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Simply set up your checking account or credit card to make an automatic 
monthly contribution, and support your public broadcasting for years to 
come.  Choose any amount that works for you, whether $5 a month, $10 
a month, or more.  By spreading your contributions throughout the year, 
it’s easier on your budget — and since your membership is automatically 
renewed, it’s easier on your memory too!

Support your Upper Cumberland PBS station by be-
coming a Sustaining Member today and make sure 

that your favorite programs stay on the air!

Watch BLUEGRASS UNDERGROUND
Thursdays at 9:30pm

Bluegrass Underground Season V won two Midsouth 
Emmy Awards for Entertainment and Technical Achieve-
ment for its fifth season on PBS, a season that included 

the first Bluegrass Underground primetime special. The two 
awards make a total of 15 Emmys received by the program, 
which has been described as “Austin City Limits meets NOVA,” 
due to its unique combination of cutting-edge roots music, 
state-of-the-art lighting, sound and direction and the unparal-
leled natural beauty of the show’s setting, The Volcano Room 
at Cumberland Caverns. 

Season VII is scheduled for filming this March 24, 25 and 26, 
featuring The Mavericks, Kasey Chambers, The McCrary Sisters, 
Rhonda Vincent & The Rage, Marty Stuart & The Fabulous 
Superlatives, Blues Traveler and many more of today’s top 
bluegrass and Americana artists.

Accepting the Entertainment Emmy on behalf of the “Blue-
grass Underground family,”  BGU show founder and co-produc-
er Todd Mayo happily summed up the night, “We’re so proud 
and pleased to be able to shine a light on wonderful music on 
PBS in a cave.”

“I’m so excited about the many regional Emmys that the series 
Bluegrass Underground continues to win!” commented WCTE’s 
President and CEO, Becky Magura. “ WCTE is the recipient 
of the Emmy this year for Entertainment thanks to this re-
markable series.  Our partnership with Executive Producers/
Creators, Todd Jarrell and Todd Mayo continues to grow with 
this series, plus new work as well.  We congratulate the entire 
Bluegrass Underground team and family for producing such 
an American treasure from our beloved Upper Cumberland 
home!”

In addition to its Bluegrass Underground honors, Todd 
Squared, the production company of Todd Mayo and Todd 
Jarrell, received the Emmy for Special Event Coverage for Nitty 
Gritty Dirt Band & Friends – Fifty Years, Circlin’ Back!, an all-star 
concert at the Ryman.  Watch this extraordinary special on 
WCTE’s Membership Drive in March.

Todd Jarrell & Todd Mayo

NITTY GRITTY DIRT BAND: 50 Years of Circlin’ Back

Filmed in Nashville’s  Ryman Audi-
torium, this concert celebrates the 
musical milestones of the band’s 
amazing career in a string of hits 
performed with guests Vince Gill, 
Jackson Browne, Allison Krauss, 

Rodney Crowell, Jerry Jeff Walker, 
Jimmy Ibbotson, Sam Bush, Jerry 

Douglas and Byron House.

Emmy Award-Winning Special

March 3 - 8pm, March 5 - 7pm, March 6 - 8:30pm

PATSY CLINE
Celebrate the life and 
legacy of the ground-

breaking “Crazy” singer 
who defined modern 
country music. Nar-

rated by Rosanne Cash, 
the film features rare 

performances and new 
interviews with LeAnn 

Rimes, Kacey Musgraves, 
Reba McEntire, Beverly 
D’Angelo, Wanda Jack-

son, and others.

March 4 - 7:30pm,  March 6 - 7pm, March 7 - 9pm, March 11 -  5:30pm

Join host Tom Hanks for a celebration 
of filmmaker Ken Burns, whose nearly 

four-decade career has resulted in 
some of the most acclaimed historical 
documentaries ever made, featuring 

interviews with Henry Louis Gates, Jr., 
Doris Kearns Goodwin, George Lucas, 

Yo-Yo Ma, Wynton Marsalis, Meryl 
Streep, Sam Waterston and others.

KEN BURNS
America’s Storyteller

March 5 - 11pm,  March 7 - 7pm, March 10 - 9pm, March 12- 6pm



For More March Membership Listings, see the  asterisked programs  in the guide., pages 10 -13.

1-800-282-9283 or wcte.org/pledge

“Thank goodness for you all. I love WCTE and your programming and of course your Close-up 
guide that you provide… Thank you for all that you all do for our community and even if I’m in 
Dickson I’m happy that your airwaves are just a click away.”

~Diann Lapena (a subscriber from Dickson TN)
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HAMILTON’S 
AMERICA

TOM JONES: A SOUNDSTAGE SPECIAL EVENT

TRAVIS TRITT: A MAN AND HIS GUITAR

ROCK REWIND: 1967-1969 
(MY MUSIC)

March 4 - 9pm 
March 5 - 5pm

March 10 - 7pm

March 15 - 9pm
March 18 - 5:30pm 

March 4 - 6pm, March 6 - 9pm, March 7 - 7pm, March 11 - 4pm 

YOU ARE THE UNIVERSE

RICK  STEVE’S  GREAT  GERMAN  CITIES
March 17 - 8:30pm 

March 5 - 11:30am, March 6 - 10pm, 
March 16 - 10pm 

March 12 - 9:30pm
March 13 - 10:30pm
March 14 - 10:30pm
March 15 - 10:30pm
March 18 - 12:30am 

GREAT PERFORMANCES follows the creation of Lin-Manuel Miranda’s pop 
culture Broadway phenomenon Hamilton and the history behind it. Inter-
views with Presidents Barack Obama and George W. Bush, Nas, Questlove, 

Stephen Sondheim and more.

Don’t miss the iconic singer and special guest Grammy winner Alison 
Krauss. Jones performs signature songs “Delilah,” “It’s Not Unusual,” “Green, 

Green Grass of Home,” “Kiss” and “Thunderball,” as well as new material 
from his recent albums.

Join the country music hit-maker with the soulful voice and exceptional 
guitar prowess along with special guests Marty Stuart and James Otto. This 
new concert was taped and recorded in an intimate setting at Tennessee’s 

historic Franklin Theater.

Host Tommy James Show-
cases Iconic Songs From The 
Decade’s Most Popular Acts 

Including Sonny & Cher, Dusty 
Springfield, Glen Campbell, 

The 5th Dimension,
Three Dog Night 
and More Greats. 

From Baroque palaces to stunning modern 
skyscrapers, and from riverside promenades to rowdy beer 

halls, the cities of Hamburg, Dresden, Leipzig, Frankfurt and 
Nürnberg are wonderful places to explore.

New York Times bestselling 
author Deepak Chopra joins forces 
with leading physicist Menas Kafa-

tos to explore some of the most 
important and baffling questions 

about our place in the world. 



Bitt

WCTE’s production team was given the very first of a new type of table designed by Christine Heart 
and constructed by Franklin Fixtures of Cookeville. “We were thrilled to help WCTE improve their 
work environment,” says Corey Stevens from Franklin Fixtures. The table can be a sitting or stand-
ing workstation and is designed to allow a decent workspace for multiple people without taking up 
too much space while still allowing everyone to face each other for better communication. Franklin 
Fixtures is a full-service store fixture manufacturer and one-stop source for all display and workplace 
fixture needs. This same table designed for WCTE and more work or store fixtures are available by 
going to franklinfixtures.com or calling them at 931-400-0300.

GREAT TV AUCTION 2017 — we are gearing up for our TV Auction which will take place the week-
ends of June 1- 4 and 8 - 11. If you are a business wishing to donate Auction merchandise, contact 
Jodi Pitts at jpitts@wcte.org or (931) 528-2222, ext 236.

WCTE PBS: ON THE RADIO and WCTE’s Get Ready To Learn with Cindy Putman — Saturday 
mornings at 9am and 9:30am respectively on News Talk 1400 WHUB and  107.7 FM. Listen to past 
episodes by going to wcte.org/radio.

WCTE EXCURSION IN THE FALL — this year we are exploring an excursion to Cuba. Watch our web-
site (wcte.org), Close-up and our WCTE FB page for further developments.

WCTE PASSPORT — Contact WCTE and ask about eligibility and membership access to this online, 
on-demand library of quality public television programming at 931-528-2222, ext 215.

PBS 24/7 KIDS’ CHANNEL —  this free service streams on wcte.org/kids and  features educational 
programming throughout the day, including primetime, weekends and other out-of-school times.  
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WCTE’s Ready To Learn Project Manager Cindy Putman was recently 
honored by Highlands Residential Services for her hard work with 

Kids Matter, an after-school reading program. 

Cindy Putman and Community Collaboratives for Early Learning Media 
(CCELM) members work with Kids Matter, an after-school reading 

(L-R) Join Cindy Putman as she hosts Get Ready To Learn at 9:30am on Saturday mornings 
and Dr. Hannah Rawiszer on WCTE on the Radio at 9am on WHUB, 107.7FM & 1400AM.

                            by Matt Brown

program for grades K-4 in Cookeville’s Pine Avenue area. She and the 
students enjoy PBS KIDS story-time, reading, games, arts, crafts, and 
exploring PBS KIDS on-air and online via mobile devices housed in 
WCTE’s Mobile Learning Lab. “This is my second year partnering with 
these students and their families,” says Putman. “In addition to this 
after-school program, I’ve also worked with the students during the 
Summer Day Camp.” 
 
Dr. Hannah Rawiszer, WCTE’s Director of Education and Community 
Engagement, was asked to serve on the Executive Committee of 
NETA’s Community Engagement Council. 

The National Educational Telecommunications Association (NETA) is 
a professional association that serves public television licensees and 
educational entities in all 50 states, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and Puerto 
Rico. “It is an honor and a privilege to have been asked to serve on 
the Executive Committee of NETA’s Community Engagement Council,” 
says Dr. Rawiszer. “It’s a big responsibility to be one of the voices of 
the Upper Cumberland and I’m happy to make sure that we’re heard 
on a national level.”
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Hello! My name is Carmen Ramey 
and I’m a senior at Tennessee Tech 
University, majoring in Sociology 
with a concentration in Social Work. 
I am very excited to be an intern 
with WCTE this semester as I work 
alongside Hannah and Cindy. I heard 
about this internship opportunity 
from Jessika Chubb, who once was 
an intern at WCTE and now works 
for the station. During this intern-
ship, I hope to experience new 
things based on the way children 
learn and apply their knowledge. I’m 
very excited to see how WCTE will 
help me grow!

I am a senior at Cookeville High 
School planning on going to 
TTU for my PTA, then transfer-
ring to University of Tennes-
see Knoxville to finish out my 
undergraduate. After my 4 
years as an undergrad, I want 
to go to ETSU to get my degree 
in Physical Therapy. The film 
industry is one of my hobbies, 
especially the production side 
of things. I think WCTE will help 
me achieve so many personal 
goals and teach me new things. 
I’m super excited to be a part of 
the WCTE team.



                            by Matt Brown
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If you stop by our Broad street office (229 E Broad Street), you’ll see 
something special on display in our lobby. For the months of March and 
April, WCTE will host art done by senior citizens from the Infinity Adult 
Day Services Art Therapy class.
 
“Art can help people communicate even when they’re older and have 
trouble saying anything,” says Amy Callahan, Director and Art Therapist 
at Infinity Adult Day Services. “I taught a class with an elderly man who 
had dementia and could no longer communicate but he picked up his 
brush and painted the most interesting sunflower with colors that he 
chose himself. I think senior citizens need that artistic stimulation. It 
makes them happier and helps them live better lives.” 

Amy retired from her career in law to search for a way to help elderly 
people. Then she found Infinity Adult Day Services and began as an art 
therapist, teaching art classes to elderly people. 

“It’s a wonderful way to keep elderly family members in your home. 
Often times I see that people can hardly keep up with their own lives 
while taking care of their older family members, not to mention the 
fact their older family members become sedentary in their own homes. 
When senior citizens come to enjoy our services, they get out and see 
people and move around instead of just staying at home. Not to men-
tion it takes some of the strain off of their families.” 

WCTE has partnered with TTU Women’s Center, The Clothesline 
Project, Genesis House Inc. , and the UC Family Justice Center              
to bring community awareness to sexual/domestic violence.

SCREENING ONE
Date: Tuesday, April 4, 2017 
Location: TTU Multi-purpose room
Time: 11am-12pm Film Screening of REEL SOUTH Private Violence
Panel Discussion: 12pm - 12:30pm
Panelists: UC Family Justice Center, TTU Women’s Center, Genesis House Inc.

SCREENING TWO
Date: Tuesday, April 4, 2017 
Location: TTU Multi-purpose room
Time: 5pm-6pm Film Screening of REEL SOUTH Private Violence
Panel Discussion: 6pm - 6:30pm
Panelists: UC Family Justice Center, TTU Women’s Center, Genesis House Inc.

THE CLOTHESLINE PROJECT
Date: Tuesday, April 4, 2017 
Location: TTU Tech Pride Room
Time:  8am - 11am
BREAK
Time: 4pm - 7pm

The evening will be concluded with “Take Back the Night Walk” 
on TTU campus from 6:30-7:30p.m.



As the new Congress and President  begin their work, we hope that you will help us keep 
WCTE-TV and public media strong in 2017.

“It’s important for our viewers and members within the Upper Cumberland to remember that 
any discussion about defunding PBS or privatizing CPB is not just a national discussion, but a 
local one,” commented WCTE’s President & CEO, Becky Magura.

 “The impact of a decision like this would be devastating to the service WCTE brings our 
region in education, tourism, local content, national programming and public safety.  We en-
courage you to make sure our local, state and nationally elected leaders know the importance 
of WCTE  to you and to the Upper Cumberland!”

New National Survey Shows 73% of Voters Oppose 
Eliminating Federal Funding for Public Television

A new national survey conducted jointly by leading Republican and Democratic researchers 
reveals that voters across the political spectrum overwhelmingly oppose eliminating federal 
funding for public television. More than 7 in 10 see public television as a good or excellent 
value for their tax dollars, on par with investments in highways, roads and bridges.
  
Key findings of the survey include:

 	 73% of voters oppose eliminating federal funding for public television and GOP 
voters oppose it by almost a 2-1 margin (62%-32%).

	 Public television is rated as an excellent or good value for their tax dollars by 
72% of voters, on par with highways, roads and bridges (73%). Among GOP voters, public 
television received higher taxpayer value ratings than unemployment benefits, federal aid to 
college students, agricultural subsidies, environmental protection, and foreign aid.

	 3 in 4 voters want federal funding for public television increased or maintained 
at current levels. 66% who voted for President Trump favor increasing or maintaining federal 
funding for public television, as do 86% of those who voted for Hillary Clinton.

	 83% of voters – including 70% of those who voted for President Trump and 93% 
of those that voted for Hillary Clinton – say they would tell their elected representatives 
to find other places in the budget to save money if asked their opinion about eliminating 
federal funding for public television. This holds true regionally in the Northeast (88%), South 
(80%), Midwest (82%) and West (84%). Notably, this number is even higher among voters in 
states that flipped from blue to red in the 2016 election, with 85% of voters wanting savings 
to come from somewhere other than public television.

	 More than 8 in 10 voters have a great deal or fair amount of concern that ending 
federal funding for public television could eliminate local stations’ public safety commu-
nications services like AMBER Alerts and severe weather warnings. Similarly, 76% of voters 
express concern about public television having to significantly cut educational shows that 
help children prepare for success in school.

	 2 in 3 voters think it is very or fairly important for America to have a strong public 
television system.

	 PBS/public television enjoys a very high image rating among the electorate (69% 
positive v. 7% negative). Among those that voted for President Trump, PBS/public television 
has a much higher positive image rating (60%) than the traditional broadcast. 
	 A top reason for protecting federal funding for public television is that it provides 
more than 120,000 trusted learning tools and free resources for teachers, parents, and 
caregivers to use in the classroom and at home. 67% of Republicans, 73% of independents, 
and 87% of Democrats found this to be a convincing reason.

	 Arguments for eliminating federal funding for public television do not resonate  
strongly with voters of any political affiliation. Common arguments for eliminating federal 
funding for public television, such as the number of channels available on cable and other pay 
television services, were found convincing by just 21%-26% of voters.
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Weekdays & Ready to Learn 

Daytime 
Schedule

Saturdays

Sundays

5:00 AM	 Sit & Be Fit

5:30 AM	 Classical Stretch	

6:00 AM	 Wild Kratts 

6:30 AM	 Ready Jet Go!

7:00 AM	 Nature Cat

7:30 AM	 Curious George 

8:00 AM 	 Daniel Tiger 

8:30 AM 	 Daniel Tiger

9:00 AM	 Splash and Bubbles

9:30 AM	 Sesame Street

10:00 AM	 Dinosaur Train

10:30 AM	 Bob the Builder

11:00 AM	�  Super Why 

11:30 AM	  Thomas & Friends

12:00 PM	 Sesame Street

12:30 PM	 Dinosaur Train               	

  1:00 PM	 Splash and Bubbles

1:30 PM	 Curious George

2:00 PM	 Nature Cat

2:30 PM	 Ready Jet Go!

3:00 PM	 Odd Squad

3:30 PM	 Cyberchase

4:00 PM	 Wild Kratts

4:30 PM	 Arthur

5:00 PM	 Mathline               	    

5:30 PM	 Nightly Business Report

6:00 PM	 PBS NewsHour

5:00 AM	 Missy Kane’s Fit & Fun

5:30 AM	� Bob the Builder

6:00 AM	 Daniel Tiger

6:30 AM	 Daniel Tiger

7:00 AM	 Splash and Bubbles

7:30 AM	 Curious George

8:00 AM	 Nature Cat

8:30 AM	 Ready Jet Go!

9:00 AM	 Wild Kratts

9:30 AM	 This Old House

10:00 AM	 Ask This Old House

10:30 AM	� Various Woodworking  
Shows 

11:00 AM	� Rick Steves’ Europe

11:30 AM	 Lidia’s Kitchen 

12:00 PM	 Taste of LA with Chef John Folse 

12:30 PM	 New Orleans Cooking with 	
	 Kevin Belton

1:00 PM	 America’s Test Kitchen

1:30 PM	� Tennessee Crossroads

2:00 PM	� Tennessee Wildside

2:30 PM	� Live Green Tennessee

3:00 PM	 Volunteer Gardener

3:30 PM	 Chef Life

4:00 PM	 America’s Heartland

4:30 PM	� Motorweek

5:00 PM      Sewing w Nancy	

5:30 PM	 Fons and Porter’s                           	

	 Love of Quilting

6:00 PM	� Lawrence Welk

5:00 AM	 Missy Kane’s Fit & Fun

5:30 AM	 Dinosaur Train

6:00 AM	 Sesame Street

6:30 AM	 Daniel Tiger

7:00 AM	 Splash & Bubbles

7:30 AM	 Curious George

8:00 AM	 Nature Cat

8:30 AM	 Ready Jet Go!

9:00 AM	 Wild Kratts

9:30 AM	 Odd Squad

10:00 AM	 Clifford the Big Red Dog

10:30 AM	 Twice as Good

11:00 AM	� Dr. Bob Show

11:30 AM	� Various Shows

12:00 PM	� Charlie Rose: The Week

12:30 PM	� To the Contrary/Bonnie Erbe 

1:00 PM	� Lawrence Welk Show

2:00 PM	� Classic Gospel

3:00 PM - 7:00 PM - Various PBS Shows

Do you value public broadcasting? Then make YOUR voice heard!

Go to protectmypublicmedia.org or 170millionamericans.org 
or email us at the station and tell us what impact WCTE has made 

on you and your family at jpitts@wcte.org.   
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*Schedule subject to changePrimetime / March 1 - 11



SHOWS FROM THE 
UPPER CUMBERLAND

Catch New Episodes 

 March 23 & April 20 at 7pm
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One on One
with Becky Magura

Thursdays

Jesse Kaufman

Winston Morris

at 8:30pm

Our Guest in APRIL

Our Guest in MARCH

Weekdays, March 6 - April 3 - 11am & 4:30pm

Part 4, March 2,
with encore performances

on Thursdays starting April 6.

Best of Sutton 
Ole Time 

Music Hour
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Primetime / March 12 - 22



PERFECT 36: 
When Women Won The Vote
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Zooming in  
for a Close-Up

Of all the battles waged on Nashville’s doorstep, the final 
throes for the passage of the 19th Amendment were among 
the most heated, controversial and colorful. In July of 1920, all 
eyes were on the Tennessee capital as anti- and pro-suffragists 
each fought for their vision of a socially evolving United States.   

PERFECT 36: WHEN WOMEN WON THE VOTE chronicles the 
dramatic vote to ratify this amendment, and the years of 
debate about women’s suffrage that preceded it.  

On July 17, 1920, Carrie Chapman Catt, President of the 
National American Woman Suffrage Association, arrived to 
spend a few days in Nashville. She was traveling on the heels 
of Tennessee Governor A.H. Roberts’ announcement of a 
special session of the state legislature, called at the urging of 
President Woodrow Wilson. One more state needed to ratify 
the proposed amendment, and that duty rested solely on the 
shoulders of Tennessee. 

Catt’s few days dragged into weeks at her headquarters in the 
Hermitage Hotel, where pro- and anti-suffragists continued 
to clash in what came to be known as the “War of the Roses.” 
Those in favor sported yellow roses. Those against wore red.

On the sweltering day of August 18, 1920, the House con-
vened. After two consecutive 48-48 outcomes to table the 
resolution, it was put to a vote. The votes were coming in neck 
and neck. At the last minute, 24-year-old freshman representa-
tive Harry Burn recalled a letter from his mother received that 
morning, urging him to, “be a good boy” and grant women 
the right to vote. In spite of wearing a red rose, Burn swung his 
vote, making Tennessee the deciding 36th state to enable pas-
sage of the 19th Amendment, and thereby granting women 
the Constitutional right to vote. 

Sunday, March 26 - 5:30pm
Thursday, March 30 - 7pm
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Primetime / March 23 - April 2 



Call The Midwife (Season 6)

HOME FIRES (Final Season)
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Zooming in  
for a Close-Up

It’s now 1962 and times are changing, from the beacon of the 
contraceptive pill and the shadow of infamous gangsters to 
the new welfare policies introduced by the government. Back 
in Poplar, when the rather austere Sister Ursula is appointed 
the new head of Nonnatus House, Sister Julienne finds herself 
demoted and back working alongside the midwives as an 
ordinary member of staff. She is not the only one to face 
challenges closer to home. As they strive to help mothers and 
families cope with the demands of childbearing, disability, 
disease and social prejudice, our beloved medics must make 
choices – and fight battles – of their own. Season 6 sees them 
laugh together, cry together, and pull together, supporting 
each other as never before.

Sundays, April 2-May 21

The moving drama, hailed as “irresistible” by The Wall Street 
Journal, returns for a final season. Home Fires follows the 
story of a group of inspirational women in an English vil-
lage during World War II. As the conflict takes hold and the 
separation from their husbands, fathers, sons and brothers 
becomes more painful, the women rely on one another and 
the friendships forged through village life. Samantha Bond 
(Downton Abbey) and Francesca Annis (Reckless) head the 
extraordinary cast. 

Sundays, April 2-May 7
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Primetime / April 3 - 13 



NEWTOWN
Monday, April 3

Tuesdays at 10pm
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Zooming in  
for a Close-Up

On December 14, 2012, a disturbed young man committed 
a horrific mass shooting in Newtown, Connecticut, that took 
the lives of 20 elementary school children and six educators. 
Kim A. Snyder’s searing new documentary Newtown, filmed 
over the course of nearly three years, uses deeply personal, 
never- before-heard testimonies to relate the aftermath of the 
deadliest mass shooting of schoolchildren in American his-
tory. Through raw and heartbreaking interviews with parents, 
siblings, teachers, doctors and first responders, Newtown 
documents a traumatized community still reeling from the 
senseless tragedy, fractured by grief but driven toward a sense 
of purpose.

There are no words of compassion or reassurance that can 
bring back those who lost their lives during the shooting at 
Sandy Hook Elementary School. Instead, Snyder delves into the 
lives and homes of those who remain, all of whom have been 
indelibly changed by the events. They speak candidly about 
their grief, anger and disbelief over what occurred and their 
disappointment that nothing has truly changed with regard to 
the country’s legal response to gun violence. Newtown bears 
witness to their profound grief and allows it to reverberate 
within our collective conscience, exploring what happens to a 
community after it becomes the epicenter of a national discus-
sion and what it must cope with after the cameras leave.

REEL SOUTH is a new anthology series 
that highlights the masterful, provocative 

Southern tradition of storytelling, exploring 
the alluring and complicated region and its 

diverse voices and points of view.
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Primetime / April 14 - 24



HOLOCAUST ESCAPE TUNNEL 
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Zooming in  
for a Close-Up

Wednesday, April 19
In the heart of Lithuania, what is now a peaceful for-
est called Ponar was once Ground Zero for Hitler’s Final 
Solution. Here, before death camps and gas chambers, 
the Nazis shot as many as 100,000 people, mostly Jews, in 
systematic executions, and then hid the evidence of the 
mass murder. In June 2016, the PBS science series NOVA—
produced by WGBH Boston—joined an international team 
of archeologists on an expedition to locate the last traces 
of a vanished people: the Jews of Vilnius, the capital of 
Lithuania, known in colloquial Yiddish as Vilna. 

In the process, they made an extraordinary find—a hidden 
escape tunnel dug by Jewish prisoners at the Ponar death 
pits. In a powerful new film, HOLOCAUST ESCAPE TUNNEL, 
NOVA reveals the dramatic discovery and shares incred-
ible stories from the descendants of this unique group of 
Holocaust survivors. The documentary takes viewers on 
a scientific quest to unveil the secret history of Vilna and 
shed light on a nearly forgotten chapter of the Holocaust.

“Following a unique group of archeologists whose ad-
vanced scientific tools revealed an escape tunnel buried for 
more than 70 years allowed NOVA to take viewers straight 
into the heart of the story to learn the truth of what really 
happened to a vibrant culture that vanished,” said Paula S. 
Apsell, Senior Executive Producer, NOVA. “While memories 
may fade as more survivors of this dark era leave us, we 
now have hard evidence to preserve the historical record 
for future generations and ensure these tragedies will 
never be forgotten.”

Shmuel Rabinovitch 
kisses his older 
brothers, Amos and 
Binyamin, farewell 
as they leave for Pal-
estine from the Vilna 
train station. 1940



Pauline believes PBS programs keep 
her connected to what’s happening 
in her community and the world, and 
she wants to ensure these programs 
remain available for current and 
future generations.

That’s why she has decided to leave 
her PBS station a gift in her will.

FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN PLAN A GIFT!

Primetime / April 25 - 30

Go to wcte.org and click “Planned Giving”

20 |  WCTE Close-Up

or contact Avery Hutchins at WCTE 931-528-2222 or ahutchins@wcte.org
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For more information, go to:
wcte.org/indielens

RUN FOR YOUR MAMA
5K Double Pump

May 13

WCTE GREAT TV AUCTION
Live Streaming from Anywhere!

June 1- 4 and 8 -11

STATIONS OF IMAGINATION
at Cookeville’s Fall FunFest

September 9

BLUES & BREWS CRAFT BEER FESTIVAL
October 21

HAUNTED HALF 13.1 
October 21 (Half Marathon)

FROM WCTE

For more info, go to wcte.org

Send the “Who, What, When, Where,” along 
with the accompanying graphics, to 

psa@wcte.org
All submissions will be reviewed before 

appearing on the calendar.

Located in an impoverished 
Mojave Desert community, Black 
Rock Continuation High School is 
an alternative for at-risk students 
with little hope of graduating from 
a traditional high school. It’s their 
last chance. This coming of age 
story shows extraordinary educa-
tors and talented students combat 
the crippling effects of poverty.

National Bird follows whistleblowers 
who, despite possible consequences, 
are determined to break the silence 
around one of the most controversial is-
sues of our time: the secret U.S. drone 
war. The film gives rare insight through 
the eyes of both survivors and veterans 
who suffer from PTSD while plagued by 
guilt over participating in the killing of 
faceless people in foreign countries.

Th e  B a d  K i d s
B y  Ke i t h  Fu l to n  &  Lo u  Pe p e

M o n .  M a rc h  1 3 ,  6 : 3 0 p m

N at i o n a l  B i rd
B y  S o n i a  Ke n n e b e c k

M o n .  M a rc h  2 7 ,  6 : 3 0 p m

Cookeville Performing Arts Center, 10 East Broad Street, Cookeville, TN

 wcte.org/calendar



pbs.org/thegreatwar
#GreatWarPBS

Premiering  in conjunction with the 100th anniversary of America’s 
entry into WWI on April 6, 1917, “The Great War” tells the rich and 
complex story of World War I through the voices of nurses, journalists, 

aviators and the American troops who came to be known as “doughboys.”

This is the story of little-known heroism and sacrifice (including the deadli-
est battle in American history) that would leave more than 53,000 men 
dead on the battlefield and more than 60,000 dead from disease.  Ameri-
can fatalities would come at a critical time in the war, but they would be 
dwarfed by a cataclysm of violence that would ultimately claim over 15 
million lives.

EPISODE 1 - In August 1914, a war unprecedented in 
size and violence broke out on the European continent. 
Three thousand miles away, President Woodrow Wilson 
sat at his wife’s bedside as she lay dying. Heartbroken 
and distracted, but ever the idealistic diplomat, Wilson 
vowed to keep his country out of “the Great War.”

By 1916, there was a growing sense that the European 
war was coming closer to home. German spies seemed to 
be around every corner, a national hysteria fanned by the 
press. Record-setting numbers of Americans marched 
in parades, vowing to be prepared if war came. That 
November, Wilson won re-election with the campaign 
slogan: “He Kept Us Out of War.” Less than a month after 
his second inaugural, Wilson found himself on the brink 
of war. The Germans resumed a policy of “unrestricted 
submarine warfare” and began once again sending 
American ships to the bottom, while the British inter-
cepted a secret telegram disclosing Germany’s efforts to 
persuade Japan and Mexico to declare war on the U.S. 
On April 2nd, Wilson appeared in front of a solemn joint 
session of Congress and asked for a declaration of war against Germany, 
proclaiming that “the world must be made safe for democracy.” 

EPISODE 2 - In the spring of 1917, the United States was utterly unpre-
pared for war. Its army ranked 17th in the world, behind Serbia’s. France and 
Britain were dubious about America’s might. At home, Congress and the 
American people remained deeply divided about going to war.

Wilson knew he needed to sell the war, and quickly. He turned to a former 
journalist, George Creel, to head the newly-created Committee on Public 
Information. Only days after the declaration of war, Creel launched an 
unprecedented propaganda campaign that brought artists, writers, and 
Hollywood into the fold. The blizzard of positive information about the war 
left little doubt that it was every American’s patriotic duty to get in line and 
support the war. For those who resisted the patriotic fervor, the conse-
quences could be severe.
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Episode Two charts America’s entry into the conflict, examining the 
breathtaking speed of mobilization and the profound transformations 
required if America was to play a central role in the Great War. 

EPISODE 3 -  President Wilson had given General Pershing just one 
directive: help win the war so that Wilson could set the terms for peace. 
The general had waited for more than a year to launch the attack as he 
built an army two million strong and devised plans he believed would 
bring a swift end to the war. 

It was not to be. Only hours after launching the offensive, Pershing’s 
troops were bogged down, sinking in mud, their 
transport ensnared, their spirits dampened. It was 
exactly the outcome Pershing had sworn to avoid.

Back in the United States, a deadly new enemy 
swept through cities and military camps: the flu. At 
the front, more American soldiers were killed by the 
flu than in combat.

Wilson had gone to war in order to shape the peace, 
and when the tide turned the Germans reached 
out to him. The Americans, they believed, would be 
less vindictive than the British and the French: they 
wanted a cease-fire on Wilson’s terms.

At 11:00 a.m. on November 11, 1918, the guns fell 
silent along the Western Front. The war was over 
and some 50,000 doughboys lay dead on the field 
of honor in France. For Wilson, the last fight still 
remained. At the end of 1918 he traveled to Paris 
to negotiate the terms of the final peace treaty. 
Although Wilson won the world over to his beloved 

League of Nations, he faced unexpected resistance at home. Felled by a 
stroke at the critical moment, the president failed to convince the Sen-
ate to ratify the Treaty of Versailles, with tragic consequences.

“World War I was the soil from which so many things today really grew, 
starting with America’s place in the world,” said AMERICAN EXPERIENCE 
Executive Producer Mark Samels. “Before the war, America was isolated 
and uninvolved in world affairs. After the war, America stepped onto 
the world stage, and that continues today with our troops becom-
ing involved in conflicts around the world. The current debate on the 
balance between national security and civil liberties also began with 
World War I. The debate over immigration reached its apex during 
World War I. The film is not only about what happened 100 years ago, 
but how what happened then transformed our nation and the world in 
ways still being felt today.”



WCTE at Tennesee Tech’s

Thank you for helping us make a difference

Annual Membership Levels
$35	 Basic Membership
$60	 Patron
$90	 Associate

$120	 Producer
$240	 Engineer
$365	 Dollar A Day Club

Allergy Associates  
The Dr. Bob Show
BB&T Legge Insur-
ance  Charlie Rose: 
The Week
Beltone Assorted 
Programming
Ben Lomand Connect 
WCTE Academic Bowl
Cannon Cty Chamber 
of Commerce  Blue-
grass Underground 
(Thurs,)
City of Cookeville 
Prime Time 
City of Crossville 
Prime Time 
Companion CPA 
Group 
Masterpiece and  
PBS NewsHour
Cookeville-Putnam 
Cty Chamber of 
Commerce 
Prime Time
Cookeville Regional 
Medical Center As-
sorted Programming
Crown Trophy  WCTE 
Academic Bowl
Cumberland Auto 

Center Tennessee 
Crossroads (Sat.) and 
Rick Steves’ Europe
Cumberland County 
Playhouse 
Prime Time 
Cumberland Insur-
ance Assorted Pro-
gramming 
DeKalb Animal Clinic 
Charlie Rose: The 
Week and Nature
Ford Lincoln of 
Cookeville Discover 
the Upper Cumberland
Frontier Commu-
nications Assorted 
Programming
Grade-A Catering 
Prime Time
Jackson County 
Chamber of Com-
merce Tennessee 
Crossroads (Sat.)
McMinnville Electric 
System Bluegrass 
Underground (Mon.)
MidSouth Sewing 
Sewing with Nancy
Presley Funeral 
Home  Assorted Pro-
gramming

R-Cubed Environ-
mental Solutions 
Prime Time
Silver Angels  As-
sorted Programming
Stonehaus Winery 
Prime Time
Tennessee Depart-
ment of Agriculture-
Live Green Tennessee
Tennessee Lottery 
Assorted Programming
Tennessee Tech  
WCTE Academic Bowl
The Law Offices of 
Galligan & Newman  
Assorted Programming
The Original Gondola 
Pizza House Assorted 
Programming
Town & Country 
Overhead Doors  As-
sorted Programming
Twin Lakes Tele-
phone Cooperative  
Assorted Programming
Upper Cumberland 
Reconnect Assorted 
Programming
Wakefield Venture 
Group  Frontline

Program Sponsors

Joe & Connie Albrecht
Loren & Jan Aschbrenner
Robert & Germaine Bird

Budd & Julia Bishop
Steve  & Connie Boots

Rick Bowman
Leon & Julie Burns
Steve Chapman &  
Donna Simpson

A.C. Clark
Fred & Louise Culp

Craig Fickling &                           
Melanie Madewell

Elaine Funk
Nancy Harris

Mark & Avery Hutchins
Russ & Nan Jacobsohn

Glenn James
Thomas & Patricia Janney
Randy & Melinda Keifer

Georgia Knott
Keith Krause

Ken & Connie Leslie
Terry & Rosalyn Little

Ann Looney
Sydney Lunn

Mario Morales
Carl Owens

J.D. & Lissa Parks
Petya Perkins

Oscar & Anne Perron
The Plateau Group

Bruce Ramer
Thomas & Darlene Roberts

Jack Sallee
Pauline Sherrer

Jack and Mary Stites
Bob, Glenda  & Jordan Terry

Iva West

Studio Club

Jim & Mickie Akenson
Derek & Diana  

Baranowski
Robert & Suzanne Berman

Dr. Katherine Bertram
Bilbrey Funeral Home
Builders’ Supply - Jim 

Hughes
Andrea Burckhard 

Philip & Jane Burnett
Jeff & Kathy Callahan

Bruce Cannon
Richard Castle

Pritindra & Sharon      
Chowdhuri
Ciphertek

City of Crossville
Companion CPA Group
Scott & Mona Copeland

Cumberland Film Society
Steven Douglas

Bruce Evans
Deb Evans

First National Bank of           
Tennessee

Bill & Jane Gray
Elizabeth Halverstadt
Hal & Elisabeth Harder

Jere & Rebecca Hargrove
Robert & Lisa Harrison
Ken & Lillian Hartgrove

Morris & Linda Irby
John & Barbara Jackson

Harry Johnson
Don & Joyce Jorgensen
Wali & Shakura Kharif
Mike & Ellie Lenhart

Luna & Herren  
Investment Group

Nina Lunn
Jimmy & Shirley Mackie

Becky & Max Magura

Ottis & Cindy Phillips

Bob & Kat Rust

Scott & Julie Shanks

Ships ‘N Trips

Wayne & Mary Alice Spain

Brian & Michele Spalding

Stonecom

Alan & Joyce Tatum

Timothy  & Sue Tewalt

Candace Thomas
Ed & Karen Thornblade

Vianney & Regina Villaruz

Angelo & Jennette 
Volpe

Sandy Warner

Michael Welch

Arthur & Judith Wojta

Chuck & Sally Womack

Zimmer Broadcasting

Directors’ Circle

Entrenched in the Upper Cumberland, WCTE is making a difference 
through educational, informational and entertaining programming, as 

well as through many outreach events.

Producer’s Table

Bright Lights, Little City Sponsors
Richard & Joy Albins

Bilbrey Funeral Home
Robert & Suzanne Berman

Phillip & Jane Burnett
Bruce Cannon

City of Crossville
Cumberland Film Society

Steven Douglas
Bruce Evans
Deb Evans

First National Bank of Tennessee
Elizabeth Halverstadt

Robert & Lisa Harrison
Keith Krause

Don & Joyce Jorgensen
Oscar & Anne Perron
The Plateau Group

Scot & Julie Shanks
Dick & Mary Shilling

Timothy & Sue Tewalt
Ed & Karen Thornblade

Vianney & Regina Villaruz
Sandy Warner

Arthur & Judith Wojta

Michael & Rhonda Galligan
Mike McCloud

Larry & Janice McDonald

Mark & Mindy Odom
Sally & Andy Pardue

TN Race Timing

Legacy Society
Steve Boots

Henry & Monika Bowman
Becky Magura
Bob & Kat Rust
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DONATE YOUR 

 VEHICLE

CALL 866-908-WCTE or 866-908-9283
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