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….In the earlier stages of our national existence the opinion prevailed with
some that our system of confederated States could not operate successfully
over an extended territory, and serious objections have at different times been
made to the enlargement of our boundaries. These objections were earnestly
urged when we acquired Louisiana. Experience has shown that they were
not well founded. The title of numerous Indian tribes to vast tracts of country
has been extinguished; new States have been admitted into the Union; new
Territories have been created and our jurisdiction and laws extended over
them. As our population has expanded, the Union has been cemented and
strengthened. As our boundaries have been enlarged and our agricultural
population has been spread over a large surface, our federative system has
acquired additional strength and security. It may well be doubted whether it
would not be in greater danger of overthrow if our present population were
confined to the comparatively narrow limits of the original thirteen States than
it is now that they are sparsely settled over a more expanded territory. It is
confidently believed that our system may be safely extended to the utmost
bounds of our territorial limits, and that as it shall be extended the bonds of our
Union, so far from being weakened, will become stronger.
….Nor will it become in a less degree my duty to assert and maintain by all
constitutional means the right of the United States to that portion of our territory
which lies beyond the Rocky Mountains. Our title to the country of the Oregon
is "clear and unquestionable," and already are our people preparing to perfect
that title by occupying it with their wives and children. But eighty years ago our
population was confined on the west by the ridge of the Alleghanies. Within that
period—within the lifetime, I might say, of some of my hearers—our people,
increasing to many millions, have filled the eastern valley of the Mississippi,
adventurously ascended the Missouri to its headsprings, and are already
engaged in establishing the blessings of self-government in valleys of which the
rivers flow to the Pacific. The world beholds the peaceful triumphs of the industry
of our emigrants. To us belongs the duty of protecting them adequately wherever
they may be upon our soil. The jurisdiction of our laws and the benefits of our
republican institutions should be extended over them in the distant regions which
they have selected for their homes. The increasing facilities of intercourse will
easily bring the States, of which the formation in that part of our territory can
not be long delayed, within the sphere of our federative Union. In the meantime
every obligation imposed by treaty or conventional stipulations should be
sacredly respected.

