2018 Local Content and Services Report

We are your neighbor…
In 2017-2018, Panhandle PBS had the pleasure of hosting a year-long celebration of the
station’s 30th Anniversary. Events continued throughout the year that not only looked
back at past accomplishments but also celebrated the future of our station and our
region. We dedicated the year to serving you, our valued supporters who help make our
efforts in our collective neighborhood a reality.
With an emphasis on education, arts, culture, business and civic affairs, Panhandle PBS
tells the story of the Texas Panhandle while enlightening, entertaining and empowering
the lives of children and adults across our region. We are here for our family, friends and
neighbors who make the Texas Panhandle such a special place to live.
As a member of the Amarillo College family, education is always at the forefront of our
station’s programming and activities. As a non-profit educational media organization,
PBS KIDS serves children’s learning opportunities at home and at school. Parents view
Panhandle PBS and PBS KIDS as the most trusted and safest source of content for children
and families. As a leader in preparing children for success, Panhandle PBS brings lessons
to life through valuable programming and engagement efforts to foster literacy and social
skills.
We are proud to report that Panhandle PBS’s community programs, through local
collaborations, on-air and at special events, is accessible to more people than ever. We
meet you where you are - across television, radio, social media, the web, and in-person.
Our neighbors have voted and membership has increased. Thank you for supporting us
along with thousands of dedicated viewers and users of our content and community
resources. As we look forward to our next year of programming, remember that the people
of the Panhandle are the reason we are here. I encourage you to continue to this exciting
journey with our station for many years to come.

Kevin Ball
Chief Executive Officer

LOCAL CONTENT INITIATIVES
Live Here

Panhandle PBS continued to follow its mission to enlighten, educate, entertain and inform the people of Amarillo
and the Texas Panhandle through the production of its news magazine, Live Here. The community and public affairs
program brought to the forefront both serious issues and uplifting stories. From September 2017 through August
2018, the following topics were featured, reaching all audiences in our region:

• In conjunction with the airing of Ken Burns’ The Vietnam War, Panhandle PBS produced a related six-part
“Crossing the Divide: The Texas Panhandle Vietnam War Project” series for Live Here, with the following content
highlights:
		
•
			
		
•
			
		
•
			
		
•
			

Texas Panhandle Veterans discussed experiences that changed their lives and haunt them still, and
placed viewers in the midst of the mortars, rockets, bullets and chaos.
An Amarillo philanthropist recounted her life as a humanitarian volunteer in Vietnam during the war,
while another described her involvement in anti-war protests.
An Amarillo woman recalled her time in Vietnam as a Red Cross “Donut Dolly,” and Panhandle PBS
previewed “The Wall that Heals,” which the station brought to Amarillo in December 2017.
Two refugees from Vietnam who now make their homes in Amarillo shared stories of their war-torn 		
homeland and resettlement.

• Refugees to our region shared harrowing stories of their lives in Sudan and their gratitude for the U.S. and, a
West Texas A&M University expert on terrorism explained forces at work in the war-torn African region.
• Memphis, TX, resident Cleatus Lebow — one of few USS Indianapolis survivors alive today — recalled his fight to
stay afloat and last for days in the Pacific Ocean during World War II.
• As Texas Cattle Feeders Association celebrated its 50th anniversary, the organization’s leaders discussed the
association’s billions-of-dollars role in the local, tri-state and national economies.
• The real-life account of Maria Madi, who sheltered Jews from the Nazis in wartime Europe. The show featured
Madi’s Amarillo family, a Holocaust museum curator, and a man Madi saved.
• Musician J.D. Souther, known as a principal architect of the Southern California sound, sat down for an interview
about his childhood in Amarillo and time at Amarillo College.
• Live Here aired selections from our Yellow City Sounds Live concerts in five shows. Artists featured included Red
River Songwriters, a collaboration of six musicians including Amarillo native Susan Gibson; singer-songwriter
Drew Kennedy; Amarillo singer-songwriter Yvonne Perea; Amarillo transplant, singer-songwriter Dana Hubbard;
and folk singer Don Conoscenti.
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From the Vault

Panhandle PBS began re-airing relevant and historical
content from the station’s vault as part of the station’s 30
anniversary celebration. Those shows included:
• Rick Husband: Man with a Mission, a documentary
examining the life and times of the Amarillo native,
who was the pilot of space shuttle Discovery and
commander of the ill-fated Columbia.   
• A collaborative Texas PBS production, Natural Wonder
of Texas, a collaborative Texas PBS production, which
followed the timeline from Palo Duro Canyon’s prehistoric
origins to its relevance today as a state park.
• Ben Konis: The Artist’s Artist, a look at the Amarillo art
legend, master of pastels and teacher to hundreds.
• Memories of Black Sunday, featuring first-hand recollections of area Dust Bowl survivors — where they were, what 		
they were doing and how they felt as they witnessed the black duster of April 14, 1935.
• Cadillac Ranch: Fame, Fins & Fantasy, a dive into the meaning of Cadillac Ranch 20 years after an eccentric Texas 		
millionaire and a group of artists from California known as The Ant Farm buried 10 Caddies on the Texas prairie.
• Suzuki: The Music Within, a look at the Suzuki program, which works with youngsters to instill an innate
understanding of and feel for music.
• Behind the Brand, a documentary taking a close-up look at a working ranch east of Amarillo.
• Live Strong. Die Well., an account of hospice care in the Texas Panhandle.
• A Cathedral in the Desert: The POWs of Hereford Camp 31, recalling the Italian Prisoners of War who decorated
St. Mary’s Church in Umbarger, TX, during World War II.
• Bragging Rights: Coors Cowboy Rodeo, a look at the rich ranching history in the region and the Coors Cowboy
Ranch Rodeo in which 14 ranches annually compete for the braggin’ rights.   
• Quanah Parker: His Life, His Legacy, an exploration of the legendary Comanche leader.
• Pepe Romero: I Live for Music, a look at the member of the famed Spanish musical family, who performed solo
guitar works and was joined in concert by the local Harrington String Quartet.
• Polk Street Jazz: One Night Only, a concert production also featuring a taste of the local quintet’s rehearsals and
how each musician views their instrument’s place in the music.
• Route 66: A Journey Through Texas, which featured a whimsical look at the development of the Mother Road and
the impact it had on our local culture and economy.        
• John Bayless: Music Is There Always, an intimate look at world-renowned pianist Bayless, a Borger, TX, native.
• Goodnight: Panhandle Trailblazer, a discussion of how, by age 41, Panhandle trailblazer Charles Goodnight helped
establish the JA Ranch near the Palo Duro Canyon — a ranch that would ultimately cover more than a million acres.
• Mary Jane Johnson: From the Heart, a documentary chronicling the life of Johnson, an international opera star
and Pampa, TX, native.
• Cowboy Mystique: Tribute to Buck Ramsey, which paid homage to Amarillo’s preeminent cowboy poet.   
• Through Thin Air: The Evolution of Broadcasting in the Panhandle, an in-depth look at the personalities that
pioneered broadcast radio and TV in the Texas Panhandle.
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Play Here

Panhandle PBS’s Play Here blog covered the broad scope
of Amarillo and the Texas Panhandle’s entertainment scene,
including the arts, live music, movies and events. Posts have
included:
• Weekly roundups offer at-a-glance details on activities/
events, movies and live music in Amarillo and the immediate
area
• Monthly entertainment calendars and roundups of fundraisers help readers plan ahead
• Daily posts include features on bands (touring and local),
arts performances, art exhibitions and more
• Movie reviews, including extensive coverage of Oscar
season
• Video projects featuring live music, activities, previews of
arts seasons and individual productions, and more

The Season

The Season is a Panhandle PBS project offering in-depth coverage of Amarillo’s arts scene one entity at a time. The
2017-18 iteration focused on Amarillo Museum of Art, offering insight into exhibitions, art collecting and more for all
audiences across the Texas Panhandle. The following episodes were produced during this time frame:
• Episode 1: “An exhibition of ideas”
Learn how and why the museum put a focus on the most overlooked of art forms — architecture — in its latest
biennial exhibition, which its juror says features “an amazing variety of interpretations.”
• Episode 2: “Larry Hagman’s wristband from his liver transplant”
An exclusive look inside Amarillo Museum of Art’s private vault, including works by abstract expressionist Elaine
de Kooning and iconic artist Georgia O’Keeffe, as well as one of the oddest pieces in the collection.
• Episode 3: “To see the beautiful, you have to see the ugliness”
Featuring Amarillo Museum of Art’s groundbreaking exhibitions inspired by the Vietnam War and its aftermath
through interviews with three of the artists — a refugee, an immigrant and an American veteran of the conflict.
• Episode 4: “It really is a top-tier collection”
Sharing the history of Amarillo Museum of Art’s extensive Price Collection of Asian Art and what it means to have
a true passion for collecting.
• Episode 5: “If you think you can do it, go ahead”
Exploring the modernist, minimalist collection of Mike and Dalia Engler and the hidden depths of seemingly simple
works of art.

Learn Here

Through its website and blog, the content initiative Learn Here connected all audiences with educational happenings across Amarillo and the Texas Panhandle including methods teachers use to help students learn social and political decisions affecting schools and activities that blend education and community focus. During this time frame,
Learn Here featured:
• New pianos and technology benefiting Amarillo College’s school of music
• A new 21,000-square-foot SimCentral facility at Texas Tech University Health
Sciences Center in Amarillo, where multiple disciplines learn together how to
address simulated medical emergencies and learn patient interactions
• The inauguration of Walter V. Wendler as the new president of West Texas A&M
University
• River Road ISD’s expansion of trade education programs
• The discovery by West Texas A&M students of a product that kills and prevents mold
on objects and in homes
• A $100 million bond proposal by Amarillo Independent School District for
improvements at 49 campuses
• Storybridge, a childhood literacy initiative
• Amarillo College’s Success 360 initiative
• How a teacher shortage in the Texas Panhandle is being addressed
• The design of a new city transit system by Amarillo High School students
• How the Winter Olympics inspired first grade science lessons
• The Battle of the Books
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•

“Introduce a Girl to Engineering” at Don Harrington Discovery Center
The “Track 2 Teach” recruitment program at Pampa Independent School District
Assessment of Texas public education needs through 2030
Finding a second career in teaching
An outreach program for American Sign Language users and learners at Caprock High School
A volunteer who taught ukulele to students in third, fourth and fifth grades at Sanborn Elementary School
Amarillo Independent School District summer literacy programs
No Excuses Poverty Initiative
Autism awareness in the classroom
How to bridge literacy gaps
How teachers prepare classrooms for the opening of the school year

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT INITIATIVES

Yellow City Sounds Music Festival: Music that Changed the World

On September 2, 2017 Panhandle PBS and Amarillo College’s FM90 hosted the first Yellow City Sounds Music Festival
in Memorial Park, adjacent to the Amarillo College campus. The Festival was free for all attendees and featured 6
local and regional bands and music acts that entertained over 3,000 guests from 2:30pm – 10:00pm. The familyfriendly event featured a kids activity area with 4 different community partners hosting hands-on activities that
educated and entertained kids for hours. A dozen food trucks were also on hand enabling attendees to feast upon
our local food community’s finest.

Indie Lens Pop-Up Film Screenings

Panhandle PBS piloted the Indie Lens Pop-Up series for our community in 2017-2018 to great success. Indie Lens
Pop-Up events feature films shown on Panhandle PBS’s Independent Lens - television’s largest showcase of
independent documentary films. We reached nearly 500 people across the Panhandle community, including
underserved populations, with free film screenings, panel discussions and even musical concerts at “pop-up”
venues including libraries, concert hall theatres, and churches.
Events included:
Chasing Trane: The John Coltrane Documentary in partnership with Amarillo College
Music Department (11/2/17)
I Am Not Your Negro in partnership with Amarillo Public Library and the Amarillo Branch
of the NAACP (1/9/18)
Tell Them We Are Rising; The Story of Black Colleges and
Universities in partnership with Amarillo College, NAACP Amarillo Branch, and Amarillo
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship (2/6/18)
Delores at Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church with Los Barrios de Amarillo, Texa
Association of Chicanos in Higher Education, and Amarillo Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce (3/5/18)
Look and See, Wendell Berry’s Kentucky with Don Harrington Discovery Center (4/16/18)
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“The Vietnam War” Engagement Initiative

Crossing the Divide: The Texas Panhandle Vietnam Project was our local engagement effort around the new Ken
Burns film, “The Vietnam War” which transpired in Fall and Winter 2017. Panhandle PBS reached broad audiences
across the Texas Panhandle with meaningful content of various perspectives and engaged them in unique,
educational experiences about this historical event.
Panhandle PBS collected and shared 34 Vietnam War stories of various perspectives. Examples include Vietnam
Veterans sharing their stories of service and perspectives on the War, women in the War (from a “donut dolly” to a
peace activist volunteering in Vietnam), Vietnamese refugees to the Texas Panhandle as a result of the War, and
visual artists (including both Vietnamese and Veterans’ perspectives.) Interviewees came from seven geographic
locations within the Texas Panhandle and three additional locations outside the Panhandle.
New curriculum on the Vietnam War was also developed with a team of educators from around the Panhandle, in
partnership with Region 16 Education Service Center and Amarillo ISD, and was shared with 1,000 educators across
the Panhandle. We also submitted these lesson plans to the national PBS LearningMedia teacher resource website/
database, which currently has 1.8 million total subscribers.

Partner events included story collection, historical exhibitions, art exhibitions, gallery talks, panel discussions,
informational talks, film screenings, a music concert, and helping host “The Wall that Heals,” the mobile replica of
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C. Combined our project partnership activities reached 16,860
participants through events and activities, with up to 400,000 being reached through promotions on air, and
thousands more through print and online promotions.
For this project we partnered with 17 important community collaborators in our region, including Amarillo College,
Amarillo ISD, Amarillo Little Theater, Amarillo Museum of Art, Amarillo Public Library, City of Amarillo, Cornette
Library at West Texas A&M University, Amarillo College’s FM90, Freedom Museum USA, Military Order of the Purple
Heart Chapter 553, Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum, Region 16 Education Service Center, Southern Light
Gallery, Texas Panhandle War Memorial & Education Center, Thomas E. Creek VA Medical Center, Vet Center, VFW
1475, and West Texas A&M University. Three national partners included PBS, the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund,
and WETA - the public television station serving Washington D.C.
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Create TV Launch

Panhandle PBS introduced Create TV to the Texas Panhandle in January 2018 featuring series and specials on
cooking, travel, home improvement, gardening, arts and crafts and other lifestyle interests. This new, public,
around-the-clock broadcast features the most popular lifestyle and how-to programming seen on PBS.
On any given day, Create TV channel treats home-improvement buffs to This Old House and Rough Cut –
Woodworking with Tommy Mac. Food fans feast on America’s Test Kitchen from Cook’s Illustrated, Lidia’s Kitchen,
Mexico – One Plate at a Time with Rick Bayless and Jacques Pepin: Heart & Soul.
A special program on Create TV has a local connection to Panhandle PBS. In Two for the Road, the Texas
Panhandle’s very own Nikki and Dusty Green take viewers on a thrilling journey around the globe in search of
remarkable experiences, spectacular sights and fascinating people.

Earth Day, Every Day

Amarillo Zoo held “Earth Day, Every Day” in partnership with Panhandle PBS and
other community partners in April 2018. The event reached over 1,500 children
and family members of all backgrounds with healthy family resources from various
community organizations, Earth-friendly crafts and activities for kids, and Zookeeper
talks about featured animals at the Zoo.

Summer Splash with Curious George

In June 2018, Panhandle PBS served over 400 children and family members – free of charge – with hands-on
creative activities and storytelling with Curious George at Memorial Park in Amarillo. The event brought families,
friends and children together for a fun, educational afternoon while encouraging tune-in to our PBS Kids 24/7
channel and additional PBS Kids on-air and on-line programming.

Digital Media Camp

The Matney Mass Media Program at Amarillo College, Panhandle PBS,
and Amarillo College’s FM90 radio station partnered to host “Digital
Media Camp” from June 25-28, 2018. Part of Amarillo College’s “Kids’
College” summer camps, the fun and educational camp targeted 6th
- 9th graders, and scholarships were made available through Amarillo
College. Campers received hands-on experience in video editing and
production, news reporting and writing, and best practices in web,
social media, and radio. Students were even guest speakers on Amarillo
College’s FM90 and conducted a showcase for friends and family with
their completed video production pieces.

Radio Production Room Improvements

With support from the Amarillo College Foundation, Panhandle PBS made needed
renovations to the FM90/Panhandle PBS radio production room. Improvements
included new custom built furniture for existing equipment, allowing easy adjustments depending on recording needs. New lighting has been added and staff can
now change back-light colors and intensity, which helps transform the room into a
full service digital production studio. New computers, upgrades to the telephone
recording equipment, a new Go Pro camera with mounting options, and four microphones help the space better serve Amarillo College students and the community
with interviews, musician recordings, and podcast productions. The space is already demonstrating its improved functionality by allowing more students to comfortably fit into the space, simplifying workflow and improving sightlines to focus on
equipment and learning experiences that matter most.
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The Great American Read

The Great American Read, a PBS initiative to find America’s favorite book, launched in May 2018. All of the novels on
the top 100 list were chosen by the American public in a specially commissioned, demographically representative
national survey conducted by YouGov. An advisory panel, composed of 13 literary professionals including Shanna
Peeples, from Amarillo, TX, used their collective expertise to establish basic ground rules and minimally influence the
final list to break ties and maximize the variety.

For this region, Panhandle PBS held a concurrent vote to determine The Great Panhandle Read. For this voting
program, the list of 100 books was narrowed to 64 by a panel of representatives from our partners — Amarillo Public
Library, Harrington Library Consortium, Amarillo College and Panhandle PBS/FM 90 — and placed into a bracket.
The seeds were revealed in a live event Aug. 4 at Ama-Con, the Amarillo Public Library’s pop culture convention
held at the Amarillo Civic Center Complex. Viewers voted via Panhandle PBS’s Facebook page, online and with
paper ballots every two weeks to narrow the field to one final winner, and voters were eligible to win prizes at every
step along the way.
Other local engagement activities included a new podcast series, Check Me Out: A Podcast for Book lovers.
Sixteen podcasts were recorded by staff and local partners and avid book fans (available on iTunes and
Soundcloud). Several book clubs were also organized through Amarillo Public Library.
Booklovers also competed in teams of up to four in a special Great American Read Trivia Contest in October at
Metropolitan, A Speakeasy.
While Americans selected Harper Lee’s To Kill A Mockingbird as the #1 most-loved novel in The Great American
Read, the Panhandle selected the Harry Potter series as the #1 most loved novel, which came in #3 on list of
America’s list of the top 100 reads.

Savor the Goods Fundraisers and The Goods Series

In June of 2018, Panhandle PBS kicked off our new “Savor the Goods” content and
fundraising series with Amarillo’s top chefs and local farmers, bringing a one-ofa-kind farm to table dining experience to the Texas Panhandle. At six events held
monthly through November, top chefs in our region planned and sourced a menu
using locally grown meats, produce, honey and more, while also educating guests
on the “how to’s” of dinner preparation incorporating the following themes: “Master
the Goods,” “Raise the Goods,” “Toast the Goods,” and “Know the Goods.” Guests
enjoyed dynamic flavors and tastes, were given expert preparation and cooking
advice, and took home a piece of their meal in the form of product or tool to
prepare something in their own kitchen. Video content collected at these events
will continue to be shared through production pieces on air and online.

30th Anniversary Celebration

Panhandle PBS hosted “Panhandle PBS Cuts Footloose,” an 80’s-themed anniversary party on August 30th, 2018
at Reed Beverage in Amarillo, inviting the community, station members, former employees, and more to celebrate
30 years of bringing high quality educational programming and outreach to the Texas Panhandle region. Guests
enjoyed music by local band Noah Jenda and small tastes of food from the ‘80s prepared by Executive Chef Rocky
Dunnam.
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Mission Statement
Panhandle PBS provides a gathering place for intelligent, trusted
community engagement to enlighten, entertain and empower the
people of the Texas Panhandle and the world.

Vision
Panhandle PBS will be the leading community resource empowering
people to discover their world, broaden their horizons, and become
active participants in shaping their future.

Values
· Education – Panhandle PBS believes that education is a fundamental 		
element to empowering citizens and that lifelong learning is a critical
element of effective citizenship.
· Excellence/Quality – Panhandle PBS believes that excellence, quality 		
and positive results should define any program or service that it offers
to the community.
· Meaningful Relationships – Panhandle PBS believes that services
provided should be based upon the needs and expectations of the 		
community that we serve and that those needs must be discovered 		
through meaningful relationships.
· Service – Panhandle PBS believes that we are accountable to the
community for the programming and services that we provide and that
the station exists to serve the community.
· Trust – Panhandle PBS believes that trust provides the critical
foundation for the success of individuals and the community. We believe
that trust is built through mutual respect, communication and working
together.

Panhandle PBS Advisory Council
The Panhandle PBS Advisory Council provides a vehicle for effective community input
to the station’s governing body and license holder (Amarillo College Board of Regents)
and to station management regarding programming, community service and outreach
activities, and policies that impact the specific needs of the community.

Matt Morgan (Chair)
Lindsey Murphy (Vice-Chair)
Regina Dinga
Nola Hagemeier
Cameron Monroe
Joel Kaplan
David Walker

Jason Crespin
Roy Urrutia
Wes Reeves
Emily Quinn
Bob Balliett
Neal Nossaman
Patrick Miller

Russell Lowery-Hart
Sally Jennings
Matt Sanders
Jack Thomas
Stephanie Nielsen
Aaron Pan

Panhandle PBS is a wonderful example of what happens when you find a perfect
blend of creativity, character, and consistency. They continue to set themselves
apart from other local television stations with engaging content and a buzz-worthy
social media presence. They not only shine a spectacular light on local talent, but
they continue to have a knack for engaging new PBS audiences.
It is an honor for me to serve as the Chairperson for the Panhandle PBS Advisory
Council. The Council allows folks from all over the Texas Panhandle to have their
voices heard. We get to share our ideas and passions with the very people that
can tell our stories in the best possible way. Panhandle PBS continues to lead our
Panhandle community by listening to what the
community has to say.

Matt Morgan
2018-19 Panhandle PBS Advisory Council Chair

