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LOCAL VALUE

LOCAL IMPACT

2014 KEY SERVICES

WKU PBS SERVES A CRITICAL ROLE IN SOUTh CENTRAL KENTUCKy
As the only university licensed PBS affiliate in Kentucky, WKU PBS proudly 
serves the communities of south central Kentucky and northern Tennessee.  
We are located in the heart of Western Kentucky University’s campus in 
Bowling Green.

We have three broadcast program services, WKU PBS 24.1, WKYU Create 
24.2 and WKYU-Wx (live weather radar) 24.3. Through these offerings 
we remain a trusted source for local information, educational content and 
entertainment.

IN 2014, WKU PBS PROVIdEd ThESE KEy LOCAL SERVICES: 

•	Broadcasting over 170 hours of local original content in fiscal year  
2013-14, WKU PBS provided our viewers valuable over-the-air services 
free from cable or satellite fees. Additionally, our non-broadcast 
services including satellite and web streaming provided 432 hours of 
content to variety of sources throughout the country and the world. 
On average we provided a total of 2.4 hours of original content per 
work day through our services.

•	Continued to serve as a conduit of information showcasing 
Kentuckians on the national stage through uplinks to major national 
public and private broadcast networks. 

•	More than 90 hours of WKU Athletic events showcasing both Men’s 
and Women’s teams were carried live to 40 million homes both in our 
coverage area and throughout the country and online to every corner 
of the globe.

•	Introduced regional audiences to a richly diverse selection of local 
music and arts performances. These showcases even resulted in 
Emmy award recognition.

•	And for the 14th time, children from all across Kentucky wrote and 
illustrated their own books for the PBS Kids Go! Young Writers and 
Illustrators Contest

•	WKU PBS partnered with several local regional and national agencies 
and companies to help promote and enhance the economic growth of 
the region.

WKU PBS’ LOCAL SERVICES hAVE A LASTING IMPACTIN OUR 
REGION  Partnerships and collaboration have been key tools for success 
with our efforts. Continuing collaborative partners include: Mammoth 
Cave National Park, Warren County Public Library, Barnes & Noble, the 
Southern Kentucky Festival of Books and the Bowling Green Human 
Rights Commission.

MISSION

To enrich our  

communities by 

providing distinctive 

programming and 

services of the 

highest quality 

that enhances 

lives, expand 

perspectives  

and connect us  

to one another.



OUTSIDE THE BOOK   
As part of a collaborative mission initiative, WKU Public Television partners 

each spring with organizers of the Southern Kentucky Festival of Books to 

host a series of on-location interviews with authors to be broadcast. The 

programs provide a significant community outreach and have fostered a true 

collaboration between literacy advocates and the mission of public television.
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IN THE COMMUNITY

MAKING A DIFFERENCE
WKU PBS KidsGO! Young Writers and Illustrators Contest - April, 2014

For the 14th year, WKU PBS hosted the PBS KidsGo! Young Writers and Illustrators 

Contest (formerly the Reading Rainbow Contest). Over 200 Kindergarten through third-

graders wrote and illustrated their original stories for submission in the local/national 

contest. WKU Public Television partners included the Warren County Public Library, 

Barnes & Noble, and the Southern Kentucky Festival 

of Books. Pre-contest writer’s 

workshops are held at the 

local Barnes & Noble 

Booksellers. The library 

and other partners 

provide promotion and 

judges for the contest.

“WKYU-PBS remains one of our premier  
public jewels.” – Dr. Gary Ransdell, WKU President
As a public media organization, WKU PBS is committed to engaging and 

serving our audience, contributing to our community, and positively  

impacting life in South Central Kentucky by connecting people to each 

other and to the world.

“Thank you so much for all that you did this year and all the past years to make the Humane 
Society’s Adoptathon possible!”
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IN THE COMMUNITY

  

Our Emmy Award winning series MainStreet has just completed 25 years of 

storytelling. This program has been a cornerstone of information and education 

about the unique attractions, businesses and people of the Commonwealth. 

On the recently Emmy nominated program, segments featuring Raptor 

Rehabilitation, the Elk & Bison Prairie, the Woodlands Nature Station and the 

Primate Rescue Center served to educate the population about these initiatives. 

Program segments have also been shared, through cooperative agreements, 

with other programs including KET’s “Kentucky Life’ and Kentucky Farm Bureau’s 

“Bluegrass and Backroads”. 

Our newest addition to our family of programming features regional musical artists 

in local arts venues performing live to small audiences. This is an ongoing effort 

featuring the finest Americana, Folk and Bluegrass music in Kentucky! We think 

these programs will serve toward arts education and economic development by 

promoting locations and events throughout the region. 

IMPACT THROUGH OUR PROGRAMS
WKU PBS understands the responsibility of service to the communities we serve with 

our programming. Telling the stories of the people, places and events of our region is an 

important job. We are very serious about promoting our region to the rest 

of the world. Our local programs like MainStreet, Outlook, Outside 

the Book, WKU Athletic Broadcasts, WKU Commencement 

ceremonies and symphony concerts, highlight the very 

best that our region has to offer. They also serve 

to inspire the next generation of leaders in our 

Commonwealth and beyond.



RECOGNITION OF OUR wORK
Four WKU PBS employees were recognized with Regional Emmy Awards for 

their work on The Symphony: Chorale Finale, recorded in WKU’s Van Meter 

Auditorium and aired on WKU PBS. The award in the Special Events Coverage 

category was presented by the Ohio Valley Chapter of the National Academy 

of Television Arts and Sciences in Columbus, Ohio, which includes Kentucky, 

Indiana, Ohio and West Virginia.

Those recognized were Jessica Gibbs, producer/editor; Jordan Basham,  

technical director/engineer; Jeff Smith (audio engineer/post mixing); and  

David Brinkley (director). This was the first Emmy for Basham and Smith.

“It is great to receive an award, but what is most important is that this 
further cements the understanding that WKU students train in the best 
possible environment to help ensure career success,” Basham said. “WKU has 
demonstrated an unparalleled dedication to student success and I am thrilled, as 
a professional, to get to work with the future leaders of our industry.”

The program, which aired July 4, 2014, was a collaborative effort between WKU 

PBS and WKU’s Office of Campus and Community Events.

“This project is another example of how WKU PBS cares about the communities 
that we serve,” Brinkley said. “We also attempt to, when possible, collaborate 
with others to build educational and entertaining programs. I am very proud 
of our staff in these efforts as two of our nominations this year were aided by 
collaborative partnerships. And, as always, we are truly honored to represent 
WKU and Public Broadcasting at these events.”
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Two other WKU PBS programs received nominations:

In the Magazine Program category: 

Beckley, Gibbs and Barbara Deeb were nominated for 

MainStreet: Into the Wild.

Martin’s Fork in Harlan County is a 
Kentucky Wild Rivers corridor protected 
by the Kentucky Wild Rivers program.

The Kentucky Wild Rivers program 
 protects and preserves the wildlife and  
waterways designated as Wild River corridors.

In the Informational/Instructional 

Program category:  

Cheryl Beckley, Jessica Gibbs and 

David Brinkley from WKU PBS and 

Zack Couch from the Kentucky 

Division of Water were nominated 

for Kentucky Wild Rivers:  

Secrets of Discovery.

Director  
David Brinkley  
with Technical 

Director/Engineer 
Jordan Basham  

at  the 2014  
Emmy Awards.

WKU PBS has received nominations 

for 11 consecutive years, receiving 

the coveted award 17 times.
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IN THE COMMUNITY

IMPACT THROUGH OUR PARTICIPATION
WKU PBS feels that service requires participation on many levels including being an 

active participant in the communities that we serve.

Durbin Project
As an active participant within our university community we look to 

showcase events of significance taking place in our own backyard. In 

2010 we began archiving a presentation project that would span a 

five year period ending with the presentation of materials and results 

in 2014. The ‘Durbin Project’ is located at a 14.3 acre site owned by 

Habitat for Humanity Bowling Green-Warren County and is within the 

Jennings Creek watershed and Bowling Green city limits. It is designed 

to incorporate an integrated green infrastructure, high energy efficiency 

buildings, renewable energy, native plants and habitat restoration features, 

and sustainable agriculture practices. Only our sustained presence through public 

broadcasting enabled the multi-year commitment and stability needed to ensure proper 

documentation success.

Public and Private Media Partnerships
We are continuing to explore enhanced 

partnerships with regional public and private 

media groups. Regional organizations including 

Indiana university public media, Southern 

Illinois university public television, Louisville 

Public Media, WHAS-TV (Louisville), WTVQ-TV 

(Lexington), WLEX-TV (Lexington), WBKO-TV 

(Bowling Green) and Kentucky Educational 

Television have all benefitted from efficiently 

available facilities and equipment when needed 

to enhance their content flow.

National Media Distribution
We have enhanced production capabilities that 

make us a regional content distribution hub for 

national networks. We have provided content 

and production services in the interest of 

promoting Kentucky initiatives and individuals to 

several national networks including: Fox News, 

Fox College Sports, ESPN, ABC News, CNN, 

CBS News, the Discovery Channel, National 

Geographic, NBC Universal and PBS.
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FUTURE PLANS
Be on the lookout for more 

exciting and informative 

programs from us to you. 

We are putting the finishing 

touches on adding a nationally 

distributed lifestyle program 

called ‘Cooking 80/20’. 

Production is moving to 

Bowling Green from New 

York. Also, we are planning to 

distribute ‘Lost River Sessions’ 

nationally through the public 

broadcasting pipeline.

WKU PBS IN THE PRESENT  

AND INTO THE FUTURE
As a public media organization, 

WKU PBS is committed to 

engaging and serving our 

audience, contributing to our 

communities, and positively 

impacting life in South Central 

Kentucky by connecting people 

to each other and to the world. 

We are here to help by serving 

this community and telling the 

stories that matter. Our best 

work happens for you - and 

because of you.

Regional Economic Growth 
In 2014 we began a multi-year partnership with the 

Bowling Green Chamber of Commerce 

to enhance their ability to serve 

the economic growth 

needs of South-central 

Kentucky. This project 

provides enhanced 

content production 

to serve industrial, 

manufacturing, service 

and retail growth.

Partnerships with Area Schools
Showcasing the achievements of students from 

the counties in our coverage area has always 

been a priority to us. We will continue to 

offer enhanced production services 

to many area schools proud of their 

student successes. Dozens of hours of 

Kentucky high school athletic events 

are enhanced by our production facilities 

as well as multiple graduation and award 

ceremonies. 

Ginger Tomlinson 
and WKU Presidnet  
Gary Ransdell,  
2014.

Bill Nye takes time
for a group photo 
with the WKYU 
student crew.

Volunteers
Our volunteers are an essential part 

in helping us maintain and build 

community relationships and we are 

proud that they are recognized for 

the excellent work they do.



wkyupbs.org

800.599.2424

1906 College heights Blvd. #11034

Bowling Green, Kentucky

42101-1034

wkyutv@wku.edu


