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LOG LINE
The story of two modern visionaries, an extreme concerto, and 
a quest to push the boundaries of music and our idea of the possible.

SYNOPSIS
The unlikely pairing of two modern pioneers, Vilmos Oláh, a Hungari-

an violin virtuoso, and Eric Funk, contemporary classical composer from the 
heart of Montana, has resulted in a new piece of music unlike anything 
written before. Vili: Concerto for Violin Alone Op. 109 is an extreme concerto 
that pushes the boundaries of music and our notion of the possible. Oláh 
must play the solo and orchestra parts simultaneously. It presents a seemingly 
impossible task; he must simulate flutes, oboes, clarinet, and timpani, and must 
move his bow towards the bridge in an exact position to capture crisp brass 
punch of a trumpet fanfare.

It’s a reflection of the violinist, the composer, and the unquenchable 
human spirit of eastern Europe. When facing endless occupations, 
wars, and suffering, the Hungarian people have continually 
risen to prevail while revealing a richness of deep 
feeling, a wealth of soul, and indelible spirit. It is this 
powerful force that Funk captures in a work that 
requires courage, perseverance, and phenomenal 
technical skill, creating a vehicle where one man 
alone can stand as a collective.

Music is becoming simply a commodity; 
a global sound. Perhaps Concerto for the Violin 
Alone will become a blueprint for the future, and 
alter the way composers and musicians think 
and create. Two modern visionaries, from differ-
ent worlds sharing the same voice, embark on a 
thrilling journey to reimagine what music can be.
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 It was a sunny day at the Sola Café in Bozeman, Montana when I sat down with contemporary classical composer Eric Funk 
to learn about a new piece of music he had written specifically for a Hungarian violin virtuoso. “You wrote a piece for him?” I asked. 
It was unusual to me that a composer would create a work with only one player in mind. He had piqued my interest, but I was 
skeptical of this new work’s ability to be something different, something new. Classical composers are not known to think outside the 
box, and generally follow the traditions and rules of their predecessors. Why would I want to make a film about just another violin 
concerto? Then I remembered who was sitting across from me. The insanity of the maverick composer’s piece was still undisclosed. 
Funk went on to explain how the new work’s player and inspiration, Vilmos Oláh, would be the orchestra, and the soloist. He would 
have to simulate flutes, oboes, French horns, and timpani - all on his violin. He would play the three-movement piece by himself, live. 
No overdubbing, no multi-tracking. Eric had my attention. 
 Every July in my childhood hometown in the Rocky Mountains of Colorado, my folks would take me to a large canvas tent to 
hear classical music. There was always the standard repertoire, but once in a while they showcased something unusual and new. The 
now famous Aspen Music Festival planted a seed that has grown into a passion for contemporary music, and unfamiliar ways of 
thinking. Those experiences were the catalyst for a life long love of the performing arts and their juxtaposition with cinematic 
expression.
 After I listened to a synthesized sample of Vili: Concerto for The Violin Alone, the dark, rich, and dissonant tones were like 
nothing I’d heard before. The multitude of rhythms and meter changes were steeped in the tradition of eastern European folk music; 
mournful, intense, and unbreakable. There’s no way one person could play this by himself, I was sure. Our coffee cups empty, I left the 
café on an incredible journey that would last nearly five years, encompass travels around the world and collaborations with musical 
legends. It would be a quest for the impossible. There are few things more meaningful to me than the opportunity to dive head first 
into pure art, and few better people to do so with than Eric Funk, Vilmos Oláh, and Tamás Vásáry. The result is a story in which no 
predictions are involved - art for the sake of art - with willing pioneers ready to challenge the status quo. 

-Scott Sterling
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CAST
VIOLINISTVILMOS OLÁH

COMPOSERERIC FUNK

CONDUCTOR & PIANISTTAMÁS VÁSÁRY

OLÁH’S TEACHERLÁSZLÓ DÉNES

Eric Funk is a contemporary classical composer and conductor from Bozeman, Montana. A
former student of Tomas Svoboda, Sandor Veress, and Krzysztof Penderecki, Maestro Funk's
considerable compositional output includes nine symphonies, four operas, six ballet scores,
three large works for chorus and orchestra, seventeen concertos, several orchestral tone
poems, and numerous works for chamber ensembles, solo instruments, and vocal works. He
currently teaches for the School of Music at Montana State University where he has won
numerous teaching awards. He also serves as Host and Artistic Director for 11th & Grant with
Eric Funk, a nine-time Emmy® award winning MontanaPBS television series featuring
Montana musicians in all genres.

Maestro Tamás Vásáry is a world renowned concert pianist and conductor, and mentor to Vilmos Oláh. 
The pair has collaborated on numerous works which have garnered critical acclaim. Vásáry rose to 
prominence as a pianist in Soviet dominated Hungary.  His forte was his interpretations of Chopin and 
Liszt, and a crisp technique suited to baroque and classical works. During the Hungarian revolution of 
1956, he was forced to leave his home country, and head for the west. "It was around that time that 
the possibility of conducting re-emerged," says Vásáry in an interview for the Boston Sun.  In the 
years that followed, Vásáry fulfilled his lifelong dream of conducting, and flourished in that role, 
especially in the United States and England.  He has conducted more than 100 orchestras, including 
Berliner Philharmoniker, New York Philharmonic, Washington National, London Philharmonic, London 
Symphony, Royal Philharmonic, Orchestre National de France and the Hungarian Radio Orchestra.

László Dénes recognized the innate talent of an eight year old boy interested in the violin, and 
accepted Vilmos Oláh as his student. It was the beginning of a long journey that led to Olah’s 
degree in music, and a friendship and shared philosophy that will last a lifetime. “Today I 
consider myself really lucky to have happened upon such a student, and I think our relation-
ship has long been not that of student and teacher, but that of a family. It was with pleasure 
that I embarked upon this task, which was not too easy for either one of us, but we followed 
through to the end, with love for one another”, says Dénes. Through his professorship at the 
Liszt Ferenc University of Music and five decades as a violin instructor, Dénes has been an 
uncompromising contributor to the world of music.

A Hungarian violin virtuoso, Vilmos Oláh’s rich performances are in demand globally. His vast 
timbral reach fused with his musical maturity and depth revealed Oláh as the inspiration for 
Vili: Concerto for the Violin Alone.  His prodigious talent has allowed him to thrive in eastern 
Europe, a region where success is often out of reach. Oláh tours the world performing  dozens 
of violin concerti from Bach to Bartok, and serves as concertmaster for the Hungarian Radio 
Symphony Orchestra. As a young child, Oláh dreamed of visiting the mountains, prairies and 
national parks of the American west. The realization of his life long dream has resulted in a 
rare collaboration and groundbreaking new concerto for violin.



TECHNICAL DETAILS
RUNNING TIME | 55 MINUTES
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REVIEWS

“The Violin Alone is a must see for music 
aficionados and those who appreciate artistic 
endeavor of any type.”

-Flathead Lake International Cinemafest
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Aaron Pruitt holds a BS in Television Production from MSU-Bozeman and a minor in Business Adminis-
tration.  With 22 years of public broadcasting experience in programming and production, he provides 
editorial leadership for MontanaPBS, reviewing thousands of hours of programs from national and local 
sources and selecting content for Montana viewers. Pruitt serves as executive producer for many 
award-winning MontanaPBS productions including 11th & Grant with Eric Funk as well as documenta-
ries like Class C: The Only Game in Town and Fort Peck Dam. Pruitt often collaborates with independent 
filmmakers and has distributed many programs to national PBS, such as Wolves in Paradise (PBS PLUS), 
Before There Were Parks: Yellowstone and Glacier Through Native Eyes (PBS NPS), Fort Peck Dam (PBS 
PLUS) and two PBS INDEPENDENT LENS documentaries, Butte America and Indian Relay. 

Rick Smith is a Bozeman, MT based cinematographer specializing in nature, wildlife and science 
documentary filmmaking. For the last decade he has lent his technical expertise and visual storytelling 
abilities to award winning television series and documentaries such as NatGeo Wild’s America The 
Wild, NBCs The Island with Bear Grylls, and History Channel’s Secret Earth: Yellowstone Supervolcano.  
Rick has contributed his cinematography skills to projects that have won some of the industries’ most 
prestigious awards including a Panda Award for Best New Presenter at the 2010 Wildscreen for 
NatGeo’s Expedition Grizzly and winner in the new media/interactive category at the 2013 Jackson Hole 
Wildlife Film Festival for Microsoft’s NatGeo Wild Kinect.  Additionally, since 2009, Rick has earned 3 
Northwest Regional Emmy® Awards for work with MontanaPBS including a 2015 Emmy for his work as 
co-producer and cinematographer on Finding Traction which won an award for best topical documen-
tary.

The seven time Emmy® award winner, Jeremiah Slovarp, started his career as a location sound 
engineer working on films and commercials shortly after graduating from Montana State University. 
While collecting gear for his work on sets and playing music in local bands, he started first studio, 
Jereco Studios. By the spring of 2010, he founded a second studio, the Peach Street Studios recording 
facility. The reclaimed building was transformed into an incredible facility housing multiple recording 
and control rooms. Today, Jeremiah is busy re-recording, mixing live sound, music recording, and 
finishing post production for many national and regional shows. In 2010 Jeremiah was appointed the 
Audio Director of the 11th & Grant with Eric Funk television series on MontanaPBS for which he earned 
his first of seven Emmy® awards for audio. His award winning recording, re-recording, and ADR work 
is used and featured by many diverse clients, such as, Sony Pictures, National Geographic, History 
Channel, Microsoft Game Studios, Disney, Nickelodeon, The Discovery Channel, HBO, Cinemax, and many 
others.

Scott Sterling hails from Aspen, Colorado, where exposure to the outdoors, arts, and culture inspired a 
passion for art and storytelling.  Sterling is a senior producer for MontanaPBS, bringing award winning 
films to the people of Montana and beyond. Scott’s annual attendance of the Aspen Music Festival and 
and his work in technical theatre with world class musicians and artists led to a deep passion for 
music and the arts.  Translating that passion into unique documentary films and music performance 
shows has become his signature. Scott holds several demanding jobs in media production in south-
western Montana, working on both regional and national projects. He has earned six Emmy® awards 
from the National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences Northwest Chapter, and revels in the 
juxtaposition of art and technology that is contemporary filmmaking.
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