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Jackson, Mississippi 

 
 
 

 
 
Directors present: Perry Sansing, Chair, David Allen, Vice-Chair, Eric Clark, Al 

Rankins, Pete Smith 
 
Directors absent:  Bob Sawyer 
 
Directors participating telephonically:  None 
 
Staff present: Ronnie Agnew, Roy Davis, Jason Klein, Nikki McCelleis, Mari Irby, 

Ashley Jefcoat, Paul Moore, Claudia Morris, Cindy Stevenson and 
Fred Wickes 

 
Foundation Staff present:  LeAnne Brewer, Wade Overstreet and Regenia Sulton 
 
Others present: Ann Day Becker (Foundation Board of Directors) and Steven 

Cooksey (Rea, Shaw, Giffin and Stuart, LLP) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
A motion was made by Vice-Chair Allen and seconded by Director Smith that the Board 
approve the agenda, and upon a unanimous vote, the motion carried. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by Vice-Chair Allen and seconded by Director Smith that the Board 
approve the Minutes of the meeting of the Board of Directors held on September 10, 
2013, and upon a unanimous vote, the motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
AUDITOR’S REPORT 
Chairman Sansing recognized Steven Cooksey of Rea, Shaw Giffin and Stuart, LLP to 
present the report from the auditor.   
 
Steven Cooksey reported that the audit for fiscal year 2013 is overall comparable to the 
audit for fiscal year 2012. 
 
A motion was made by Vice-Chair Allen and seconded by Director Clark that the Board 
approve the auditor’s report for fiscal year 2013, and upon a unanimous vote, the 
motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 
Operating Budget and Grants 
Paul Moore presented the Operating Budget and Grants report and noted several items. 
 
Paul Moore stated that the state allotment will be received at the beginning of 2014. 
 
Paul Moore mentioned that there was a disbursement made to MPB by EdNet and that 
this amount will likely be used for repair or upgrade of equipment.   
 
A motion was made by Director Clark and seconded by Vice-Chair Allen that the Board 
approve the Operating Budget report as of October 31, 2013, as presented by Paul 
Moore, and upon a unanimous vote, the motion carried.  The Operating Budget report is 
made a part of these Minutes as Exhibit A. 
 
Budget Modifications  
Paul Moore presented the Budget Modifications report. 
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A motion was made by Director Smith and seconded by Director Rankins that the Board 
approve the Budget Modifications report as of October 31, 2013, as presented by Paul  
Moore, and upon a unanimous vote, the motion carried.  The Operating Budget is made 
a part of these Minutes as Exhibit B. 
 
Expenses and Contract over $50,000 
Paul Moore presented the Expenses and Contracts over $50,000 report.   
 
A motion was made by Director Clark and seconded by Vice-Chair Allen that the Board 
approve the Expenses and Contracts over $50,000 ($297,702 to National Public Radio 
and $1,334,532 to Public Broadcasting System) as presented by Paul Moore, and upon 
a unanimous vote, the motion carried.   
 
 
 
 
FOUNDATION DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
LeAnne Brewer introduced Wade Overstreet, new Major Gifts Officer for the Foundation 
for Public Broadcasting in Mississippi (FPB). 
 
Wade Overstreet gave an overview of the potential he sees for developing a strong 
major gifts program, due to the quality of what MPB has to offer and the strengthening 
partnership of FPB and MPB. 
 
LeAnne Brewer recognized Ann Day Becker, chairman of the FPB Board.  Ann Becker 
stated that training on Allegiance has been successful and that the new software will 
improve productivity as well as enable staff to have more time to interact with donors. 
 
LeAnne Brewer recognized Regenia Sulton, Operations Manager of FPB, to give the 
Foundation’s financial report.   
 

[Director Clark exited the meeting.] 
 
 
 
 

STAFF UPDATES 
 
Ronnie Agnew recognized staff members to give updates on their departments. 
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Ryanne Duffie Saucier and Roy Davis reported that the work on transmitter sites is 
ongoing.  Roy Davis gave a powerpoint presentation showing the improvements made 
at the site in Ackerman, Mississippi. 
 
Nikki McCelleis noted that the Stop the Drop high school dropout prevention summit will 
be held December 18 and added that the Education Department has recently applied 
for a grant through the Mississippi Department of Education. 
 
Ashley Jefcoat noted that MPB’s current website does not meet the standard for 
success in media and does not accurately represent what MPB does.  The new website 
is being developed with Bento of PBS, who will perform all maintenance and upkeep on 
the site.  Ashley Jefcoat added that she hopes the new website will be ready to launch 
in February 2014.   
 
Mari Irby stated that there will be two preview screenings for the new season of 
Downton Abbey on Saturday, January 4, 2014, at the Mississippi Museum of Art, hosted 
by MPB and FPB.  Mari Irby added that the event will include a membership outreach. 
 
Jason Klein reported that radio’s fall Drive Time resulted in a 29% increase in overall 
contributions and a significant increase in amount of sustainer giving.  Total brought in 
through Drive was $124,000. 
 
 
 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Ronnie Agnew mentioned that due to a new arrangement with Play On Sports for the 
high school football championships, Play On will produce the shows and MPB will air 
them, at no expense to MPB.   
 
Ronnie Agnew noted that some of the general managers of public broadcasting stations 
in Alabama, Arkansas and Georgia came to MPB in October to discuss sharing 
programming and to brainstorm about various public broadcasting concerns. 
 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
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SIGNED, this the 21st day of January, 2014 
 
 
 
 
        
     ___________________________________ 
     Perry Sansing, Chair 
     Board of Directors 
 
      
 
     ___________________________________ 
     Ronnie Agnew 
     Executive Director 
 
 


