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I have been truly fortunate in my career with public 
media to work for a station that is nationally respected 
and recognized through the work and dedication of our 
staff.  For those who know me, you know that I am not 
shy, when it comes to talking about WCTE and the region 
we serve. 
 
I have long been an advocate for small, rural PBS stations 
and for the people we serve across this great country.  It 
is why I am so excited to be able to bring that voice and 
advocacy to a national platform through a recent election 
to the PBS National Board of Directors. 
 
The competitive nominating process and subsequent 
election for a professional director is, as you can imagine, 
very selective.  In fact, there were only four open seats, 
one incumbent candidate and five additional nominees. I 
was one of those nominees.

 This has been a career goal for me.  I have been elected 
for a three-year term and it is an honor to serve as a voice 
for those small stations across the United States that 
bring so much to those who are often underserved. 
 
It is also my privilege to serve on the Association of Public 
Television Stations National Board of Directors and cur-
rently serving as a representative on the Corporation for 

Public Broadcasting Community Service Grant Review 
Committee, as well as a Past Chair for the National Educa-
tional Telecommunication Association.  

In each of these national opportunities, I take it to heart 
to represent WCTE, our region and those who are doing 
such incredible work in public media as well as protecting 
our national infrastructure and content service model in 
this important public asset known as public broadcasting. 
 
I am without a doubt passionate about PBS, about what 
we bring on a day-to-day basis in service to our country 
and in representing a region that I love.  This opportunity 
to participate on a national level in a time of incredible 
public television success and change is exciting and im-
portant, especially under the leadership of PBS President 
and CEO, Paula Kerger. 
   
I am grateful to each and every one of you, our viewers 
and members,  for your continued support of WCTE.  I 
would like to thank our staff and our Board of Directors, 
who provide me the opportunity to take part in this 
meaningful national work. To the elected leaders of our 
region, state, and country, thank you for continuing to 
invest in the treasure that is public broadcasting.  

Becky

by Becky Magura, President and CEO of WCTE

a national voice for The upper cumberland



WCTE and Children’s Library Staff introduce the new Mobile Lab to young library patrons. Pictured L-R:  Allison Fox, 
WCTE Grant Administrator; (seated) Amanda Yother, Putnam County Library Children’s Services Coordinator; Sarah 
Crawford Tucker, PCL Children’s Library Assistant; Cindy Putman, WCTE Ready To Learn Project Manager; Lee Wray, 

WCTE American Graduate Project Manager; Reggie Brown, WCTE Education Associate.  Photo Credit: Brian Page

NEW MOBILE LEARNING LAB DONATED 
TO PUTNAM COUNTY LIBRARY

WCTE recently presented five Apple iPad minis—a Ready To Learn Mobile 
Lab—to the Putnam County Library Children’s Department.  This donation 
was made possible through the Ready to Learn initiative, a partnership of 

PBS, The Corporation for Public Broadcasting and WCTE, funded by The Department 
of Education.  These iPads are loaded with educational and fun PBS Kids apps, which 
provide an engaging educational experience to children.  “WCTE chose to donate 
these devices to the Putnam County Library because the library is a free resource for 
all area children and families, many of whom do not have access to mobile devices.  
The library is a perfect partner for our Ready To Learn initiative,” commented Cindy 
Putman, the Ready To Learn Learning Tools Facilitator for Putnam County.

The library is currently circulating the iPads for in-house use, meaning that an adult 
with a library card in good standing can ‘check out’ an iPad for a child to use in the 
library.  The library also plans to use the iPads during Read! Play! Grow!, a literacy-
minded program for the youngest library patrons, ages 0-3 years old.  These devices 
will be used for other special programming at the library, where children and parents 
can explore new PBS Kids apps and learn how to download them to their own mo-
bile devices.  Free app code cards, available to families at the library, provide parent 
tips and extended learning activities.  “This empowers parents to take an active role 
in their child’s education and shows them the importance of being their child’s first 
teacher,” Putman remarked.  The app cards also suggest library books aligned to the 
skills introduced in the app.

Amanda Yother, PCL Children’s Services Coordinator, is thrilled to be able to offer 
tablets for public use.  “This is a resource that our library has been interested in 
providing for quite some time, but we were not able to secure the funding needed 
to get started,” enthused Amanda. “ We can now offer kids a chance to get their 
hands on these devices and become familiar with the technology.”    
For more information about WCTE’s Ready To Learn initiative, contact Cindy Putman 
at cputman@wcte.org.

INTERNET ACCESS
PROVIDED TO 

HEAD START CLASSROOMS

With the help of WCTE Upper Cumberland 
PBS, classrooms at 21 Head Start centers 
will now have classroom internet access.  
These Head Start centers recently received 
routers and network adapters for each 
classroom student computer.  This dona-
tion was made possible through the Ready 
to Learn initiative, a partnership of PBS, 
The Corporation for Public Broadcasting 
and WCTE, funded by The Department of 
Education. 

“Today, the world is a faster, more dynamic 
place with ever-changing advances in 
technology and the way we see the world,” 
explained Debbie Thomas, Early Childhood 
Education & Professional Development 
Manager for L.B.J. & C. Head Start.  

“It is essential that children are able to keep 
speed with these changes if they are go-
ing to be properly prepared and ready for 
school. The partnership with WCTE serves 
to enhance the technological abilities of 
the 1,307 children served by the L.B.J. & C. 
Head Start Program. Children will benefit 
from access to developmentally appro-
priate computer applications and direct 
linkage to PBS Kids online, and teachers 
benefit by gaining access to helpful re-
sources that promote and expand learning.  
We welcome the opportunity and applaud 
the efforts of WCTE and their focus on 
improving the quality of education and, 
ultimately, life in the Upper Cumberland.”

by allison fox
by allison fox

Cindy Putman, Ready To Learn Learning Tools Facilitator (right) 
shows PBS Kids online resources to Head Start employee 

Michelle Tollett and her son Brayden, a Head Start student.

Jan/Feb 2015 |  5



American Graduate Initiative: 
Partners & Champions

WCTE is continuing that commitment with its American 
Graduate initiative, a project that is working with communi-
ty partners to increase the graduation rate in the region and 
ensure our students are prepared for career and college.  

WCTE’s American Graduate is fortunate to be partnered with 
a number of successful community groups who have fantas-
tic programs that serve our youth.  These include Highlands 
Initiative Workforce Development and Education Commit-
tee, Upper Cumberland Commission on Children and Youth, 
and Putnam County School System Adult Education.  Be 
watching in 2015 for shows that will tell the story of why it’s 
important for our youth to graduate and what our commu-
nity partners are doing to help them. 

Watch for the naming of our American Graduate Champi-
ons.  WCTE will recognize individuals and organizations in 
the region who have gone above and beyond in helping 
individual youth overcome difficult situations to achieve 
their goals --- learning to read, completing a class, earning 
a diploma or equivalency, going to college, training for a 
job. Champions are individuals and groups who fight extra 
hard to help youth find solutions to the life problems that 
they must work through to find success. WCTE is proud and 
excited to have the chance to honor American Graduate 
Champions from our region.  

~Education has always been at the core of 
public television~

6 |  WCTE Close-Up

Do you struggle to pay for Medicare costs?  Extra Help is available 
for low income individuals with Medicare Health Insurance.   

Call for free assistance applying for Extra Help. 

SHIP is funded by the Administration for Community Living and administered locally by the Upper Cumberland Development District.  

by lee Wray



WCTE Upper Cumberland PBS has received a 
$2000 grant to purchase mobile production 
equipment to produce a new web series called 
“Crafted in Tennessee,” which will feature busi-
nesses and products unique to our state.  The se-
ries will tour Tennessee to cover stories that drive 
the entrepreneurial experience and contribute 
to the state’s economic development.  “Crafted in 
Tennessee” will begin production in 2015.

“The portable equipment WCTE will purchase 
with this grant will allow us to be more mobile 
in the way we collect stories around the Upper 
Cumberland and beyond,” commented Desirée 
Duncan, Director of Content at WCTE.  “We are 
excited about this new phase in the creation of 
content.  Web-based series will allow us to reach 
a new and diverse audience.” 

The Community Foundation of Middle Ten-
nessee, a charitable organization dedicated to 
enriching the quality of life in the 40 Middle 
Tennessee counties it serves, announces more 
than $1.65 million in grants to 265 nonprofit 
organizations as part of The Foundation’s an-
nual discretionary grant making process.  “The 
Community Foundation is honored to connect 
generosity with need through these annual 
grants and other avenues throughout the year, 

WCTE’s Desirée Duncan and Allison Fox receive the station’s grant contract 
from Jerry Williams during CFMT’s recent Grant Celebration event.

but we couldn’t have an impact without the array of quality nonprofits 
offering solutions to our community’s needs and vital services to our 
neighbors,” said Ellen Lehman, president of The Community Founda-
tion of Middle Tennessee.

The Community Foundation awards discretionary grants annually 
from its unrestricted and field-of-interest funds, through an open 
application process, to Middle Tennessee nonprofit organizations ad-
dressing community needs and benefiting the well-being of citizens 
through valuable programs and innovative services. More information 
on the grant process is online at cfmt.org/request/grants/.

Grant Awarded to WCTE by 
The Community Foundation of Middle Tennessee
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Daughter to Bob and Glenda, sister to Jordan and wife to Rob Ring,           
Shannon Terry recently embraced a new role – Membership Coordinator at 
WCTE.  Shannon will be overseeing all of the station’s membership drives 

and helping build long-lasting relationships with viewers. She will be a smiling, 
bright presence at WCTE events, a welcoming voice on the other end of the line 
when you give her a call with a membership question and a friendly, familiar face 
on TV right around pledge time.

Shannon graduated from Tennessee Tech with a degree in journalism and a minor 
in history in 2003 and went to work for the Appalachian Center for Craft. She was 
there for 10 years.

“Working at the Craft Center alongside such an amazing group of artists and pro-
fessionals really honed my organizational skills and I became the ‘go-to’ person for 
solving problems. Being mentored by such a diverse group prepared me well for 
that same creativity and diversity within WCTE.“

Having grown up in Cookeville, WCTE always seemed to be part Shannon’s life. 

“The station does so many wonderful things in the Upper Cumberland, from edu-
cational outreach to community events. Through its programming, WCTE tells our 
stories and helps to show us who we really are.”

“The Craft Center taught me that it is important to me that I believe in the mission 
of the organization in which I work.  I truly believe in the mission of the station and I 
am excited to be a part of the WCTE team.”

MEET  SHANNON  TERRY

Questions about membership? 
To become a first time member or renew your membership, 

please contact Shannon Terry 
sterry@wcte.org or 931.528.2222, ext 300.

8 |  WCTE Close-Up



LOCALLY GROWN SHOWS
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Weekdays & Ready to Learn

daytime 
schedule

Saturdays

Sundays

5:00 AM Sit and Be Fit 

5:30 AM Classical Stretch 

6:00 AM Odd Squad 

6:30 AM Wild Kratts

7:00 AM Curious George

7:30 AM Curious George 

8:00 AM  Daniel Tiger 

8:30 AM  Daniel Tiger

9:00 AM Sesame Street

10:00 AM Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood

10:30 AM Space Racers

11:00 AM   Peg + Cat 

11:30 AM  Peg + Cat

12:00 PM Super Why

12:30 PM Thomas & Friends  
 

1:00 PM Sesame Street 

1:30 PM Cat in the Hat Knows a Lot About    

 That 

2:00 PM Clifford The Big Red Dog

2:30 PM  Curious George 

3:00 PM Arthur

3:30 PM Odd Squad

4:00 PM Wild Kratts

4:30 PM Wild Kratts

5:00 PM  Martha Speaks  MWF                    

Maya and Miguel  TR

5:30 PM Nightly Business Report

6:00 PM PBS NewsHour

5:00 AM Barney & Friends

5:30 AM  Angelina Ballerina:  
The Next Steps

6:00 AM Curious George

6:30 AM Daniel Tiger

7:00 AM Daniel Tiger

7:30 AM Dinosaur Train

8:00 AM Sesame Street

8:30 AM Dinosaur Train

9:00 AM This Old House

9:30 AM Ask This Old House

10:00 AM Hometime 

10:30 AM  Various Woodworking  
Shows 

11:00 AM  Rick Steves’ Europe

11:30 AM    Martha Stewart’s  
Cooking School

12:00 PM  America’s Test Kitchen

12:30 PM  Chef John Besh’s  

Family Table

1:00 PM  Movable Feast

1:30 PM  Tennessee Crossroads

2:00 PM  Tennessee Wildside

2:30 PM  Live Green Tennessee

3:00 PM Volunteer Gardener

3:30 PM P. Allen Smith’s 

4:00 PM America’s Heartland

4:30 PM  Motorweek

5:00 PM      Sewing w Nancy 

5:30 PM Fons and Porter’s

                       Love of Quilting

6:00 PM  Lawrence Welk

5:00 AM Sid the Science Kid

5:30 AM Peg + Cat

6:00 AM Curious George

6:30 AM Curious George

7:00 AM Daniel Tiger

7:30 AM Daniel Tiger

8:00 AM Sesame Street 

8:30 AM Dinosaur Train

9:00 AM Dinosaur Train

9:30 AM Peg + Cat

10:00 AM Cat in the Hat

10:30 AM Wild Kratts

11:00 AM  Dr. Bob Show

11:30 AM  McLaughlin Group 

12:00 PM  America by the Numbers

12:30 PM  To the Contrary with 

 Bonnie Erbe 

1:00 PM  Lawrence Welk Show

2:00 PM  Classic Gospel

One on One with Becky Magura

Come Cheer on Your Team and Be a Part of the 
Live Audience for WCTE’s 2015 Academic Bowl!

becky’s One on One January guest is max 
Kennedy, american author and the ninth 
child of robert and ethel Kennedy.
 

COMING TO YOU FROM WCTE IN JANUARY & FEBRUARY

Legislative Coverage

Bluegrass Underground Nominated for Four Emmy Awards

local high schools will send their best teams to 
compete in WcTe’s 29th annual Academic Bowl.  This year, 

the tournament will be held at:                                    
                           Tennessee Tech’s Derryberry Hall on 

                                Sat., Jan. 31 and Sat., Feb. 7th, 8am - 5pm. 
moderated by dr. brian o’connor, this will be a double elimination tournament 

competing for  1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th prize plus the prestigious dr. fred culp award!

WCTE, along with Tennessee’s other five public television stations, will air 
gavel-to-gavel coverage of the Tennessee General Assembly sessions. They 
will begin on Mon., Jan. 12 -17 and will air on WORLD [Ch. 22.2] Mon. through 
Thurs. throughout the legislative session.  Governor Haslam’s inauguration will 
be on Sat. Jan. 17 at 11am and will be carried our main channel.

in february, becky ‘s guest is dr. mark 
hyman, an eight-time #1 new York Times 
bestselling author and a speaker, educator 
and advocate for living a life of vitality. 

Music City Roots was created by Todd Mayo (one 
of the producers of Bluegrass Underground) and 
John Walker as a way to showcase the growing 
Roots and Americana movement in Nashville’s 
music scene. The show’s live radio format was 
inspired by the early Grand Ole Opry.

Watch Music City Roots Saturdays at 11 pm.

Bluegrass Underground has been nominated for  
“Best Entertainment,” “Audio,” “Lighting” and “Technical 
Achievement.”   Catch the 29th Midsouth Emmy Award 
Show on Sat., Jan. 31 at 8pm on WCTE.

You can see Bluegrass Underground  every Thursday 
night at 9:30pm AND don’t forget to purchase tickets 
to the tapings of the show in March -- they go fast!  

Max Kennedy Dr. Mark Hyman
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Zooming in  
for a Close-Up

The Great British 
Baking Show

Follow the trials and tribulations of passionate 
amateur bakers whose goal is to be named the 
U.K.’s best. Each week, the bakers tackle a differ-
ent skill, the difficulty of which increases as the 
competition unfolds. Mary Berry, a leading cook-
book writer, and Paul Hollywood, a top artisan 
baker, serve as judges. Together with hosts and 
comic foils Sue Perkins and Mel Giedroyc, Berry 
and Hollywood search for the country’s best 
amateur baker by testing the competitors’ skills 
on cakes, breads, pastries and desserts, crowning 
a winner after 10 weeks of competition.

Sundays, Dec. 28 ~ March 1

On January 5, ANTIQUES ROADSHOW, 
PBS’s most-watched series, kicks off 

Season 19 with a home-run appraisal 
of an early Boston baseball archive for 

$1,000,000!
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Jan/Feb 2015  |  13

Zooming in  
for a Close-Up

Sundays, Jan. 18 ~ Feb. 22

MASTERPIECE MYSTERIES:
Grantchester

“As a priest, isn’t everything our business?” asks Rev-
erend Sidney Chambers as he gets to the bottom of 
another baffling murder around the placid village 
of Grantchester. James Norton stars as the hand-
some, jazz-loving vicar, with Robson Green as his 
law-enforcement ally, Inspector Geordie Keating, on 
Grantchester, airing in six parts on MASTERPIECE.

It all begins with a sad but predictable suicide. 
Lawyer Stephen Staunton in nearby Cambridge has 
been drinking heavily and is deeply in debt. Late 
one night, he turns his old service revolver on him-
self, leaving behind a blood-spattered suicide note 
and a grieving widow. It’s an open-and-shut case, 
according to Geordie, who is the overworked police 
inspector in charge of the investigation.

But people confide things in a parish priest that 
they never tell police—which is how Sidney comes 
to suspect murder. His first hurdle is to convince 
Geordie that there’s more to Staunton’s death than 
meets the eye. Fortunately, the cleric and the cop 
bond over their war service, their love of a good 
pub, and their competitive instincts—in this case, 
for backgammon.

It’s the start of a beautiful friendship that takes 
Sidney and Geordie through a series of challenging 
cases, revealing the dark side of early 1950s Eng-
land—jealousy, prejudice, class conflict, and plain 
old passion.

The last emotion is not exactly unknown to Sidney, 
who is an unusually worldly clergyman. His pursuit 
of love is as much a part of the story as his tireless 
search for justice, spiritual fulfillment, and a really 
hip jazz club.



14 |  WCTE Close-Up

Primetime / Jan. 23 - Feb. 3 
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Zooming in  
for a Close-Up

Shakespeare Uncovered
Fridays, Jan. 30 ~ Feb. 13

Shakespeare Uncovered combines history, bios, 
iconic performances, new analysis, and the person-
al passions of its celebrated hosts to tell the stories 
behind the stories of Shakespeare’s greatest plays.

~A Midsummer Night’s Dream with hugh bonneville~
~King Lear with christopher Plummer~

Friday, Jan. 30 

Friday, Feb 6 

~Taming of the Shrew with morgan freeman~
~Othello with david harewood~

Friday, Feb 13 
~Antony and Cleopatra with Kim cattrall~
~Romeo and Juliet with Joseph fiennes~
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Primetime / Feb. 3 - Feb. 14
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Zooming in  
for a Close-Up

This five-part series takes a fresh look at humankind’s 
relationship to the planet’s wildest places and most 
fascinating species. Dr. M. Sanjayan, a leading con-
servation scientist, takes viewers on a stunning visual 
journey to explore how humans are inextricably wo-
ven into every aspect of the planet’s natural systems. 
The series features spectacular natural history footage 
from the most striking places on Earth, filming en-
counters between wild animals and the people who 
live and work with them. 

EARTH: A New Wild
Wednesdays, Feb 4 ~ 25

Look for the great PBS shows that honor African Ameri-
can history, issues, performers and influential personali-
ties during the month of February on WCTE:

Jimi Hendrix: American Masters ~ Feb. 6 at 10pm

Antiques Roadshow: Celebrating Black Americana ~ Feb. 9 at 9pm

Richard Pryor: Icon ~ Feb. 13 at 10pm

Independent Lens: Through a Lens Darkly  ~ Feb 16 at 10pm

American Masters: August Wilson ~ Feb 20 at 8pm

Slavery by Another Name ~ Feb 20 at 9:30pm

Independent Lens: American Denial ~ Feb 23 at 10pm

February is

Black
History
Month
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Zooming in  
for a Close-Up

Tuesdays, Feb. 17 & 24
THE ITALIAN AMERICANS, a new two-part, four-hour 
documentary series about the Italian experience in 
America, explores the evolution of Italian Americans 
from the late nineteenth century to today, from 
“outsiders” once viewed with suspicion and mistrust 
to some of the most prominent leaders of business, 
politics and the arts today.

Unlike other immigrant groups, many Italians did 
not come to America to stay. At the turn of the 20th 
century, most came to work, earn money to support 
their families, and eventually return home. Nearly 
half of the first generation Italian immigrants did 
return to Italy. For those that made America home, 
their struggle to maintain a distinct Italian culture 
was guided by remarkably powerful ideals of family 
that had always been at the center of their lives. In 
the Italian family, the needs of the collective came 
before the individual — a value system often at 
odds with American ideals of freedom and personal 
choice. While the power of the Italian family became 
a source of strength, it also bred suspicion, popular-
ized in popular media as a dark, criminal element. 
This clash of culture echoed through generations of 
Italian Americans and, as they entered positions of 
political, social and cultural influence, it has left its 
mark on the American landscape.

The Italian Americans

A young Frank Sinatra with an unidentified 
girl in Hoboken, NJ



20 |  WCTE Close-Up

Primetime / Feb. 25 - Feb. 28 

Follow the story of researcher and Nobel Laureate Gunnar Myrdal 
whose study, An American Dilemma (1944), investigated how 
denial, cognitive dissonance, and unrecognized, unconscious                
attitudes continue to dominate racial dynamics in American life. 
The film’s unusual narrative sheds a unique light on the uncon-
scious political and moral world of modern Americans. Archival 
footage, newsreels, nightly news reports, and rare southern home 
movies from the ‘30s and ‘40s thread through the story.

Witnesses work to exhume unconscious feelings Americans have 
about themselves and others — fascinated by the Myrdal ques-
tion, and by how much true thinking and feeling unfolds in social 
contexts in an unconscious mode.  This Independent Lens program 
will appear Feb. 23 at 10pm.

Explore the roots of gender inequality, the devastating impact 
of poverty and the ripple effects that follow — including sex 
trafficking, teen pregnancy, gender-based violence, and child 
slavery. In their travels, they meet with inspiring activists who 
are creating effective solutions to gender-based oppression, 
transforming lives and providing a roadmap for sustainable 
future change. 

Based on the most recent book by Kristof and WuDunn entitled 
A Path Appears: Transforming Lives, Creating Opportunity, the 
three-part series premieres on WCTE as a special presentation 
of Independent Lens on three consecutive Monday nights, Jan. 
26, Feb. 2 and Feb. 9 at 10pm.

JOIN US for a FREE screeninG aT cPac (10 e. broad st, cookeville) and a discussion of The issues. 

a Path appears ~ Tuesday, January 6 at 6pm american denial ~ Tuesday, february 3 at 6pm
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Zooming in  
for a Close-Up

Saturday, Feb. 28

MEMBERSHIP PROGRAMMING

Motown 25: Yesterday, Today, Forever debuted on NBC 
on May 16, 1983, and became an immediate sensation. 
The highlight that caused the most talk was Michael 
Jackson’s world premiere of the moonwalk (aka six 
seconds that changed the world) but Motown 25 had 
an abundance of buzzworthy moments—reunions by 
the Miracles, the Supremes and The Jackson 5; the first 
battle of the bands between The Temptations and Four 
Tops; and the hottest comedian in the world at the 
time, Richard Pryor, as host. 

Motown 25: 
Yesterday, Today, Forever

Great Performances:
Pavarotti: A Voice for the Ages

Luciano Pavarotti extended his presence far beyond 
the limits of Italian opera. Quickly establishing his rich 
sound as the great male operatic voice of the 20th 
century, he expanded his reach to stadium concerts 
and pop collaborations that brought him fame beyond 
measure. Audiences adored his larger than life personal-
ity, childlike charm, generous figure and happy go lucky 
style. This program celebrates the 50th anniversary 
since the launch of the international phenomenon. 

Friday, Feb. 27



DOWNTON ABBEY, Season 5 

Downton Abbey returns for an 
epic fifth season of intimately 
interlaced stories centered on an 

English country estate—a deliciously en-
tertaining formula that has made it the 
highest-rated drama in PBS history. 

Viewership and social media stats have 
soared since Downton Abbey launched 
in January 2011. Season 4 drew an aver-
age audience of 13.2 million viewers, 
making it the top PBS drama of all time 
and one of the highest-rated dramas 
now on American television.

 “Our cast and crew have been immersed 
in the world of Downton for the last five 
years and it is a thrill to have seen it grow 
in popularity in the United States to 
become one of the most watched shows 
on television,” commented Executive 
Producer Gareth Neame.

Viewers can expect to follow plot 
threads left dangling from last sea-
son, including Lady Mary’s courtship 
contest, Lady Edith’s trials as a secret 
single mom, Thomas’s scheming 
against Bates, Robert’s battles against 
modernity, Tom’s quest to be true to his 
ideals, Violet’s one-line zingers, and the 
Dowager Countess has an absolutely 
brilliant storyline this year.

“I feel a shaking of the ground I stand 
on. The nature of life is not perma-
nent but flux. Things are changing.“                                                                            
            ~ Season 5 Trailer

While the show is known for high 
stakes drama, laugh-out loud comedy 
and romance (and there will be plenty 
of that), it has largely avoided action 
sequences.  So plan to be surprised in 
the fifth season opener by a danger-
ous, death-defying action scene… 

One of the recurring themes of 
Downton Abbey is change, from the 
wrenching consequences of the Titanic 
disaster in Season 1 to a notorious au-
tomobile accident at the end of Season 
3—plus World War I, women’s rights, 
and the new morals, inventions, and 
fashions of the 1920s.

In Season 5, it’s 1924.  The United 
Kingdom has its first Labor Party prime 
minister. The radio is the latest miracle 
of the age. And Downton’s traditional 
ways are besieged on all fronts, as evi-
denced by this exchange between the 
head housekeeper, Mrs. Hughes, and 
the butler, Mr. Carson:

“We’re catching up, Mr. Carson. Wheth-
er you like it or not, Downton is catch-
ing up with the times we live in,” says 
the forward-thinking Mrs. Hughes.

“That’s exactly what I’m afraid of!” the 
butler retorts.

airing sundays January 4 - march 1 ~ 8pm

2015 Downton Abbey Sweepstakes ~ Enter daily through March 15, 2015, for a chance to win a 5-day, 4-night 
trip for two adults from the U.S. to Great Britain.  For details and to enter, go to wcte.org and follow the link!
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We know you have a choice in what you watch and what you support. 
WCTE is “TV worth watching and supporting.”

Entrenched in the Upper Cumberland, WCTE is making a difference through educational, 
informational, entertaining programming, as well as through many outreach events.
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Galligan & Newman  
Bluegrass Under-
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ming

Twin Lakes Tele-
phone Cooperative  
Assorted Programming

Upper Cumberland 
Tourism Association 
Discover the Upper 
Cumberland and Prime 
Time
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Downton Abbey on 
Masterpiece and As-
sorted Programming

USDA 
Live Green Tennessee

UCDD Medicare Part 
D Extra Help Assorted 
Programming
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A grateful and sincere thank you to our valued underwriters!
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Your message reaches influential and affluent readers and viewers 
who are loyal to the sponsors of the station that brings them the 

shows they love.

Contact Avery Owens or 
Celeste Bennett, for advertising 

rates and information. 
call  931-528-2222 or email 

aowens@wcte.org
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