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       I Will Make a Difference for WCTE!
           I/We want to make a gift and contribute to the WCTE Endowment:

       $1,320 one time

       $264 annually (5 payments)

       $66 quarterly (20 payments)

       $22 monthly (60 payments)

       Other (please describe)

Sign up online at wcte.org, call the Membership Department at 
        931-528-2222, ext 312, email pcloud@wcte.org or mail a check labelled       

40th Anniversary Campaign to WCTE,  P. O. Box 2040, Cookeville, TN, 38502.

      *WCTE does not share or sell your information. 

To mark our 40th Anniversary in 2018, WCTE has 
a goal of raising $1 Million for the first WCTE      
Endowment!  This fund will support WCTE in  
perpetuity, and your contribution to this              
endeavor will make this goal a reality.

As a contributor to this campaign, you will receive 
the many benefits of becoming a WCTE member.  
For your founding gift to the first WCTE Endow-
ment, you will receive the bi-monthly members 
magazine Close-Up, have Passport access for spe-
cial on-demand programming, will be honored in 

the Close-Up with other endowment supporters, 
and be specially recognized at the WCTE Annual 
Dinner in March.  

For a simple gift equaling $22 or more a month, 
you will become a leader in an elite group being 
asked to make this goal a reality.  Spread over 5 
years, you can make your commitment monthly, 
quarterly, annually or all at once, and your gift will 
most importantly leave a legacy for your children, 
grandchildren, and for the greater good of the 
entire Upper Cumberland region.
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Becky Magura, President & CEO of WCTE

This year will be a momentous 
one for WCTE, marking our 40th 
anniversary. We enter 2018 strong 
as we close out an exceptional 
year for public media in the Upper 
Cumberland!  I know that you will 
enjoy Shannon Terry’s article (p.6) 
on the beginnings of WCTE, and 
will recognize just 
how far we’ve 
come in these 
four decades.

On the same site 
where they broke 
ground forty 
years ago, we 
recently installed 

a new, state of the art Comark digital transmitter that 
is ATSC 3.0 ready for the next generation of broadcast 
television.  In addition, WCTE has a new master control, 
which is the broadcast operations center for the station.  Litewire Data 
Center, located in McMinnville, will be part of a joint master control ven-
ture involving many PBS stations throughout the nation. It is exciting to 
be on the forefront of service to our industry and to know that WCTE is 
prepared for the future in technological advances.  

In 2017, WCTE made strong headway into the early literacy arena with 
PBS’s Get Ready To Learn with Cindy Putnam, a strategic partnership 
with Putnam County Schools, and expanded local content creation to 
include serving the needs of our children and families.  In addition, the 
radio program, Get Ready To Learn with Cindy Putman, on Zimmer Broad-
casting, and the one that airs prior to it, WCTE PBS: On the Radio, have 
broadened our reach in our daily endeavor to serve the region. 
Forty years ago, WCTE started with one analog signal that signed off 
in the evening!  At the end of 2017, WCTE was operating four distinct 
24/7 digital channels:  Our main WCTE HD;  WCTE Create;  WCTE World 

and WCTE PBS Kids.  These channels are available for free as over-the-air 
content.  They are also available on cable and satellite.  

We created a strategic plan which is forward thinking, service minded 
and public media focused.  None of this exceptional work would be 
possible without the dedication of our staff, station leadership, the 
board of trustees and you, our loyal support team!
I can’t think about our future without reflecting upon the past.  Our fu-

ture is bright thanks to exceptional people who helped 
us along the way.  In 2017, we lost two of these people 
- Dr. Rebecca Quattlebaum and Joe Albrecht.  

Dr. Quattlebaum, or Dean Q as we affectionately called 
her,  was a mentor to me.  Along with Dr. Mary Ayers of 
TTU, Dean Q made it possible for me to serve as WCTE’s 
first student intern, setting me on a career path that 
would change my life.  She told me this summer before 
she died that she knew if I would just get my foot in 
WCTE’s door, it would be the place for me.  How right 
she was!  

A more recent mentor for me was Joe Albrecht.  Joe served multiple 
terms on our Board of Directors, mostly as Treasurer.  He always chal-
lenged us to operate as a business, and he shouted how important 
WCTE was to the Upper Cumberland from the rooftops.  He counseled 
me on many key issues and never wavered in his support or lasting 
contributions to the station.  

I will miss them as well as the others who have paved the way for our 
success in these past forty years, and I will always be eternally grateful.  

Thank you for your continued support of WCTE, Upper Cumberland 
PBS.  As we enter 2018, I wish you the very best and ask that you make 
a point to find a way to engage with us during this historic year.  We will 
all be better for it!  
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~ WCTE art Director & senior Producer Craig Gray

photo credit Hal  L. Harder/Moose Creek Media

Premieres Thursday, January 18 at 7pm

“We’re excited to showcase the unique people and places from throughout the 
upper Cumberland. our region is truly fascinating. Even having grown up here, 
producing this show has taught me so much about the people, the culture and 
the uniqueness of our beautiful part of the world. 

In this new season, come along with us as we talk to Jamie Dailey of the multi-
Grammy nominated bluegrass duo, Dailey & vincent, take a tour of a dam that 
brings many of our viewers the valuable power they use every day, and step back 
in time as we explore the historic Monterey Depot Museum.

What’s new about this season?  for one thing, we are revising our approach to 
interviews. We’re moving them from the studio into the field, and into the lives 
of those we are featuring. In addition, “Discover” will have a fresh, new look.

I am looking forward to the new season of Discover the Upper Cumberland. I hope 
you will join us for each incredible moment!”

Jan/Feb 2018 | 5
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by Shannon Terry

The year was 1978. Jimmy Carter was President, the national minimum wage was $2.65, gas was 63 
cents per gallon, and Andy Gibb’s Shadow Dancing was the #1 Billboard hit of the year. There were 
only three television networks available in the Upper Cumberland at the time, ABC, CBS and NBC, all 

of which were received by antenna-only, and none of which represented the people of the region. That 
was until August 21, 1978, when WCTE-TV Channel 22 signed on the air for the very first time, specifically to 
serve the people of the rural Upper Cumberland. 

PBS was only eight years old when it welcomed WCTE into its fold as a full member station that August. At 
the time, the Upper Cumberland was without access to public or educational television of any kind since the 
stations out of Nashville and Knoxville did not reach this specific area. WCTE would fill that void with mostly 
educational programming initially, and would evolve over time to include locally produced programs that 
would tell the stories of the fourteen Upper Cumberland Counties represented by WCTE.

That first day on-air, any television within a 50-mile 
radius of the transmitter, and equipped with an 
antenna, received WCTE’s signal, possibly seeing 
the children’s program, Hodge Podge Lodge, which 
was the first program to air on WCTE. Situated atop 
a mountain in Putnam County, the tower had been 
under construction for many months and is ac-
companied only by a small building that served as 
the initial office for the station, where Tom Cupp, 
George Carson and Randy Jackson were among the 
first engineers to oversee operations of WCTE. 



The caption in Cookeville’s herald-Citizen  at the time read...
“aT ThE ConTrols - randall Jackson, broadcast engineer, at the controls of the Cookeville educational television station, 

watches over the transmission of programs going out to viewers within a radius of 50 miles around Cookeville.”

photo by Kyle Johnson, 
herald -iCitizen

Constructing the WCTE 
broadcast Tower
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Director of Tennessee Educational Television and Cookeville native, Eugene Dietz was the first station manager. 
Dietz was based out of Nashville and oversaw all four state owned and funded stations until 1980, when Richard 
Castle became the first General Manager of WCTE. Richard, his wife Donna and their children Roger, Art and Rus-
sell dedicated their lives to WCTE and worked tirelessly in any capacity necessary to keep it up and running over 
the years. Thanks to the hard work and dedication of the Castles, Carson, Jackson, Dietz and countless others in 
the beginning, in addition to the support of the late Tennessee Senator Tommy Burks, WCTE became a reality.

So, at the end of that first day of broadcasting, at 9:30 p.m. on August 21, 1978, WCTE-TV Channel 22 signed off 
with the National Anthem, wishing its inaugural goodnight to the people it was specifically there to serve. And 
an Upper Cumberland tradition was born.



On March 24, the Emmy-winning PBS show 
presented by WCTE,  Bluegrass Under-

ground will “celebrate the grand opening of its 
new – but still a few million years old – venue: 
the Caverns, located at the foot of Monteagle 
Mountain in Grundy County.”  

“This is a dream come true to find a cave system 
that expands and improves the live and tele-
vised musical experiences of underground 
performances we have been curating since 
2008,”  Executive Producer Todd Mayo said. 

“Our new home at The Caverns will enable us 
to add infrastructure with permanent power, 
professional audio and lighting with enhanced 
food and beverage concessions that have never 
before been possible, including a longtime 
request from our patrons: cold beer.”

Producer Todd Jarrell explained how the new 
venue will benefit the television show.

“In the past, we taped the entire 12-episode sea-
son over one weekend due to the difficulty and 
expense of bringing literally tons of cabling and 
show gear a quarter mile into the cave.  But the 
Caverns’ permanent infrastructure presents us 
the flexibility to match calendars with some of 
the world’s greatest performers, enticing them 
underground to offer our fans a ‘deep down’ 
lifetime experience throughout the year.”

You can find the schedule for 2018 upcoming 
live shows at bluegrassunderground.com

The Tennessee subterranean concert series is 
also in the running for more Emmys this year.  
Catch the MidSouth Emmy Awards on January 
20th at 8pm on WCTE. 

Recently a donor from Pleasant Hill 
generously donated a Prius to WCTE, 

and the Tennessee College of Applied 
Technology (TCAT ) in Crossville part-
nered with the station to fix it up. The 
Prius will be wrapped and used for WCTE 
PBS Kids educational outreach when they 
visit schools and businesses across the 
Upper Cumberland.  

For example, WCTE’s education depart-
ment has been working with Jackson 
Kayak employees, conducting classes 
that teach parents ways to engage their 
children. They also discuss topics such as 
peer pressure and school bullying. 

Live Green Tennessee recently featured TCAT 
in a segment. To have a look, go to YouTube 
and key in WCTE TCAT into the search. You can 
catch Live Green Tennessee Mondays at 7pm.
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President of TCaT, Cliff Wightman



THE IMPACT OF READY TO LEARN COLLABORATIVES 
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by Cait Beroza 



WCTE was funded by the state of Tennessee to 
produce a series of six stand-alone episodes called 
Building Strong Brains:  ACEs, The Tennessee Story, 
in collaboration with agencies, organizations, 
communities and other stakeholders involved in the 
state’s ACEs Initiative. The purpose of the series is to 
increase information about and awareness for ACEs 
messaging that will be shared with all public television 
stations in the state, and can potentially reach every 
citizen in the state. WCTE is also involved in the Public 
Awareness Campaign about ACEs supported by a grant 
to the Commission on Children and Youth from the 
Office of Criminal Justice Programs.

WCTE’s part in the ACEs project began in June.  Our 
Director of Content & Digital Media Brent Clark and his 
team spent a month on the road, traveling from one 
end of the state to the other, shooting interviews with 
experts and practitioners. All six episodes will be aired in 
February on WCTE at the following times:

Thursday, february 1st
Episode #1 at 7pm - ACEs and Their Effects
Episode #2 at 7:30pm -The Role of Stress

sunday, february 4th
Encore Episode #1 at 5pm  - ACEs and Their Effects
Encore Episode #2 at 5:30pm - The Role of Stress

Thursday, february 8th
Episode #3 at 7pm - Fact not Fate
Episode #4 at 7:30pm  - Building a Strong Foundation

sunday, february 11th
Encore Episode #3 at 5pm - Fact not Fate
Encore Episode #4 at 5:30pm - Building a Strong 
Foundation

Thursday, february 15th
Episode #5 at 7pm - Community Involvement
Episode #6 at 7:30pm - Initiatives and Solutions

sunday, february 18th
Encore Episode #5 at 5pm - Community Involvement
Encore Episode #6 at 5:30p - Initiatives and Solutions

“aCEs refers to adverse Childhood Experiences.  
It’s those traumatic experiences, the traumatic 
stress experiences that happen in a child’s life. And 
all of us have stress, every child does, and every 
adult does, but these are those traumatic stress 
events that when layered one over the top of the 
other have long-term impact on a child.”

~Bill Haslam, Governor of the State of Tennessee, 

excerpt from Episode #1,  ACEs and Their Effects.

“If you look at the data, there have been studies across the country and in 

individual states and counties. Roughly a third of people in our country...have 

experienced at least one adverse childhood experience.  Now, we all live in the 

real world, so it would make a lot of sense that many of us have experienced at 

least one. The problems with ACEs come when individuals have experienced   

four or more.  That’s when... chances of having negative outcomes, really 

dramatically increase.”

~Katy Spurlock, Urban Child Institute, excerpt from Episode #1, ACEs and Their Effects.

ABUSE

NEGLECT

HOUSEHOLD
DYSFUNCTION
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“One context where we see this most prominently is in school settings, and the impact of 
ACEs on child behavior is really widespread.  We see an impact in cognitive development 
- the ability to think, ability to learn, and being able to really use problem solving skills. 
We see an impact in emotional development and ability to regulate emotions, to engage 
with others, and we see an impact on behaviors.  These disruptive behaviors can impact 

not just the individual child, but all of the children around them.”

~Meg Benningfield MD, Medical Director, Vanderbilt School Based Mental Health Services, 

excerpt from Episode #1, ACEs and Their Effects.

 

Source: rawhide.org

MANIPULATIVE

ANGER MANAGEMENT
PROBLEMS

AVOIDS RISKS 
AT ALL COSTS

VIEWS HUMANS AS 
THREATS,  NOT FRIENDS

BELIEVES BAD THINGS 
HAPPEN ON PURPOSE

LACK OF
MOTIVATION

32X more likely to have 
learning or behavior 
problems in school with 
4 or more ACEs.

This stunted growth can 
lead to a snowball effect of 
poor decision making and 
an inability to process fear 
appropriately.

Brain development is 
paused to deal with 
threats to safety.

Responds to daily stresses  
with higher anxiety and 
views them as dangerous.
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I’m Paula Walker, Receptionist / Development Support, and I’m a lifelong resident of Cookeville, with the exception 
of a few years that I moved to East TN.  I like to say that helped me appreciate my hometown and all that we have to 
offer. I am the youngest of four siblings. Growing up in Cookeville and then raising my son here has offered me the 
opportunity to see how this community has grown and for the better. 

I am the proud mom of one son, Tyler Henry. 
 
I retired from the real estate industry several years ago and then recently worked administrative/support positions 
for local realtors in the area.  

As a young girl in the 70s I can remember when WCTE first came on the air.  That gave us another channel and 
we were so thrilled because having television with antenna gave us very limited channels, so when WCTE was 
added that offered us PBS and as a child that was so exciting.  Then as I grew up and became a mom, PBS was very 
important to my son.  Actually, Tyler’s nursery was decorated in a Sesame Street theme. I have always had a love for 
everything that we could get on this channel. 
 
It seems that we have always in some way been involved with something to do with WCTE like helping with the 
Great TV Auction, Membership Drives, and attending Stations of Imagination. 

If you call in or come by, please come see me or speak to me. I love working in our lobby.  I am also able to work with our Development/Marketing 
Director and help with any background or research work that is needed for upcoming projects. I also enjoy helping with our wonderful Events Team 
when we have a special event.  It’s great to be a part of this team and we all help each other out when needed. I also work alongside our Director of 
Content and Digital Media to schedule our radio shows that air on Saturday mornings.  I love that I get to work with so many people and my 
responsibility isn’t just one dimensional.  I have learned so much in my short time with WCTE and I hope the fun and experiences never end. 

I’m Kristy Keeling, WCTE’s Education and Community Impact Manager. I retired from a Michigan Public School 
District with 23 years of service and have degrees in Psychology and Art. I relocated to Cookeville in June, 2017 
after becoming engaged to Blake, my best friend and the love of my life. I have a 21 year old son, the highlight 
of my existence, who lives in Michigan while pursuing his engineering degree. I enjoy hiking, fishing, camping, 
boating, ATV riding, hunting, kayaking, and spending time with my family making ridiculous fun memories. I am 
enjoying my work at WCTE while engaging with the community and its members.

Hi. I’m Patti Cloud, WCTE’s Membership Coordinator. I moved from my hometown in Knoxville to study 
Environmental Biology and Environmental Agriscience at TTU and I enjoyed living in Cookeville so much 
that I stayed after obtaining my degrees. I love reading, cooking, singing, and of course spending time with 
my friends and family. I also have a deep appreciation for the joy of good coffee. I am absolutely thrilled to 
be working for WCTE and helping to grow such a beloved part of our community.  

I’m Samantha Chambers from Cookeville, and I’m the Special Events Assistant. I am so happy to be back at 
WCTE!! I started working for the station in February 2015.  After taking some time away from work to have 
my two beautiful babies, I am ready to get back into the swing of things. I am looking forward to our much 
anticipated annual events including The Great TV Auction, Stations of Imagination and Blues and Brews!
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Weekdays & Ready to Learn                                        

Daytime 
schedule

Saturdays

Sundays

5:00 AM Sit & Be Fit

5:30 AM Classical Stretch 

6:00 AM  Ready, jet, Go 

6:30 AM Cat in the Hat

7:00 AM Nature Cat

7:30 AM Curious George 

8:00 AM  Curious George                                    
 (Feb 19 - Pinkalicious & Peterrific)

8:30 AM  Daniel Tiger

9:00 AM Daniel Tiger                                             
 (Feb 26  - Mister Rogers)         

9:30 AM Splash & Bubbles

10:00 AM Sesame Street

10:30 AM Super Why

11:00 AM Dinosaur Train

11:30 AM  Peg + Cat

12:00 PM Sesame Street  

12:30 PM Splash & Bubbles

 1:00 PM       Curious George

1:30 PM Nature Cat                                                  
 (Feb 19 - Pinkalicious & Peterrific)

2:00 PM Nature Cat

2:30 PM Wild Kratts

3:00 PM Wild Kratts

3:30 PM Odd Squad

4:00 PM Odd Squad

4:30 PM Arthur

5:00 PM Mathline                   

5:30 PM Nightly Business Report

6:00 PM PBS NewsHour

5:00 AM Missy Kane’s Fit & Fun

5:30 AM  Dinosaur Train

6:00 AM Bob the Builder

6:30 AM Daniel Tiger

7:00 AM Daniel Tiger                                   

 (Feb 24 - Pinkalicious & Peterrific)

7:30 AM Splash & Bubbles

8:00 AM Curious George

8:30 AM Nature Cat

9:00 AM Ready Jet Go

9:30 AM This Old House

10:00 AM Ask This Old House

10:30 AM  Woodwright’s Shop

11:00 AM  Rick Steves’ Europe

11:30 AM Lidia’s Kitchen 

12:00 PM Christopher Kimball’s Milk  

 Street TV 

12:30 PM Chef’s Life

1:00 PM America’s Test Kitchen

1:30 PM  Tennessee Crossroads

2:00 PM  Tennessee Wildside

2:30 PM  Live Green Tennessee

3:00 PM Volunteer Gardener

3:30 PM Mind of a Chef

4:00 PM America’s Heartland

4:30 PM  Motorweek

5:00 PM      Sewing w Nancy 

5:30 PM Fons and Porter’s                            

 Love of Quilting

6:00 PM  Lawrence Welk

5:00 AM Missy Kane’s Fit & Fun

5:30 AM Dinosaur Train

6:00 AM Sesame Street

6:30 AM Daniel Tiger

7:00 AM Daniel Tiger                               
 (Feb 25 - Pinkalicious & Peterrific) 

7:30 AM       Splash & Bubbles

8:00 AM Curious George

8:30 AM Nature Cat

9:00 AM Ready Jet Go!

9:30 AM Wild Kratts

10:00 AM Odd Squad

10:30 AM Twice as Good                                    
  10:30 AM  TN Capitol Report (Jan 28 & Feb 25)

11:00 AM  Dr. Bob Show

11:30 AM Overheard with Evan Smith

12:00 PM  TBA

12:30 PM  To the Contrary/Bonnie Erbe 

1:00 PM  Lawrence Welk Show

2:00 PM  Classic Gospel

3:00 PM - 7:00 PM - Various PBS Shows

WORLD Channel’s America ReFramed: Class of ‘27 has been honored with a prestigious Alfred I. 
duPont-Columbia University Award. Class of ‘27 had its national broadcast premiere on the America 

ReFramed documentary series on WORLD Channel in 2016.

Filmed in the hollows of Appalachia, on native lands of the Upper Midwest and in West Coast migrant 
camps, Class of ’27 presents distinct yet complementary personal stories from places too often ignored 
in America.  The three portraits demonstrate that children from distressed communities, despite their 
circumstances, are more likely to grow into productive and civically engaged adults if they receive sup-
port in their earliest years. Committed to supporting the children’s potential, each community is a place of 
hope, inspiration and resilience.

The Alfred I. duPont–Columbia University Award honors excellence in broadcast and digital journalism 
in the public service. The awards, established in 1942 and administered since 1968 by the Columbia 
University Graduate School of Journalism in New York City, are considered by some to be the broadcast 
equivalent of the Pulitzer Prize.

Season 6 of America ReFramed premieres in February. You can find WORLD on WCTE’s Channel 22.2.

Cookeville @ TTU Backdoor Playhouse
Fri. Jan 12 at 5:30
Screening begins at 6pm

Crossville @ Palace Theatre
Thurs. Jan. 11 at 5:30pm 
Screening begins at 6pm 

McMinnville @ Park Theater
Sat. Jan. 13 at 1:30pm
Screening begins at 2pm

For free tickets to the Crossville Screening, visit the Palace Theatre.
To reserve your spot at the Cookeville or McMinnville Screenings, 

please visit wcte.org , or call 931-528-2222.
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*Schedule subject to changePrimetime / Jan. 1 - 11
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Zooming in  
for a Close-Up

INTO THE AMAZON tells the remarkable story of the 1914 
journey taken by President Theodore Roosevelt and legendary 
Brazilian explorer Candido Mariano Da Silva Rondon into the 
heart of the South American rainforest to chart an unexplored 
tributary of the Amazon River. 

With six American adventurers, including his son Kermit, Roo-
sevelt spent eight harrowing weeks in one of the most remote 
and inhospitable places on earth, battling tenacious insects, 
deadly rapids, fever, hunger and exhaustion on a quest to 
map an unknown river in one of the wildest and most beauti-
ful places on earth. What was anticipated to be a relatively 
tranquil journey turned out to be a brutal test of courage and 
character. Before it was over, one member of the expedition 
had drowned, another had committed murder and a third was 
abandoned to perish in the jungle. Roosevelt would badly 
injure his leg and beg to be left behind to die. 

More than a dramatic story of adventure and survival, Into the 
Amazon shines a light on two of the western hemisphere’s 
most formidable men and the culture and politics of their two 
formidable nations. Filmed on location in the Brazilian Ama-
zon, the film features the voices of Alec Baldwin as Roosevelt, 
Wagner Moura (Narcos) as Rondon and Jake Lacy (Girls) as 
Kermit Roosevelt. 

“The story of the Roosevelt-Rondon expedition is both inspir-
ing and deeply cautionary,” said author Louis Bayard. “It shows 
that human enterprise has its limits. There is no more formida-
ble example of willpower  than Teddy Roosevelt. But he didn’t 
tame that jungle, he didn’t domesticate it, he just survived it. 
And even he, at the end, had to acknowledge his limitations. 
And as soon as they left, the jungle folded round and elimi-
nated every last trace that they had been there.”

“The amazon jungle eats whatever comes its way. 
There’s just a way in which the insects and the 
bacteria and the worms, the whole environment 
consumes whatever moves through it.” 
   – historian Clay Jenkinson

Tues., Jan. 9 at 8pm
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Bennett is an artist for all ages whose interpretations and 
re-interpretations have introduced new generations to the 
Great American Songbook. He is one of a handful of artists 
to have new albums charting in seven consecutive decades, 
beginning in the 1950s through the 2010s. Bennett cele-
brated his 90th birthday on August 3, and the milestone was 
highlighted with the broadcast of a television special, the 
release of a new CD and book, and the lighting of the Empire 
State Building honoring his musical legacy.

The Library of Congress Gershwin Prize event will feature 
performances by Bennett, as well as Chris Botti, Michael 
Bublé, Gloria Estefan, Michael Feinstein, Savion Glover, Josh 
Groban, Wé McDonald, Brian Stokes Mitchell, Vanessa Wil-
liams, 2009 Gershwin Prize honoree Stevie Wonder and a 
special presentation by Wynton Marsalis — with Bruce Willis 
as host and Gregg Field as music director (program subject 
to change). During the event, Bennett will be presented the 
Gershwin Prize by Carla Hayden, Librarian of Congress, and a 
delegation of Members of Congress.

Bennett was born in 1926 in Queens, New York. His father 
died when he was 10 years old and his mother, Anna, raised 
Tony and his older brother and sister, John and Mary Bennett 
attended the High School of Industrial Arts in Manhattan, 
where he nurtured his two passions, singing and painting. 
From the radio, he developed a love of music listening to 
Bing Crosby, Louis Armstrong and James Durante. Bennett 
is also a World War II veteran who fought in the Battle of the 
Bulge and participated in the liberation of a concentration 
camp. He marched with Martin Luther King, Jr. in Selma to 
support civil rights. He has performed for 11 U.S. presidents. 
The United Nations has named him a Citizen of the World as 
one of its foremost ambassadors. Among his honors, Bennett 
has been a Kennedy Center honoree (2005), an NEA Jazz 
Master (2006), and received Billboard magazine’s Century 
Award (2006). In the last 10 years alone, Bennett has sold 10 
million records.

Jan. 12 at 8pm & 9:30pm

Tony Bennett: 
The Library of Congress 

Gershwin Prize for Popular Song
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We’ll Meet Again
with Ann Curry

New Series Features Dramatic 
Reunions Between People Separated 

by Real-Life Historical Events  
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Tues., Jan 23 to Feb. 27

Exploring some of history’s most dramatic events through the 
personal stories of those who experienced them, the series 
brings together people whose lives intersected at pivotal mo-
ments. Executive produced and reported by Ann Curry, each 
episode of WE’LL MEET AGAIN reveals the powerful bonds 
forged among people who now, against the odds, have the 
chance to reunite with someone who transformed their life. 

The tides of history can disrupt lives, throwing strangers 
together or tearing loved ones apart. The series reveals these 
moving personal stories of hope, courage and love: from a 
Vietnam War baby desperate to find the American father she 
last saw 40 years ago to the military chaplain who helped a 
stranger through the trauma of 9/11, from a Japanese-Ameri-
can girl interned in 1942 who never forgot the classmate who 
helped her during her darkest hours to civil rights workers 
whose lives were forever changed by the deep relationships 
they formed in the 1960s South.

WE’LL MEET AGAIN takes viewers on a journey of hope, search-
ing for clues in marriage records and war and immigration 
documents, and combing archives to reunite those separated 
by time and distance.

“This series helps people separated by conflict, war and hu-
manitarian disasters find each other again and reveals untold 
stories of courage, survival, friendship and even love,” said 
Curry. “This is human history — not from the point of view of 
kings or politicians or generals — but of everyday people on 
the front lines of massive events they have no way to control.” 
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Queen Elizabeth’s Secret Agents 
3 Part Series

Sundays Jan. 28, Feb. 4 & Feb. 11
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This series uncovers the secret state that helped keep 
Queen Elizabeth in power for over 40 years. During a time 
when Britain was divided, unstable and violent, the world’s 
first secret service was born. Run by William and Robert Ce-
cil, this father and son team had the duty of protecting the 
Queen and the Country. The series asks leading historians 
to each study the period from a different key players point 
of view. They dissect the minds and motivations of key 
players, to reveal a covert spy network.

Episode 1 - January 28
William Cecil, Queen Elizabeth I’s spy master, intercepts a 
conspiracy to assassinate the queen. When he discovers 
that Elizabeth’s own cousin, Mary, Queen of Scots is behind 
the plot, he lays a trap to capture and execute her.

Episode 2 - February 4
Elizabeth’s enemies grow in strength but Robert Cecil, her 
spymaster, also fights an enemy within. An ambitious aris-
tocrat is trying to take over his network. At stake is control 
over the aging queen and the power to choose the next 
king of England.

Episode 3 - February 11
England has a new monarch, King James I, and Elizabeth’s 
former spymaster, Robert Cecil, faces his toughest test. A 
group of religious extremists plan to blow-up the Houses 
of Parliament with the king inside – what we call the Gun-
powder Plot.
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Animals With Cameras: 
A Nature Miniseries 

Wednesdays, Jan. 31, Feb. 7 & 14
Get a front row seat for an experience like no other. 
“Animals with Cameras” showcases the animal kingdom 
through the eyes of the creatures that live there. Using 
the latest techniques and scientific engineering, fly 
through the clouds like an eagle, plunge into the ocean 
with a seal, and swing through the trees surrounded by 
monkeys. Our cameramen take a step back and let the 
animals themselves take us through the complex world 
they call home. We will be privy to their secret lives like 
never before and uncover some truly unprecedented 
behavior through their eyes.



January Guest 
Jesse Ruben

February Guest 
Jimmy Mackie

The message that Brooklyn singer/songwriter 
Jesse Ruben has been spreading through his 
music is simple and direct. I can. You can. We 
Can. When Jesse originally wrote his song 
“We Can”, he had just run the NYC Marathon 
and hoped to inspire people to start running. 
As it turns out, his message was meant to be 
much more universal.  The “We Can Project”, 
now spreads across North America. Jesse 
began touring the country, visiting schools 
and helping students come up with personal 
goals and ways to give back to their com-
munity. Amazing things began to happen. 
Playgrounds were built. Gardens planted. 
Cancer walks organized.

Just as things were taking off, life threw a 
curveball. Jesse had just headlined and sold 
out his entire East Coast tour and was writing new music when he became incred-
ibly ill. It took 9 months and more than a dozen doctors before he got his diagno-
sis: Lyme Disease. Jesse was so sick, he didn’t think he would ever play music or 
lead a normal life again. Suddenly, the message he had been spreading to students 
over the past year rang truer than ever before. I can do this. It took two full years to 
rebuild his health. It’s an experience Jesse won’t easily forget.

In fact, it’s changed his perspective on life and writing. Jesse had always wanted 
to inspire people through his music, but now has a mission and an even bigger 
message: No matter what you are going through, you’re not alone, and it will get 
better.  Now, he is healthy and more motivated than ever to build his career and 
pursue his dreams. Next year, Jesse will release his EP A Reply to Violence. 

In the late 1950s, after graduating with 
two degrees from TTU and spending 
two years in the U.S. Army, Jimmy had 
a wife, a child and no job. And he was 
unsure what he wanted to do. 

Then a chance meeting between his dad 
and a friend in 1957 set off the chain of 
events that eventually became Jimmy’s 
profession and a major local business. 

He bought into a small food distribution 
business that delivered groceries from 
a distributor in Knoxville to restaurants, 
schools and hospitals in Putnam County. 

Business flourished over the coming 
years, and iWC joined the Frozen Food 
Forum, a national food buying cooperative that’s now called Frosty Acres. 
iWC is the No. 1 distributor in the Frosty Acres organization.

Now iWC, it is the largest independently owned food service distributor in 
Tennessee. Under the leadership of Jimmy and his son and company Presi-
dent Bob Mackie, IWC has grown from a few workers and two trucks to about 
200 full-time employees and more than 50 distribution vehicles. 

Jimmy credits this growth to a heritage of honesty, trustworthiness, depend-
ability and a great location.  A Cookeville native, he believes Cookeville is a 
great place to raise a family and a business. 

Watch one on one with becky Magura Thursdays at 8:30pm

ONE
OneON

with Becky Magura

Primetime / Feb. 25 - 28
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For more information, go to: wcte.org/indielens

FREE 
SCREENING

The rich history of America’s 
Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities (HBCUs) 
began before the end of 
slavery, flourished in the 
20th century, and profoundly 
influenced the course of 
the nation for over 150 
years — yet remains largely 
unknown. 

A haven for Black intellectu-
als, artists, and revolutionar-
ies — and a path of promise 
toward the American dream — HBCUs have educated the architects of 
freedom movements and cultivated leaders in every field while remaining 
unapologetically Black for more than 150 years.  

These institutions have nurtured some of the most influential Americans 
of our time, from Booker T. Washington to Martin Luther King, Jr., W.E.B. 
Du Bois to Ralph Ellison, Toni Morrison to Oprah Winfrey, Alice Walker to 
Spike Lee to Common.  

Tell Them We Are Rising: 
The Story of Black Colleges and Universities

Mon. Jan. 22, 5:30pm

Cookeville Performing Arts Center, 10 East Broad Street, Cookeville, TN
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Annual Membership Levels
$35 Basic Membership
$60 Patron
$90 Associate
$120 Producer
$240 Engineer

$365 Dollar A Day Club
$500 Studio Club
$1,000 Directors’ Circle
$2,500 Producers’ Table

Allergy Associates  
The Dr. Bob Show
BB&T Legge Insur-
ance  Washington 
Week
City of Cookeville 
Prime Time 
City of Crossville 
Prime Time 
Companion CPA 
Group 
Masterpiece,  
PBS NewsHour, Viet-
nam
Cookeville-Putnam 
Cty Chamber of Com-
merce 
Prime Time
Cookeville Regional 
Medical Center As-
sorted Programming
Crossville Hous-
ing Development 
Corporation Assorted 
Programming
Cumberland Auto 
Center Tennessee 
Crossroads (Sat.) and 
Rick Steves’ Europe
DeKalb Animal Clinic 
Washington Week, 
Nature 

Family Wellness 
Pharmacy Assorted 
Programming
Grade-A Catering 
Prime Time
GO Indoor Advertising 
Assorted Programming
H&R Block Assorted 
Programming
Jackson County 
Chamber of Com-
merce Tennessee 
Crossroads (Sat.)
Main Street McMin-
nville Assorted Pro-
gramming
McMinnville Electric 
System Bluegrass 
Underground (Mon.)
MidSouth Sewing 
Sewing with Nancy
Midstate Termite and 
Pest Control Assorted 
Programming
Presley Funeral Home  
Assorted Programming
Randolph Electronics 
24/7 Kids Channel
R-Cubed Environmen-
tal Solutions Prime 
Time
Stonehaus Winery 
Prime Time

Ten Broeck Tennes-
see Roadblocks to 
Recovery
Tennessee Depart-
ment of Agriculture-
Live Green Tennessee
The Law Offices of 
Galligan & Newman  
Assorted Programming
The Original Gondola 
Pizza House Assorted 
Programming
Town & Country Over-
head Doors  Assorted 
Programming
Twin Lakes Telephone 
Cooperative  Assorted 
Programming
Upper Cumberland 
Reconnect Discover 
the Upper Cumberland
Upper Cumberland 
Tourism Association 
Discover the Upper 
Cumberland
Wakefield Venture 
Group Assorted Pro-
gramming

Program Sponsors

Albrecht, Connie
Aschbrenner, Loren & Jan

Barnard, Debbie
Birdwell, Dr. Michael

Bishop, Julia
Bowman, Henry & Monika

Bowman, Rick
Braden, Ken

Burns, Leon & Julie
Carlen, Hill and Beverly

Culp, Louise
Fickling, Craig & Madewell, Melanie

Goldfinger, Ed
Johnson, Bill

Keifer, Randy & Melinda
Knott, Georgia

Leslie, Ken & Connie

Little, Terry & Rosalyn
Lunn, Sydney

Morales, Mario
Oakley, Louis 

Owens, Dr. Carl
Pardue, Steve & Carolyn

Parks, JD & Lissa
Perkins, Petya

Roberts, Thomas & Darlene
Rohr, Mike & Esther

Sallee, Jack
Stearman, Gail & Kim

Stites, Jack & Mary
Terry, Bob, Glenda & Jordan

Wall, Dr. James T.
Welch, Mike  

Studio Club

Akenson, Jim & Mickie

Baranowski, Derek & Diana

Barton III, Jack 

Bertram, Dr. Katherine

Boots, Steve & Connie

Callahan, Jeff & Kathy

Castle, Richard

Castle, Roger

Chowdhuri, Pritindra & Sharon

 Companion CPA Group

      Conger, Hilton 

Copeland, Scott & Mona

Funk, Elaine

Gray, Bill & Jane

Harder, Hal & Elisabeth

Hargrove, Jere & Rebecca

Hartgrove, Ken & Lillian

Irby, Morris & Linda

Jackson, Dr. John & Dr. Barbara

James, Glenn

Janney, Tom & Patricia

Kharif, Wali & Shakura 

           Luna & Herren Investment Group 
Lunn, Nina

Mackie, Jimmy & Shirley

Magura, Becky

Matson, Jack & Donna

Phillips, Ottis & Cindy

Red Silo Brewing Company

     Sewell, Charles  

Spain, Wayne & Mary Alice

Thomas, Candace

Volpe, Angelo & Jennette

Whitfield, Nina

Womack, Chuck & Sally

 

Directors’ Circle

Producer’s Table

Bright Lights, Little City Sponsors

Albins, Richard & Joy
Beesley, Anna Evans

Bell, Stephen 
Berman, Robert & 

Suzanne
Bilbrey Funeral Home

Burnett, Philip and Jane
Cannon, Bruce

City of Crossville
Cole, Bruce

Cumberland County 
Playhouse

Cumberland County Film 
Society 

Douglas, Steve & Debbie
Evans, Bruce
Evans, Deb
Evans, Tim

First National Bank of 
Livingston 

Gunter, Darren

Hahn, Sam
Halberstadt, Elizabeth E

Harris, Nancy
Harrison, George & Sandi
Harrison, Robert and Lisa

Hassler, Thomas
Hodge, Phil & Margie
Jorgensen, Don and 

Joyce
Klippel, Bob
Knight, Beth 

Kornreich, Elliot & 
Evelyne

Krause, Keith
Lively, Larry & Lori

Looney, Ann
Martin, Roberta

McKnight, Ted & Martha
Messig, Joan

Nixon, George & Ginny
Pearson, Judy

Perron, Oscar (Pepe) & 
Ann

Rios, Marjorie
Shanks, Scot & Julie

Sherrer, Pauline
Stonehaus Winery

Tasca, James & Ruth
Tewalt, Timothy & Sue
The 2016 Playhouse 

Volunteers
The Plateau Group, Inc.

The William E. and Lucre-
tia W. Evans Family
Thornblade, Ed and 

Karen
Villaruz, Vianney & 

Regina
Wallace, Elizabeth

Warner, Sandy
Wojta, Arthur & Judith

   Chapman, Steve & Simpson, Donna 
          Ciphertek 

Franklin Fixtures, Uhrik, Lisa & Dave
Galligan, Mike & Rhonda
McDonald, Larry & Janice

Odom, Mark & Mindy
Pardue, Sally & Andy

 TN Race Timing
 Zimmer Broadcasting 

The Community Advisory Board is scheduled to meet on Tue., Feb. 13 at noon in 
the WCTE Downtown Office Conference Room (1 S Jefferson, Ste. 204, Cookev-
ille, TN 38501).

The Upper Cumberland Broadcast Council meets in the 4th floor conference 
room of the First Tennessee Bank building located at 345 S Jefferson Ave, 
Cookeville, TN 38501. Their next scheduled meeting is Thursday, Feb. 15 at 4pm.

Meetings of the Board of Directors of the Upper Cumberland Broadcast Council, 
committees of the Board, and the Community Advisory Board are generally 
open to the public, although certain meetings, or portions of meetings, may be 
closed in order to address confidential or proprietary matters.

CAB & UCBC Meetings

Legacy Society
Boots, Steve

Bowman, Monika & Henry
Magura, Becky
Rust, Bob & Kat
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