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MISSION

To enrich our communities 
by providing distinctive 
programming and services 
of the highest quality that 
enhances lives, expand 
perspectives and connect us 
to one another.

LOCAL VALUE

WKU PBS serves a critical role in south central Kentuck y 

As the only university licensed PBS affiliate in Kentucky, WKU PBS 
proudly serves the communities of south central Kentucky and 
northern Tennessee.  We are located in the heart of Western Kentucky 
University’s campus in Bowling Green.

We have three broadcast program services, WKU PBS 24.1, WKYU Create 
24.2 and WKYU-Wx (live weather radar) 24.3.  Through these offerings we 
remain a trusted source for local information, educational content and 
entertainment.

2015 KEY SERVICES

Broadcasting over 170 hours of local original content in fiscal year 2014-15, 
WKU PBS provided our viewers valuable over-the-air services free from 
cable or satellite fees. Additionally, our non-broadcast services including 
satellite and web streaming provided approximately 400 hours of content 
to variety of sources throughout the country and the world.  On average 
we provided over two hours of original content per work day through our 
services.

660
total hourS

variety
400 hrS

athletic
90 hrS

original 
local content

170 hrS

“Wku pbs programs help bring families together."  
Headline, Bowling Green Daily News, August 03, 2015 

Continued to serve as a conduit of information showcasing 
Kentuckians on the national stage through uplinks to major 
national public and private broadcast networks.  

More than 90 hours of WKU Athletic events showcasing both 
Men’s and Women’s teams were carried live to 40 million 
homes both in our coverage area, throughout the country, and 
online to every corner of the globe.

Introduced regional audiences to a richly diverse selection 
of local music, arts, healthy lifestyle, and public affairs 
programming.  These showcases even resulted in Emmy award 
recognition.

Elementary school aged children in at-risk environments 
in our region were provided free books through a PBS Kids 
partnership with Overstock.com.  

WKU PBS partnered with several local, regional, and national 
agencies and companies to help promote and enhance the 
economic growth of the region.

LOCAL IMPACT   

WKU PBS’ local services have a l asting impact  
in our region.
Partnerships and collaboration have been key tools for success 
with our efforts. Continuing collaborative partners include: 
Mammoth Cave National Park, Warren County Public Library, 
Barnes & Noble, the Southern Kentucky Festival of Books, 
Community Education, the Housing Authority of Bowling Green, 
and the Bowling Green Human Rights Commission.
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WKU PBS IN THE COMMUNITY

—   MAKING A DIFFERENCE —  

WKU PBS, PBS Kids, & OVERSTOCK.COM FREE BOOK INITIATIVE

Upon receiving the books, Community Education Executive Director Debi Jordan said:  
"It is through generous donations such as these that we are able to provide working parents 
with safe, engaging environments for their children at the lowest possible cost. Literacy is the  

cornerstone to every other educational building block."

WKU PBS POOL PART Y

The WKU PBS Pool Party marked its 15th year in 2015. The party 
has the same mission every year: Bringing families together.  Each 
year at the Russell Sims Aquatic Center, families enjoy drawings 
for pool toys every 15 minutes, puppet shows by Kids on the Block, 
appearances by Arthur the cartoon character and, of course, the 
water park’s facilities. The first 300 children in the park received 
goodie bags that included a beach ball, pencils, erasers, candy, 
coloring sheets and other small toys.  This is coordinated as an 
opportunity for children and families to spend one last outdoor 
weekend together before the school year begins.

OUTSIDE THE BOOK

As part of a collaborative mission initiative, WKU Public Television 
partners each spring with organizers of the Southern Kentucky 
Festival of Books to host a series of on-location interviews with 
nationally significant and regional authors.  The programs provide 
a significant community outreach and have fostered a true col-
laboration between literacy advocates and the mission of public 
broadcasting.

adop tathon
Each year WKU PBS partners with the Bowling Green/Warren 
County Humane Society as a media sponsor.  The goal is to 
provide a training opportunity for WKU students in television 
production while also helping find forever homes for pets.  WKU 
Broadcasting students work with several local media outlets to 
produce content designed to enhance the adoption event.  This 
event serves our region and helps our students gain valuable 
skills in real-time problem solving.  We are proud to help serve 
our community with this activity.
 

Hundreds of children served by local community education afterschool programs 
and the local housing authority were provided free books to enhance early childhood 
reading skills.  We are committed to provided free, readily available media resources 

that spark children’s curiosity to support learning and development. 
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MAINSTREET 
SpoTlIghTS 
culTuRE, ARTS, 
INTERESTINg 
pEoplE, AND 
plAcES of 
KENTucKy.
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MainStreet

Our Emmy Award winning series MainStreet has just completed 26 years of 
storytelling.  This program has been a cornerstone of information and education 
about the unique attractions, businesses, and people of the Commonwealth.  

This year, four staff members were nominated for Emmy awards based on work 
that they did for this program including segments featuring Kentucky’s thriving 
bourbon industry and the “Belle of Louisville” riverboat.  Program segments 
have also been shared, through cooperative agreements, with other programs 
including KET’s “Kentucky Life’ and Kentucky Farm Bureau’s “Bluegrass and 
Backroads”.  

WKu pBS 

MAKES A 

DIffERENcE 

IN ThE 

coMMuNITy.
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LOST RIVER SESSIONS

Beginning the second season of production, our newest Emmy award 
winning addition to our family of programming features regional 
musical artists in local arts venues performing live to small audiences.  
This is an ongoing effort featuring the finest Americana, Folk and 
Bluegrass music in Kentucky!  It was a tremendous honor for us 
to win an Emmy award for audio in the first season of production.  
Additionally, the series was nominated in the Arts/Entertainment 
and Lighting categories.  This series is being distributed nationally to 
showcase our region to the rest of the nation.
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COOKING 80/20 

We are excited to report that another nationally 
distributed program has found a home within 
the studios of WKU PBS.  Hosted by Robin 
Shea, this series is designed to help struggling 
families live the 80/20 lifestyle.  What is the 
80/20 Lifestyle? Robin shares with us how to 
make “Clean” healthy lifestyle choices 80% 
of the time while always saving 20% for your 
favorite guilt free indulgence.  

WKU | PBS 
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Impact through our programs

WKU PBS understands the responsibility of service to the 
communities we serve with our programming.  Telling the 
stories of the people, places and events of our region is 
an important job. We are very serious about promoting 
our region to the rest of the world. Our local programs 
like MainStreet, Outlook, Outside the Book, Lost River 
Sessions, Cooking 80/20, WKU Athletic Broadcasts, 
and WKU Commencement ceremonies, highlight the 
very best that our region has to offer.  They also 
serve to inspire the next generation of leaders in our 
Commonwealth and beyond.

WE ARE vERy 

SERIouS ABouT 

pRoMoTINg ouR 

REgIoN To ThE REST 

of ThE WoRlD.

As a public media organization, WKU PBS is committed 
to engaging and serving our audience, contributing to 
our community, and positively impacting life in South 
Central Kentucky by connecting people to each other 
and to the world.

Barbara Deeb interviews 
Representative Brett Guthrie 
on the set of Outlook.
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WKu’S puBlIc BRoADcASTINg SERvIcE hAS 

BEEN NoMINATED IN EAch of ThE pAST  

12 yEARS, REcEIvINg ThE AWARD 18 TIMES.

ouR AuDIENcES ExpEcT ExcEllENcE fRoM 

ouR STAff. WE TAKE ouR RESpoNSIBIlITy To 

ThEM AND ThIS REgIoN vERy SERIouSly.

RECOGNITION
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Recognition of our work

WKU PBS was nominated for seven awards in six different 
categories for the 51st Annual Ohio Valley Emmy Awards 
in 2015. We were thrilled to be selected as recipients of an 
Emmy award related to the audio production of Lost River 
Sessions. 

“Our audiences expect excellence from our staff. We take 
our responsibility to them and this region very seriously,” 
Director of Public Broadcasting David Brinkley said. “We 
are particularly honored that Kentucky focused programs 
are featured for award consideration this year.”

Cheryl Beckley (’80) and Jessica Gibbs (’07), previous Emmy 
recipients, were nominated again this year for their work 
on MainStreet, the magazine style program from WKU PBS. 
Beckley added, “MainStreet is a wonderful storytelling 
platform that allows us as producers to reach the heart of 
a story through the subjects that we interview and we’re 
proud to have been nominated for this honor.”

In all, seven different individuals were included in the 
nominations including four first-time nominees. Neil 

Purcell, a spring 2015 graduate from Mayfield, was a senior 
during the production of his related material. “Every piece 
entered was created while I was still a WKU student, and 
couldn’t have been completed without guidance from the 
WKU PBS staff and access to professional equipment.” 
Purcell said. “It’s a great feeling to know my work is 
being recognized alongside long-standing industry 
professionals.”

Darius Barati (’07) and James Pearson, also first-time 
nominees, were recognized in multiple categories 
for work they did on WKU PBS new music series Lost 
River Sessions. Barati and Pearson co-produced the 
series, nominated in the Arts/Entertainment category. 
Additionally, Barati received nominations related to his 
work on WKU PBS longest running series MainStreet and 
in the lighting craft category for Lost River Sessions.

“The opportunity to represent not only WKU but also the 
communities of south central Kentucky at the Emmys is 
the highest of honors,” Barati said. “I couldn’t be more 
excited to be involved in WKU PBS’ long standing tradition 

of creating excellent programming that both reflects and 
showcases the rich culture of this region.”

Pearson and Allan Stokes, another first-time nominee, 
received nominations in the craft audio category for their 
work on “Lost River Sessions” and “Lost River Music 
Festival” respectively. 

Joshua Niedwick (’03), a previous Emmy nominee, was 
nominated again this year for a composite of material 
related to the craft of videography. “I’m honored to once 
again join my peers in representing the best of what WKU 
PBS and WKU has to offer not only to the faculty, staff and 
students, but also to our greater south central Kentucky 
community at large,” Niedwick said.

WKU PBS received the following nominations:

Arts/Entertainment: Lost River Sessions: “The Carmonas”  
 — Darius Barati, James Pearson
Magazine Program: MainStreet: “Kentucky Spirits”  
 — Cheryl Shrader Beckley, Darius Barati, Jessica Gibbs

Interstitial Content: Little BG, Harlaxton, and Only Footprints  
— Neil Purcell
Photographer: Program: Composite — Joshua Niedwick
Audio: Lost River Sessions — James Pearson and  
Lost River Music Festival  — Allan Stokes
Lighting: Lost River Sessions  — Darius Barati

During this year’s Ohio Valley Emmy Award Ceremony, WKU 
PBS was represented by more than its professional staff. 
Our award-winning student crew was hired to produce the 
backstage show that was streamed live during the event. This 
opportunity allowed them not only to network with industry 
professionals, but also to show off their skills and work ethic.

WKU PBS Student crew.
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WKU PBS PART OF NEW OHIO RIVER NET WORK

Seven public media stations have formed a partnership to help 
serve our region with even more content. 
The Ohio River Network will produce hard-hitting, high-quality 
multimedia journalism that examines the region’s economy, 
energy, environment, agriculture, infrastructure, and health.

“Enhanced coverage of this type is essential for the changing 
media landscape,” said David Brinkley, Director of Public 
Broadcasting at WKU. “This collective effort will lead to content 
that will enhance the lives of our audiences and strengthen 
our understanding of how this region contributes to a global 
economy.”  The group will produce journalism for partner 
stations and collaborate with national programs, including 
PBS NewsHour, Frontline, Marketplace, Morning Edition and All 
Things Considered, and other public media outlets serving the 
Kentucky public Radio Network. The collaboration will produce 
daily reporting, investigations, long-form narrative pieces, and 
documentaries.  

“CPB is pleased to support this historic collaboration among 
public media stations in Kentucky, Ohio, and West Virginia,” said 
Bruce Theriault, CPB senior vice president, journalism and radio. 

“By working together, these stations can ensure that important 
stories from this under-reported area are told locally, regionally 
and nationally. The sum is indeed greater than the parts.”

Public and Private Media Partnerships

We are continuing to explore enhanced partnerships 
with regional public and private media groups.  Regional 
organizations including Indiana university public media, 
Southern Illinois university public television, Louisville Public 
Media, WHAS-TV (Louisville), WTVQ-TV (Lexington), WLEX-
TV (Lexington), WBKO-TV (Bowling Green) and Kentucky 
Educational Television have all benefitted from efficiently 
available facilities and equipment when needed to enhance 
their content flow.

National Media Distribution

We have enhanced production capabilities that make us a 
regional content distribution hub for national networks.  We 
have provided content and production services in the interest 
of promoting Kentucky initiatives and individuals to several 
national networks including:  Fox News, Fox College Sports, 
ESPN, ABC News, CNN, CBS News, the Discovery Channel, 
National Geographic, NBC Universal and PBS.

Regional Economic Grow th 

In 2014 we began a multi-year partnership with the Bowling 
Green Chamber of Commerce to enhance their ability to 
serve the economic growth needs of South-central Kentucky.  
This project provides enhanced content production to serve 
industrial, manufacturing, service and retail growth.  In 2015, 
we began production of media content to enhance recruiting 
ability of the Barren County Chamber of Commerce.  We take 
very seriously the joint responsibility of economic growth in 
our region.

Volunteers

Our volunteers are an essential part in helping us maintain 
and build community relationships and we are proud that 
they are recognized for their outstanding contributions to us. 

Partnerships with Area Schools

Showcasing the achievements of students from the counties 
in our coverage area has always been a priority to us.  We will 
continue to offer enhanced production services to many area 
schools proud of their student successes.  Dozens of hours 
of Kentucky high school athletic events are enhanced by our 
production facilities as well as multiple graduation and award 
ceremonies.     

WKu pBS fEElS ThAT 

SERvIcE REquIRES 

pARTIcIpATIoN 

oN MANy lEvElS 

INcluDINg BEINg AN 

AcTIvE pARTIcIpANT 

IN ThE coMMuNITIES 

ThAT WE SERvE. 

WKU | PBS 

1514

WKU President  
Gary Ransdell, 

Lynn O’Keefe, and
Vice President of 

Public Affairs 
Robbin Taylor. 

Lynn and Dennis O’Keefe  
attend the Lost River Rewind.

Representative  
Brett Guthrie.



IN THE PRESENT  
AND INTO THE FUTURE 

As a public media organization, WKU PBS 
is committed to engaging and serving our 
audience, contributing to our communities, 

and positively impacting life in South 
Central Kentucky by connecting people to 
each other and to the world.  We are here 

to help by serving this community and 
telling the stories that matter.  

Our best work happens for you  
and because of you.

1906 College Heights Blvd. #11034   |   Bowling Green, Kentucky 42101-1034

800.599.2424   |   wkyutv@wku.edu   |   wkyupbs.org


