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THIRD GRADE: 2nd Place

“A Turkey Named Wilbur”  
by Savannah

Nancy Gomes Elementary School



There once was a turkey named 
Wilber and he hated holidays! 

ugghhh... and a holiday 
was coming up. It was 

Thanksgiving!! That was 
the holiday he hated most. 
“Why is Thanksgiving even



a holiday?” thought Wilber 
 angrily. Then Wilber had  

a thought... “Wait a minute, 
what if I stole Thanksgiving?” 

This thought was a bee 
buzzing around in his head 

as a michievous grin



spread across his face.  
He looked up at the eerie gray 
sky, then at the goldish grass, 

forming a plan in his mind. 
A few days later, the day 

before Thanksgiving, 
Wilber started planing. 

He pulled



out a big map of the town 
and laid it on the grass. 

“I will start here at my cousin 
Mary’s house and end here 
at my barn yard,” he says.  
Wilber packed everything 

he would need. “Big



bags, check, nets, check.  
Eventually, he was ready to go. 

So quietly he walked toward 
the gate. Of course, it was 

locked but this was a problem 
he could solve. He backed up 

three steps and started running



at the gate, when he was 
one foot away he launched  

himself into the air and landed 
on the other side. He started 

running as fast as he could 
toward Mary’s house.

 As he crept toward her



door, butterflies bega  
fluttering in his stomach  
His head was pounding. 
With every step his feet

got colder. He opened the door 
and stepped inside. He was in 

the kitchen. He opened 
the fridge and pulled out



the green beans and 
mash potatoes and then 
the homemade stuffing  

shoving them into his bag. 
He hit every house in town, 

stealing all of the 
Thanksgiving dinners. There was 

only one left: his own barn



yard. As he snuck into the 
kitchen, all the lights flashed
on. “What are you doing!” 

yelled the farmer. “I’m stopping 
Thanksgiving from happening.” 

“But why?” “Because I don’t 
want you eating my family,” 

said Wilbur, crying.



“Oh my gosh, I’m sorry.” 
“From now on, we will at ham.” 

[Camera cuts to a window 
and points at the pig.]

Dun...dun...dun.
“Uh oh!
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Our community PBS member station, KNPB, serving northern 
Nevada and northeastern California, is proud to take part in 
the KNPB PBS KIDS Writers Contest. 

Few things capture a child’s imagination like a good book. 
 KNPB PBS KIDS Writers Contest invites children, kindergarten 
through third grade, in communities across our area to  use 
their boundless imaginations to create original stories  and 
illustrations and then submit them to their local PBS station. 
This year, more than a thousand children from northern  
Nevada and northeastern California participated in the KNPB 
PBS KIDS Writers Contest, building their creative voices, and 
developing critical reading and writing skills. 

Visit our website at knpb.org/writerscontest  
to find out mo e about the contest, read the 
winning stories and watch the first place winner  
read their stories.




