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Build a Battle

Intermediate 
Two to Three class periods

Program Segments
• Summer 1812 The Americans Invade (18 ½ minutes)
• Spring 1813 The British Invade (7 minutes)
• September 1813 Showdown on the Great Lakes (9 ½ minutes)
• September 1813 The Americans Invade Canada – Again (7 ½ minutes)
• December 1813 A Winter of Horrors (5 minutes)
• Summer 1814 Blood on the Niagara Border (5 minutes)
• Summer 1814 The American Capital Burns (10 ½ minutes)
• Autumn 1814 Secession Threat in New England (9 minutes)
• Winter 1814 New Orleans (7 minutes)

NCSS Themes
II: Time, Continuity, and Change
III: People, Places, and Environments
V: Individuals, Groups, and Institutions
VI: Power, Authority, and Governance
VIII: Science, Technology, and Society
IX:  Global Connections
X: Civic Ideals and Practices

Canadian (Ontario) Concepts
Systems and Structures
Interactions and Interdependence
Environment
Change and Continuity
Power and Governance

Canadian (Ontario) Specific Expectations – Seventh Grade
Describe the impact of the War of 1812 on the development of Canada
Explain key characteristics of life in English Canada from a variety of perspectives

Objectives
Students will be able to 

• identify location, length, and resources used for certain battles of the War of 1812

Focus Questions
1. What was the strategic plan and layout for the specific battle of the War of 1812 you have chosen?
2. What is the name of the battle?
3. Who began the battle?
4. Who fought in the battle?
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5. What weapons and/or equipment were used?
6. Where did the battle take place?
7. When exactly, and for how long, did the battle take place?

Key Concepts
Strategic Plan, Battle, Landmark, Borders

Instructional Resources
• The War of 1812 DVD
• Construction paper or cardboard
• Crafts items needed to create an inventive map, such as: string, yarn, noodles, candy, cotton, Play-Dough, glitter, crayon 

shavings, and so forth.
• Glue
• Colored pencils/markers
• Scissors
• Battle maps (appendix pgs. 66-72)

Procedures
1. After viewing the battle segments from The War of 1812, the teacher will ask the students to recall details of the battles from

the program.
2. As the students recall and list battle details, the teacher will write the information on the board for the class to view.
3. The teacher will then distribute the Battle Map Creation handout to the students. The teacher will read over the handout 

with the students and explain thoroughly the expectations of the assignment.
4. The teacher will place students in heterogeneous pairs to work together.
5. The teacher will allow students access to computers to research the battle of their choice.  (If students do not have computer/

internet access, the instructor should pre-print maps for the student to choose from.)
6. Students will be directed to search for any additional information they can find on the battle they chose. (Resources may 

include The War of 1812, the Internet, or reference books.)
7. The students will then decide how they want to create their maps. They can choose a two- or three-dimensional 

representation.
8. The students may bring in craft supplies from home and/or use teacher-provided supplies.
9. The teacher should continue to guide and encourage students throughout the map-making process.
10. Upon completion of the map, the student pairs will be directed to write a summary of their battle maps. 
11. Students will hand in their maps and summaries, which can be put on exhibit in the library or classroom.

Assessment Tasks
Students will complete and turn in a battle map on the War of 1812. Students will write a summary of the battle they chose by using
the focus questions then attach it to their battle map.


	War of 1812 Educators Guide
	1812_EdGuide_P5




