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Q: What are the top three types of cancer most 
prevalent in Mississippi?

A: Certain cancers are more prevalent depending on age. Among children (ages 0-14), 

brain and CNS tumors, leukemia, and lymphoma are most prevalent.

For adolescents and young adults (ages 15-34), lymphoma, melanoma of the skin, and 

thyroid cancer are most prevalent. 

For adult men, prostate, lung and bronchus, and colon and rectum cancers are most prevalent.

For adult women, breast, lung and bronchus, and colon and rectum cancers are most prevalent.

Q: What ethnic group is most affected by the 
top three cancers?

A: For males, African Americans have a higher incidence and mortality rate than whites 

for all three cancers. For females, African Americans have higher incidence and mortality rates 

for breast and colon and rectum cancers, but whites have a higher incidence and mortality for 

lung and bronchus cancer.

Q: Is cancer more prevalent among those receiving 
Medicaid or Medicare?

A: Cancer is more prevalent among those on Medicare, because cancer is mainly a 

disease of an older population. Those who have Medicaid insurance tend to be younger.
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Q: What age group is most affected by cancer?

A: Cancer risk increases rapidly beginning at age 40. The highest rate of cancer in 

Mississippi occurs in those ages 75-79. 

Q: How do Mississippi’s cancer rates compare to 
other Southeastern states?

A: Mississippi, as compared to rates in the United States, had a higher incidence rate in 

prostate, lung and bronchus, and colon and rectum cancers, but had lower incidences of breast 

cancer in women. 

Mississippi had the 21st highest incidence rate of all cancers in the United States and the 

District of Columbia. Compared to its bordering states, Mississippi had a similar incidence 

rate to Tennessee, a lower rate than Louisiana, and a higher rate than Arkansas and Alabama.

Mississippi had the third highest cancer mortality rate in the country compared to the 50 states 

and the District of Columbia. The mortality rate was similar to the rates in Louisiana, Tennessee, 

and Arkansas, and higher than the cancer mortality rate in Alabama.

Source: 2011 United States Cancer Statistics produced by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
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