
Volunteering your organization or firm 
for an on-air MPT pledge drive 

11767 OWINGS MILLS BLVD OWINGS MILLS, MD 21117-1499 410.356.5600    WWW.MPT.ORG OCTOBER 2007

Thanks for your interest
in having your busi-

ness, social club, or non-
profit organization assist
Maryland Public Televi-
sion by volunteering at an
MPT pledge drive.

Please read the general
guidelines in this sheet and
then phone, fax, or e-mail
us for further information
and upcoming pledge
dates. Thank you!

Why volunteer?
■ Great socializing with 

dedicated and caring
people

■ Team building

■ Service to our 
community

■ Make a difference 
supporting MPT

■ Fun & fulfilling experi-
ence, taking part in a
local TV production

Your group’s appearance
on MPT renders a genuine
public service. You’ll help
bring in critical dollars
from your fellow citizens 

that MPT applies to its 
on-air, online, and in-
community activities. It’s
no exaggeration to say that
money earned by our 
periodic pledge drives
supports wholesome 
children’s programming,
stunning entertainment
specials, classroom educa-
tion, and community 
outreach of all kinds. 

Beyond fulfilling your
organization’s commitment
to community service, 
volunteering during a live
pledge break gives you an
effective way of having
your group’s name men-
tioned — and your gen-
erosity noted — for the TV
audience several times
during each “break” from
pledge programming. In
fact, your organization’s
name is also displayed 
on-screen for our viewers,
and your organization will
receive one live stand-up
interview with your repre-
sentative.  MPT will also
display your company logo
during “breaks” on the
studio monitor so that
viewers will see it.

What do on-air
pledge volunteers
do?
Following a brief training
session, your representa-
tives will sit in MPT’s studio
at pledge workstations
equipped with a telephone,
computer, and pledge mate-
rials. Volunteers answer
incoming phone calls from
across Maryland and nearby
states during a “shift” that
ranges from four to five
hours. Volunteers do
absolutely no outbound
calling, telemarketing, or
other solicitation.

Throughout your volunteer
shift, your representatives
will be invited to enjoy
complimentary refresh-
ments in MPT’s Visitors
Center. Sorry, no food or
beverages are allowed in
the studio, and, of course,
we discourage the chewing
of candy or gum during the
on-air breaks, when your
representatives may be
shown on camera. No
smoking is allowed within
our building or studios.

How many pledge 
volunteers are
required for group
participation?
We recommend 20-23 rep-
resentatives. Additionally,
there are four phone stations
just off the studio set for
representatives who do not
wish to appear on camera. 

To make sure you have
sufficient representatives
to meet the crew require-
ment, we suggest that you
recruit at least three addi-
tional individuals who can
fill in for you in the event of
a last-minute cancellation
by any of your volunteers.

Composition 
of your group
You are invited to bring
members of your organi-
zation, their spouses and
friends, and children age
18 or older. We regret that
we are unable to offer any
childcare facility or per-
sonnel to enable children
to wait for parents.
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At all times, persons on the
studio set will be represent-
ing your organization, so
you’ll want to exercise the
same care in lining up your
volunteers as you do when
your group meets the gen-
eral public in the normal
course of your business
activities. If you wish, all
members of your group may
wear an organization shirt
or jacket or some other
identification. Please note
that the studio temperature
is typically quite cool;
because of this, t-shirts
alone generally are insuffi-
cient to keep volunteers
comfortable. 

What are the 
volunteer work
shifts?
While these shifts are 
subject to change due to the
format and length of various
pledge programs that MPT
is featuring, in general the
shifts are as follows:

Monday through Friday 
(one shift only)

● 6:30 pm – 11:00 pm

Saturday, Sunday 
(select one of two shifts)

● 3:00 pm – 8:00 pm 
● 6:30 pm – 11:00 pm

Shift times do include a train-
ing session and refreshments. 

Volunteers are expected to
arrive on time for the start
of a shift and remain in the
studio until the official end
of a shift. If you have a
scheduling issue or a change
in the size of your group,
please let us know right
away.

Driving to and
parking at Maryland
Public Television
In advance of your visit,
MPT will provide directions
and maps to our Owings
Mills studios. Free parking
is available on well-lit lots

near the main entrance.
Security personnel are on
duty 24 hours a day. 

How to sign up
your group or firm
Simply complete the form
below and mail or fax it to
MPT.  Call (410) 581-4242
to place a tentative “hold”
on a day/date of your
choice.

Thank you for supporting
MPT by volunteering!

Please mail or fax the form below to: Volunteer Coordinator
Maryland Public Television
11767 Owings Mills Blvd.
Owings Mills, MD  21117-1499

Telephone:  (410) 581-4242
Fax:  (410) 581-4304
E-mail:  volunteer@mail.mpt.org

✁

Application for group participation in MPT on-air pledge drive  (please print)

Today’s date: ____________________________________________________________

Official organization name: ______________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Organization name to appear on-screen and in oral acknowledgments: 

____________________________________________________________________________

Organization representative (will serve as sole contact): 
____________________________________________________________________________

His/her title in your organization: 

____________________________________________________________________________

Address for all correspondences: ____________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Telephone(s):
Home  ( _______ ) ____________________________________

Work    ( _______ ) ____________________________________

Fax:          ( _______ ) ____________________________________________
■■ home    ■■ work

E-mail:  ______________________________________________________
■■ home    ■■ work

(continued)


