the denomination to be started immediately overseas.” 
The mission would involve secretly helping Jews, refugees and dissi-
dents to escape the expanding Nazi threat in Europe. If they were dis-
covered, they would face imprisonment, probable torture and death. 
Seventeen other members of the church had declined. With two young 
children at home, the Sharps accepted. They expected to be gone for 
several months.

Instead, their mission would last almost two years.

During this time, the Sharps would face harrowing encoun-
ters with Nazi police, narrowly escape arrest and watch as the 
Third Reich invaded Eastern Europe. Their marriage would be 
tested severely and the two children they left behind would 
be saddened by their parents’ absence. But dozens of Jewish 
scientists, journalists, doctors, powerful anti-Nazi activists and 
children would find their way to freedom and start new lives 
as a result of their efforts. To recognize their heroic sacrifice, 
Martha and Waitstill were honored at Yad Vashem in Israel 
and declared “Righteous Among the Nations.” Of the thou-
sands so honored, there are only five Americans, including 
the Sharps.

DEFYING THE NAZIS is cinematically told through the letters 
and journals of the Sharps, with Tom Hanks as the voice of 
Waitstill and Marina Goldman as the voice of Martha. It fea-
tures firsthand interviews with the now adult children whom 
the Sharps saved, as well as leading historians, authors and 
Holocaust scholars, including William Schulz, Deborah Dwork, 
Modecai Paldiel, Ghanda DiFiglia and Yehuda Bauer.

“The Sharps’ early grasp of the true nature of the Nazi threat 
and their willingness to leave the safety of America and take 
action to help endangered refugees was a rare act at a time 
of widespread indifference,” said Sara J. Bloomfield, director, 
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. “Their courage 
and sacrifice should inspire us to reflect deeply on our own 
responsibilities in a world that also faces many challenges.”

In conjunction with the broadcast, a wide range of organizations will participate in community outreach and engagement activities, creating screening 
events and conversations that focus on what it means to be “righteous,” both as it relates to the Holocaust and genocide across the globe today. A full list is 

available at DefyingtheNazis.org



WcTe at Tennesee Tech’s

ThanK You for helping us maKe a difference

Annual Membership Levels
$35 Basic Membership
$60 Patron
$90 Associate

$120 Producer
$240 Engineer
$365 Dollar A Day Club

Allergy Associates  
The Dr. Bob Show
BB&T Legge Insur-
ance  Charlie Rose: 
The Week
Beltone Assorted 
Programming
Cannon Cty Chamber 
of Commerce  Blue-
grass Underground 
(Thurs,)
City of Cookeville 
Prime Time 
City of Crossville 
Prime Time 
Companion CPA 
Group 
Masterpiece and  
PBS NewsHour
Cookeville-Putnam 
Cty Chamber of 
Commerce 
Prime Time
Cookeville Regional 
Medical Center As-
sorted Programming
Corporation for 
Public Broadcasting  
Growing Education
Cumberland Auto 
Center Tennessee 
Crossroads (Sat.) and 

Rick Steves’ Europe
Cumberland County 
Playhouse 
Prime Time 
Cumberland Insur-
ance Assorted Pro-
gramming 
DeKalb Animal Clinic 
Charlie Rose: The 
Week and Nature
Frontier Commu-
nications Assorted 
Programming
Grade-A Catering 
Prime Time
Jackson County 
Chamber of Com-
merce Tennessee 
Crossroads (Sat.)
McMinnville Electric 
System Bluegrass 
Underground (Thurs.)
MidSouth Sewing 
Sewing with Nancy
R-Cubed Environ-
mental Solutions 
Prime Time
Silver Angels  As-
sorted Programming
Stonehaus Winery 
Prime Time

TDEC Radon Aware-
ness  Live Green 
Tennessee

Tennessee Depart-
ment of Agriculture-
Live Green Tennessee

Tennessee Division 
of Forestry Assorted 
Programming

Tennessee Lottery 
TTU Football

The Law Offices of 
Galligan & Newman  
Assorted Programming

Town & Country 
Overhead Doors  As-
sorted Programming

Twin Lakes Tele-
phone Cooperative  
Assorted Programming

Upper Cumberland 
Reconnect Assorted 
Programming

Wakefield Venture 
Group  Frontline

Program Sponsors

Joe & Connie Albrecht

Loren & Jan Aschbrenner

Robert & Germaine Bird

Budd & Julia Bishop

Steve  & Connie Boots

Rick Bowman

Leon & Julie Burns

Steve Chapman &  
Donna Simpson

A.C. Clark

Fred & Louise Culp

Nancy Harris

Mark & Avery Hutchins

Russ & Nan Jacobsohn

Glen James

Thomas & Patricia Janney

Randy & Melinda Keifer

Ken & Connie Leslie

Terry & Rosalyn Little

Ann Looney

Sydney Lunn

Dr. Jere Mitchum

Carl Owens

J.D. & Lissa Parks

Oscar & Anne Perron

Thomas & Darlene Roberts

Pauline Sherrer

Jack and Mary Stites

Bob, Glenda  & Jordan Terry

Iva West

Studio Club

Jim & Mickie Akenson
Derek & Diana  

Baranowski
Dr. Katherine Bertram
Builders’ Supply - Jim 

Hughes
Andrea Burckhard 

Philip & Jane Burnett
Jeff & Kathy Callahan

Richard Castle
Ciphertek

City of Crossville
Companion CPA Group
Scott & Mona Copeland

Cumberland Film Society
Steven Douglas

Bruce Evans
Deb Evans

First National Bank of           
Tennessee

Bill & Jane Gray
Hal & Elisabeth Harder

Jere & Rebecca Hargrove
Robert & Lisa Harrison
Ken & Lillian Hartgrove

Morris & Linda Irby
John & Barbara Jackson

Harry Johnson
Don & Joyce Jorgensen
Wali & Shakura Kharif
Mike & Ellie Lenhart

Luna & Herren  
Investment Group

Nina Lunn
Jimmy & Shirley Mackie

Becky & Max Magura
Ottis & Cindy Phillips

Bob & Kat Rust

Scott & Julie Shanks

Ships ‘N Trips

Mary Alice Spain

Stonecom

Alan & Joyce Tatum

Timothy  & Sue Tewalt

Candace Thomas
Ed & Karen Thornblade

Vianney & Regina Villaruz

Angelo & Jennette 
Volpe

Sandy Warner

Michael Welch
Arthur & Judith Wojta
Chuck & Sally Womack

Zimmer Broadcasting

Directors’ Circle

Entrenched in the Upper Cumberland, WCTE is making a difference 
through educational, informational, entertaining programming, as 

well as through many outreach events.

Producer’s Table

Bright Lights, Little City Sponsors
Phillip & Jane Burnett

City of Crossville
Cumberland Film Society

Steven Douglas
Bruce Evans
Deb Evans

First National Bank of Tennessee
Robert & Lisa Harrison

Don & Joyce Jorgensen
Scot & Julie Shanks
Dick & Mary Shilling

Timothy & Sue Tewalt
Ed & Karen Thornblade

Vianney & Regina Villaruz
Sandy Warner

Arthur & Judith Wojta

Michael & Rhonda Galligan
Mike McCloud

Larry & Janice McDonald
Sally & Andy Pardue

TN Race Timing

The Community Advisory Board is scheduled to meet on Tue., Nov. 15 
at noon in the WCTE Downtown Office Conference Room (1 S Jefferson, 
Ste. 204, Cookeville, TN 38501).

The Upper Cumberland Broadcast Council meets in the 4th floor 
conference room of the First Tennessee Bank building located at 345 
S Jefferson Ave, Cookeville, TN 38501. Their next scheduled meeting is 
Thu., Nov. 17.

Meetings of the Board of Directors of the Upper Cumberland Broad-
cast Council, committees of the Board, and the Community Advisory 
Board are generally open to the public, although certain meetings, or 
portions of meetings, may be closed in order to address confidential or 
proprietary matters.

CAB & UCBC Meetings

Legacy Society
Henry & Monika Bowman

Becky Magura
Bob & Kat Rust
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