2017

Host an Online Film Festival

Viewing Party
Choose a film, grab some friends and
get watching. Have a discussion and
vote for your favorites!

Invite Your Friends
About the Festival
Since its launch in 2012, the PBS Online
Film Festival has featured diverse films
from PBS member stations and partners.
Starting July 17, viewers can once again
watch, vote and share their favorites. This
year's festival includes collaborations with
a wide variety of public television
producers. The PBS Online Film Festival
has attracted more than 4 million video
streams over the first five years.
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Before you start your decoration hauls and
sound checks, start with the basics. With
vacations and summer BBQs abounding, send
out those invites so that your friends and family
can pencil in the event to their calendars. For
intimate post-viewing party discussion, we
recommend a six to eight-person group, but if
you’re throwing a full-blown PBS Online Film
Festival bash, the more the merrier. You can
save our custom invitation, attached at the end
of this kit, to email to your guests, or print
them to send via snail mail.
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Party Setup
It’s not a secret that many of us use
movies as a way to escape from our
everyday lives, even just for a few hours.
Want to feel like a superhero for a day
without battling any villains, or witness the
ups and downs of a romantic drama
without actually living through the
heartbreak? We get it (and we
recommend having a box of tissues on
hand for the latter).

What You’ll Need for a
Cozy, Indoor Shindig
Blankets
Pillows

TV (optional but
recommended for a
large crowd)

Computer

However, while your film selection is key,
where you watch them is just as
important. It’s no wonder reclining leather
seats and dine-in theaters are so popular
nowadays. Creating the right atmosphere
for your party is crucial and we want to
make sure that you’re prepared with the
appropriate décor and scenery to set the
mood. Help your guests unwind for a bit
by making the place feel like a mini
getaway, whether you create your own
home theater in your living room for the
day or screen the films in your backyard.
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What You’ll Need for a
Swim-in Movie Theater
Tubes and floats

Speakers

Pool chairs

Table

Towels

White sheet or a white,
exterior wall

Computer
Projector and video
cable

String and clothespins

What You’ll Need for a
Night Under the Stars
White sheet or a white,
exterior wall
String and clothespins
Computer
Projector and video
cable
Speakers
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Table
Chairs and cushions
Picnic blankets
Tealights or string
lighting
Bug spray
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Online Viewing
This is an online film festival, so think about how you’re
going to get Internet streaming to where your party is.
PBS supports a variety of apps, including Apple TV,
Roku and Chromecast. Each of those can connect to a
Wi-Fi network, so check the strength of your network in
your viewing area beforehand. Alternatively, some
smart TVs will mirror video directly from your
smartphone or laptop with Airplay (for iPhones),
Miracast (for Android), or similar technology. Try
checking your smartphone settings out to see if any of
these options will work for you.

Avoid Technical Glitches
The time has come: You’ve settled onto
the couch and you’re ready to kick up
your feet and enjoy the movie ahead.
Then it happens. The audio isn’t working.
The setting on your TV isn’t correct. No
matter how many buttons you press on
your remote, you can’t fix it. So now
you’re in a room full of people to kick off
your Online Film Festival Viewing Party…
without the films. Before you fill a house
with eager viewers, make sure to check
off these necessities:
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If you don’t have access to a connected TV, make sure
you have an HDMI cable on hand to link your computer
and television. For older televisions, check the back of
your TV to find out what connection you’ll need. Once
you’re online, you can use the Film Festival website to
help guide what films to check out next.

Audio
Moving the party outside? Don’t forget to grab some
speakers to ensure quality sound as you watch the
films. Alternatively, if you’re keeping the gathering
indoors, some smart TVs support bluetooth speakers,
which can add some extra “umph” if you’re viewing the
films in a larger room.
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Do’s & Don’ts
But… “Please Turn Off or Silence
Set Aside Time for Social Media
We don’t blame you for wanting to snap some
photos for Instagram or Facebook and documenting
the memories ahead. After all, pics or didn’t happen,
right? Use our hashtag #PBSFilmFest to show us
how you’re celebrating the PBS Online Film Festival,
and we might even feature you and your friends on
our PBS Online Film Festival Social Hub.

Tag Us and Hashtag #PBSFilmFest!
@PBS

Any Cell Phones”
Once the pictures have been taken and everyone has
done their pre-film mingling, make sure to put those
phones away to avoid any distractions. If you
wouldn’t enjoy someone texting at a movie theater,
we wouldn’t recommend doing it during your viewing
party. Take a break from the constant notifications
and carpal tunnel until the films have ended and you
move on to post-film discussion. Have you already
selected your top film? Want to share your favorite
moment from the night? Use #PBSFilmFest and tag
PBS after your screening to let us know what you
think about the films.
See page 13.

facebook.com/PBS
@PBS
@PBSofficial
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Hold an Intermission
With 25 short films ranging from
roughly three to 17 minutes in length,
take a break or two and offer a chance
for your guests to recuperate.

10

What’s on the Menu?
A party isn’t truly a party unless there’s a
punch bowl and food table for your guests
to stand by. Don’t worry; we’re all guilty of
it. Whether you’re a
Raisinets-in-your-popcorn person or you
go all out with a snack box and Icee,
watching a movie without something to
munch on just feels like a theater sin.

Entrées
LA Hot Dogs
Crispy Jerk-Style Chicken Wings

Over-prepare with
food and drinks.
There’s no such
thing as too much
popcorn.

Cheesy Heirloom Tomato Tart
Vegan Greek Salad
Paint with All the Colors of the Cobb (Salad)

And since you don’t have to worry about
the crinkling of candy wrappers or the
smell of butter disturbing your seat
neighbor (but really, who doesn’t like
butter?), the food options are endless.
Don’t let hunger dampen the mood at your
viewing party and impress your friends
with a delicious summer spread complete
with these recipes from PBS Food.

Snacks
Loaded Vegan Nachos
Salted Caramel Popcorn
Watermelon Sangria Pops
Vegan Coconut Banana Ice Cream
Curried Hummus

Drinks
Don’t forget to
check for dietary
restrictions when
planning out the
menu.

Lemon Thyme Vodka Spritz
Frozen Beergarita
Strawberries and Cream Milkshake
Pineapple Pisco Coconut Cooler
Pimm’s Cup
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Keep the Conversation Going

Voting with Your Friends
& Post-Film Discussion Ni
During your viewing party, consider the
questions below to help guide the group’s
conversation after watching the films.
Discuss or write down your thoughts as
you go and use our printout, attached at
the end of this kit, to refer to during
post-film discussion.

As the host, remember to moderate when
necessary. Perhaps someone in the group tends
to steer the conversation, or one of your friends
doesn’t engage as much as the rest. Avoid a
conversation from falling flat. (We’re not saying
you need to pass around a talking stick, but we
wouldn’t judge you if you did.) Finally, when the
conversation has wrapped up and you’ve
arrived at that pivotal moment — huzzah, it’s
voting time! — visit the 2017 Online Film Festival
website for voting information and rules to
show some love for your favorite film.

· What did they do well? Alternatively, what
didn’t work for you?
· What emotions did the film evoke?
· What sets this apart from the other films?
· How do the visuals and sound impact you?
· What story are they trying to tell?
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You’re Invited!

You’re Invited!

Please join me for a
PBS Online Film
Festival Viewing Party.

Please join me for a
PBS Online Film
Festival Viewing Party.

WHEN:

WHEN:

WHERE:

WHERE:

RSVP TO:

RSVP TO:

What emotions did the film evoke?
What sets this apart from the other films?
How do the visuals and sound impact you?
What story are they trying to tell?

What emotions did the film evoke?
What sets this apart from the other films?
How do the visuals and sound impact you?
What story are they trying to tell?

What story are they trying to tell?

What story are they trying to tell?

What did they do well? Alternatively, what
didn’t work for you?

How do the visuals and sound impact you?

How do the visuals and sound impact you?

What did they do well? Alternatively, what
didn’t work for you?

What sets this apart from the other films?

What sets this apart from the other films?

During your viewing party, consider the
questions below to help guide the group’s
conversation after watching the films. Discuss
or write down your thoughts as you go or
during post-film discussion:

What emotions did the film evoke?

What emotions did the film evoke?

During your viewing party, consider the
questions below to help guide the group’s
conversation after watching the films. Discuss
or write down your thoughts as you go or
during post-film discussion:

What did they do well? Alternatively, what
didn’t work for you?

What did they do well? Alternatively, what
didn’t work for you?

Voting with Your Friends
& Post-Film Discussion

During your viewing party, consider the
questions below to help guide the group’s
conversation after watching the films. Discuss
or write down your thoughts as you go or
during post-film discussion:

During your viewing party, consider the
questions below to help guide the group’s
conversation after watching the films. Discuss
or write down your thoughts as you go or
during post-film discussion:

Voting with Your Friends
& Post-Film Discussion

Voting with Your Friends
& Post-Film Discussion

Voting with Your Friends
& Post-Film Discussion

