
Rocky Mountain PBS Volunteer Bulletin  
April 2013 
Welcome to the April 2013 issue of the Volunteer Bulletin. Your must-read volunteer news arrives 
early in the month by email, bringing you Rocky Mountain PBS volunteer opportunities, news, 
history and events of interest. We welcome your comments, feedback and ideas! Email us at 
VolunteerBulletin@rmpbs.org. 
 
** To read in-depth information in each section – click on section titles 
                  Example: VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES – click here 
 
Volunteer Opportunities 
Denver  

• Auction Online Team Leader 
• Volunteers for Mental Health Town Hall:  “Growing Successful Children” 
• Station’s Archived Memories (SAM)  

o Looking for a Unique Volunteer Opportunity? 
o Help with SAM Displays at Events 

• Join the Rocky Mountain PBS Tour Guide Team! 
• Join Our On-Call Volunteer List 

Southern Colorado 
• Rocky Mountain PBS KIDS Fun Fest: June 8, 2013 
• Carpenter/Cabinet Maker to Build New Matchwits Set 
• Welcome Desk Volunteers at the Tim Gill Center and Other Opportunities 

 
Volunteer News  
Articles 

• Volunteer Board Update 
• Rocky Mountain PBS Garners Awards  
• Meet Craig Eliot the Master of Ceremonies for Matchwits 
• National Friends of Public Broadcasting - Membership As Advocacy 
• Tax Deductions for Volunteering 
• Meet Julie Muhovich, Volunteer Board Member 
• Meet Patricia Prevost, RMPBS Chief Development Officer 
• Marci and Stewart Lundy:  Volunteers Extraordinaire 

Volunteer Appreciation – Thanks For Your Support 
• Thank You to Pledge Volunteers 
• Thank You to Tour Guides 
• Thank You to “Behind the Scenes” Volunteers 
• Thank You to Community Cinema Volunteers 
• Thank You to the Zamboni-Riding Clifford 
• Volunteer Milestones Event Celebrates Rocky Mountain PBS Volunteers 
• KTSC Volunteer Luncheon 
• Tim Gill Center Volunteer Luncheon 

 
Events / Programming  
Events - Make Your Reservation NOW!  

• NewsMakers Luncheon and Be More Awards-April 24, 2013  featuring Patricia 
Harrison, president and CEO of The Corporation For Public Broadcasting, as keynote 
speaker. 
Location:  Hyatt Regency Hotel at the Colorado Convention Center (Denver) 
Reservations:  www.rmpbs.org/newsmakers  

• Rocky Mountain PBS Night at the Nuggets-April 14, 2013 
Game Time:  3pm at the Pepsi Center (Denver) 
Support Rocky Mountain PBS and buy discounted tickets ($5 from every sale goes to  
Rocky Mountain PBS).  Weblink 



• Community Cinema April – The Island President 
Maldives President Mohamed Nasheed is confronting a problem greater than any world 
leader has ever faced — the literal survival of his country and everyone in it. His is the 
most low-lying country in the world, and a minor rise in sea level would literally erase it 
from the map. 
Denver: Sunday, April 21 at 2pm 
Colorado Springs: Thursday, April 4 at 6PM  
Pueblo: Saturday, April 20 at noon 
Grand Junction: Wednesday, April 17 at 7PM 
Fruita: TBD 
Montrose:  Monday, April 8 at 7PM 
Steamboat Springs: TBD 
Durango: Wednesday, April 17 at 5:30PM 
Mancos: Thursday, April 18 at 7pm 
Aspen: TBD 
Telluride: Wednesday, April 17 at 6PM 

• Green River Raft Trip:  August 15-18, 2013 
Experience the pristine wilderness as you float through the beautiful canyons of Dinosaur 
National Monument.  Weblink 

Programming 
To check out programming  features and changes, go to the Rocky Mountain PBS website 
(www.rmpbs.org). On the website, you will be able to request our automatic weekly newsletter (e-
news) and monthly TV schedule (e-promo).  
 
History 
Volunteer Corps an Integral Part of Stations’ Success 
 

Volunteer Opportunities 
Denver 
Auction On-Line Team Leader 
We are beginning to organize our next auction online and have a volunteer opportunity available 
to lead this exciting venture.    
 
Components of the job include: 

• Skills: 
o must have good customer service stills 
o must be proficient in Microsoft Office (Word, Outlook, Excel) 
o must know how to do mail merges in Word/Excel 
o must be comfortable using, or learning, multiple web browsers, very basic HTML 

coding, and different web-based software 
o Sales experience is a plus, but not required 

• Duties: 
o Cultivate Auction Team Committee Chairs and Members of volunteers 

1. Acquisition 
2. Document Control 
3. Imaging  
4. Scripting 
5. Software Support - IT 

o Works closely with the membership staff to facilitate the transmission of data 
from AuctionAnything to membership database 

o Oversees the four ways to secure auction items and acts as a caging firm for all 
donations. 

o Answers calls and acts as in-house auction go-to person. 
o Trains volunteers on web-based program AuctionAnything and the contacts 

platform in Microsoft Outlook. 
o Trains volunteers on how to solicit auction items  



o Utilizes and updates supporting materials. 
 
This position will start immediately and will work a minimum of 15 hours per week; may require up 
to 40 hours per week closer to scheduled Auction Online dates. Independent organizational and 
acquisition work may be done from home, if preferred, but needs to have open communication 
with Volunteer Board members and staff. 
 
If you are interested in this position, please send a cover letter detailing how your qualifications 
match the position needs and your resume to: 
 
Betty Flaten, Volunteer Board, Vice President - bflaten@msn.com 
Susan Barber, Volunteer Coordinator – sbarber@rmpbs.org 
Louise Stephens, Membership Coordinator – louisestephens@rmpbs.org  
 
Volunteers for Mental Health Town Hall:  “Growing Successful Children” 
We’re looking for 5 volunteers to help with the exclusive town hall discussion, “Growing 
Successful Children” which focuses on mental health and wellness in families. Our keynote 
speaker is author Paul Tough, author of “How Children Succeed.” He will be joined by four other 
local health advocates, including former First Lady of Colorado, Jeannie Ritter.  
 
The event is Tuesday, May 21. The time commitment is from 4:15-7:45pm at the station located 
at 1089 Bannock Street, Denver.  Free parking is available in the lot adjacent to the station. 
 
If you are able to assist, please email Dana Schmidt (danaschmidt@rmpbs.org) with your name 
and telephone number (preferably your cell phone number).  This will be a very interesting 
discussion on one of the hottest topics of today.  
 
Station’s Archived Memories (SAM) Volunteer Opportunities  
Looking for a Unique Volunteer Opportunity at Rocky Mountain PBS? 
By Laura Sampson, SAM Marketing Chair 

 

 

Are you looking for a different 
RMPBS volunteer activity?  
Join the Station’s Archived 
Memories (aka SAM) 
volunteers at Rocky 
Mountain PBS. 

SAM is an entirely volunteer-
driven activity that welcomes 
new volunteers year-round.   
 
 
Volunteers are needed in the 

SAM Office at RMPBS during weekday business hours to do a variety of jobs: 
-‐ Scan historic photographs 
-‐ Scan station documents 
-‐ Do SAM data entry  
-‐ Help organize and store photographs 
-‐ Photograph memorabilia items 
-‐ Interview or transcribe* for Oral History (*Transcribing can be done from home) 
-‐ Be trained as a SAM Committee Leader 

 



To apply to volunteer for SAM or to learn more about Station’s Archived Memories, please 
contact SAM Chair, Donna Dickinson, in the SAM Volunteer office at 303-620-5734 or send an 
email to SAM@rmpbs.org 

Visit http://www.rmpbs.org/SAM to learn more about the remarkable accomplishments of the 
dedicated SAM volunteers. 
 
Volunteers Needed to Help With SAM Displays 
The Station’s Archived Memories (SAM) Display Committee is looking for those special 
volunteers who would love to participate in events at the station and show off the history of Rocky 
Mountain PBS through the wonderful photos and memorabilia from SAM.    
 
The average time spent is about two hours retrieving and storing items (this can be done a day or 
two ahead of the event), a half hour to an hour for setting up and taking down each display, and 
time spent at the actual event.  
 
We are in need of individuals who will be willing to work events during the day, at night or both.  
Most events are held at the station, though some “fairs” are held at other locations in Denver. 
 
There is a specific need for someone to cover events in July and the last two weeks of August. 
 
Training will include: selecting materials, creating an attractive display, caring for the items, and 
storing them after each event. Additionally, the training will familiarize the volunteers with the 
purpose of SAM, Rocky Mountain PBS history, and an understanding of photos and memorabilia 
used for displays. 
 
Skills preferred: 

• Be creative in setting up displays 
• Attention to detail 
• Organizational skills 
• Ability to keep good records 
• Be receptive to a two hour training 
• Have the ability to step into a project and carry it out when someone else cancels 
• Enjoy interacting with people and explaining the SAM artifacts to them 
• Have basic computer skills to retrieve materials electronically 

 
Number of Individuals Needed: two to three individuals who would be able to work events alone 
or with another person. 
 
To learn more about this volunteer opportunity please contact Betty Flaten at bflaten@msn.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Join the Rocky Mountain PBS Tour Guide Team! 

  



We need enthusiastic volunteers to serve as tour guides. If you enjoy talking with people, are 
flexible, and like to teach and learn, please consider being part of the Rocky Mountain PBS tour 
team. You must be available to provide tours during the weekday hours (We are not asking for 
tour guides to be available every day!)  We are the only TV station in town that provides tours to 
community groups and we host an average of three to four groups per month.  We love to have 
the public visit our station and learn more about us and about the industry. Our visitors range 
from children (lots of Boy Scout troops) to adults.  Additionally, we provide station tours for our 
elementary students who come to the station to tape Super School News. Super School News is 
a 30-year-old program where elementary schools from all over the state are invited to create and 
present a short newscast about their elementary schools.  Last year, 80 schools participated. To 
learn more, please contact Susan Barber at susanbarber@rmpbs.org  
 
 
Join Our On-Call Volunteer List 
We are building a short list of on-call volunteers who can occasionally help us fold and stuff 
Rocky Mountain PBS membership mail during weekday office hours as the need arises. If you’re 
open to being on such a list, please email Susan Barber at susanbarber@rmpbs.org and give her 
your contact information and availability. 
 
Southern Colorado 
Rocky Mountain PBS KIDS Fun Fest-Colorado Springs 
What: Rocky Mountain PBS KTSC KIDS Fun Fest 
When: Saturday, June 8, 2013, 10am–2pm 
Where: Acacia Park, downtown Colorado Springs 
Volunteer Time Request: 7:30am–3:30pm (we will have shifts determined by event needs) 
Duties: Park set-up, vendor area set-up w/ tables/chairs/tents, vendor load-in & set-up, Rocky 
Mountain PBS booth set-up & staff, lost child booth set-up & staff, vendor assistance throughout 
event, character handlers (2), entertainment assistance, trash assistance & clean-up, “and other 
duties”  
Sponsored By: Rocky Mountain PBS KTSC and Friends of Uncle Wilber (Uncle Wilber Fountain 
opening) 
# Volunteers Needed: 20  
Contact Keanna Smith, Rocky Mountain PBS KTSC, keannasmith@rmpbs.org, 719-630-
8800 (toll free) 719-418-5851 (Southern Colorado) 
 
Carpenter/Cabinet Maker to Build New Matchwits Set 
Are you a carpenter and/or cabinet maker with some time on your hands?  Or do you know 
someone who is and would enjoy donating his/her time and talent to Rocky Mountain PBS?  We 
have a special opportunity for that individual to build our new set for the award-winning 
“Matchwits” program.  “Matchwits” is a quiz program that features high school teams competing 
for prizes.  Please read below and contact Scott Jones (scottjones@rmpbs.org) for more 
information if you are interested. 
 
The final design has not been approved but concept pictures are below.  This is not the typical 
desk but would have to look good on three sides and the top and the back is designed for 
contestants who will be standing.  Cost of the materials will be covered by Rocky Mountain PBS.  
Ideally, this volunteer should live in the Pueblo/Colorado Springs area and the volunteer would 
need to travel to the Pueblo studio on the CSU-Pueblo campus several times.  Construction can 
take place at the studio in Pueblo if necessary.  There are a limited number of tools available.   
 
Hours are flexible.  Project needs to be completed by September 1, 2013. 
Design Concept: 



     
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome Desk Volunteers at the Tim Gill Center and Other Opportunities 
More of our volunteers are welcome to help with the front desk at the Tim Gill Center! This will 
continue to be a very important service to our community as we continue to accommodate an 
ever-increasing number of requests to use the facilities at the Tim Gill Center.  
 
The Southern Colorado branch of Rocky Mountain PBS is also seeking experienced volunteers to 
provide expertise in the following areas: 
 

• Grant Research: Help identify specific grant opportunities for the Tim Gill Center and 
KTSC-TV 

• Social Media: Provide best practice research, as well as help to keep our followers up-
to-date on current local news and happenings with the Tim Gill Center and Rocky 
Mountain PBS 

• Speakers Bureau for Local Outreach: We are looking for experienced professionals 
who are skilled at building and giving successful public presentations. Our goal is to 
speak to more people in our region about the exciting work we are doing in order to build 
our network of advocates and supporters. 

 
Also, please mark your calendars and save the date now for KIDS Fun Fest! It will be on 
Saturday, June 8. We will be providing additional information as it becomes available. 
 
Please contact Keanna Smith for more information on any of the above topics, 
keannasmith@rmpbs.org or (719) 418-5851. 
  
Articles 
Volunteer Board Update 
By Betty Flaten 
 
Often when I am speaking with volunteers who come to the station, complete their tasks, and go 
home until the next assignment comes along - they are unaware of our Volunteer Board and its 
function.  The Volunteer Board is the leadership team of the volunteer corps. The board 
implements and supervises volunteer functions, and handles all requests for volunteers. Lastly, 
the board is the communication tool between the volunteers and staff. 
 
How is this accomplished? Super School News, Station Archived Memories, Membership, 
Special Events, IT, Volunteer Development, and Communications have standing chair positions 
on the board. The chairs have their own committees who implement volunteer functions within 
their areas of responsibility. Other functions like KIDS Fun Fest and the Newsmakers Luncheon 
are annual events with their own chairs and groups of volunteers. Smaller events, like the 



“Downton Abbey” preview, are staffed with volunteers after a request is made by a staff member. 
There are five members–at-large on the Volunteer Board who often take charge of these smaller 
events. 
 
The RMPBS staff is represented at all board meetings, and gives input on station activities and 
works with volunteers to implement and carry out activities. 
 
According to board bylaws, the body of the board must meet quarterly at the least. Scheduling 
meetings, introducing new projects, and making sure special events are executed, is the charge 
of the executive committee.  It consists of the elected president, vice-president, and secretary. 
(Currently we are operating without a president and past presidents have volunteered to conduct 
scheduled meetings with the help of the vice president and secretary. The vice president is in 
charge of chairing the From the Heart Awards and Volunteer Recognition. New projects like the 
community ambassadors volunteer positions are suggested by the president and approved by the 
Board. 
 
It can be difficult to encourage volunteers to commit to leadership roles. In addition to president, 
we are in need of chairs for Membership, Volunteer Development, and IT. In the near future we 
are going to experience a lack of trained and experienced leadership in SSN and SAM. The 
problem has caused the board to look at new ways of developing leadership, new ways of 
streamlining the current board positions and also developing new means of communication. 
 
We encourage you to step forward if you feel committed to RMPBS and to assuming a leadership 
role. Stay tuned for more updates on your RMPBS Volunteer Board.   
Contact: Betty Flaten, Volunteer Board, Vice President - bflaten@msn.com 
Susan Barber, Volunteer Coordinator – sbarber@rmpbs.org 
 

Volunteer Board of Directors 2012 – 2013 
Vice President – Betty Flaten 

Secretary – Sandy Gerulat 
Station Archived Memories SAM – Donna Dickinson, Chair 

Super School News – Leslie Smith and Janet Weisheit, Co-Chairs 
Communications – Christine Ellison, Chair 

Special Events – Marti Van Wagenen and Laura Van Wagenen Birdsill, Co-Chairs 
Members-at-Large – H. Christine Allums, Cheryl Leyba, Julie Muhovich, Nancy Olivas, and 

Jeanne Sanchez 
 
Rocky Mountain PBS Garners Awards  
Congratulations to Scott Jones (producer) and the “Matchwits” team for receiving the award for 
“Best Mini-Documentary or Series” from the Colorado Broadcasters Association.  “Matchwits” has 
been going strong for 28 years. 
 
And, congratulations to Cynthia Hessin, Rocky Mountain PBS executive producer.  On July 13, 
Cynthia will be honored with a Silver Circle Award from the National Association of Television 
Arts and Sciences, Heartland Chapter.  The Silver Circle Award is given to broadcasters with 25 
years of experience who have made a significant impact on journalism and the community.  As 
Doug Price stated, “Cynthia is so deserving of this award and demonstrates the highest level of 
her craft for Rocky Mountain PBS every single day!” 
 
Meet Craig Eliot the Master of Ceremonies for “Matchwits” 

Craig Eliot is very, very special to Rocky Mountain PBS.  For 
seven years, he has been the personable and dedicated 
master of ceremonies for “Matchwits.”  “Matchwits," produced 
by Rocky Mountain PBS station KTSC-TV in Pueblo, is a 
weekly, high school academic quiz program taped in the Buell 
Communications Center on the CSU-Pueblo campus.  This 
year, “Matchwits will be shown state-wide for the first time. 
 



Craig loved quiz shows and grew up watching them.  One of his favorites was “Jeopardy.”  He 
has always  loved “Matchwits” and watched it  when he first moved to Colorado in 1995.  The 
long-time host was J. Ralph Carter, a co-worker of Craig’s at KOAA-TV. He told Wynona Sullivan 
(then Manager at KTSC-TV) that if J. Ralph ever retired he would love to audition for the position 
of quiz master. Mr. Carter did retire and the rest is history.  
 
Craig marvels at the intellect and the wit of the students who participate in “Matchwits.”  He 
reminds us that these students “give us all hope for the future.  Too often we hear about what is 
'wrong' with kids these days but they exemplify what is 'right'!”  The benefits of the show to the 
schools, communities and state are many.  There is certainly entertainment value.  People sit at 
home and try to answer the questions before the students do.  It builds school pride that extends 
to the communities.  The game can also be a bit of a geography lesson for viewers.  They learn 
about parts of the state that may not be familiar to them.  Finally, “Matchwits” builds partnerships 
between Rocky Mountain PBS and companies who support the program.   
 
And, if viewers have ever wondered about how the quiz questions are developed, Craig states 
that the majority of questions are developed by a company and are purchased.  But, there are 
some questions that are written by Craig and others based on current events or popular culture. 
 
Craig Eliot was the morning/noon meteorologist at KOAA-TV, the NBC affiliate in Colorado 
Springs/Pueblo, Colorado. Originally from Seattle, Washington, Craig came to KOAA-TV in 
December of 1995. He started in weather working for CBS in Wichita Falls, Texas in 1994. He 
completed his certification in Meteorology from Mississippi State University. Prior to that, he 
received his undergraduate degree in Radio/Television and Film from the University of North 
Texas. During his free time, Craig spends countless hours speaking to children and civic groups 
about the weather. He is a board member for several different non-profit organizations and 
donates many of his weekends to causes ranging from the MDA to the Humane Society. When 
he is not working, Craig enjoys traveling, mountain biking, backpacking, skiing and cooking. Craig 
says, “For me, and my interests in weather, Colorado is an amazing place to live and work!” 
 
Most recently, he received the Harry W. Roth Public Service Award from the Colorado 
Broadcasters Association.  To quote Craig, “I am very humbled and proud to have won the Harry 
Roth Award. I take pride in my role in working in the community for more than 25 years...first in 
Texas and here since 1995.  I have done motivational speaking and volunteering for schools, 
non-profits, civic organizations, for those with mental illness and even in prisons.   My motto's are, 
 ‘You get what you give!’ and ‘The best things in life....aren't things’ “ 
 
National Friends of Public Broadcasting - Membership As Advocacy 
Membership as advocacy speaks positively of an individual’s commitment, involvement, and 
support of an organization.  National Friends of Public Broadcasting (NFPB) is a nationwide 
organization whose mission advocates volunteerism within public broadcasting through 
leadership, education, training, membership and recognition.  I urge our volunteers at Rocky 
Mountain PBS to view the website www.nfpb.org and check out the many benefits of NFPB. You 
may become a member for $25.00, which will give you access to all the latest electronic 
information about what is happening in public broadcasting, including projects for advocacy. 
 
The website was created by Rocky Mountain PBS volunteer board member and trustee of NFPB, 
Laura Sampson. Laura has designed a user-friendly site with access to Facebook and Twitter 
too. Go to “Membership” to sign up, and check out the topics at the top of the page to find 
information about NFPB events, awards, projects and advocacy.  
 
Rocky Mountain PBS volunteers will take a special interest in the “Projects” category. Go to 
“Volunteer Activities and Projects” and check out the SAM article about our very own “Station 
Archived Memories SAM” project. This section gives RMPBS volunteers ideas about projects 
other stations around the country are implementing. 
 
The “Advocacy” section is  being set up at this time so keep checking for updates on the topics 
that will be developed.  This area will have the latest APTS updates, suggested plans that public 



media supporters can use, and letters to congress.  It will also have the current legislative issues 
related to public media and what stations are doing to encourage active support for public media 
funding. (We will have more on the last two topics in future articles in this newsletter.) 
 
Become familiar with the website before we begin using it as a tool for active advocacy at Rocky 
Mountain PBS.  And, don’t forget to click on “membership” and join! 
 

Tax Deductions for Volunteering 
By Carolyn Clemmer-Smith   
 
Taxes. We all say we don't like them, and yet when potholes get bigger, the afterschool programs 
are shortened or abolished, or, heaven forbid, funding is cut to our PBS station, we get upset. 
Yes, taxes do serve a purpose in a civilized society. The history of taxes throughout the world is 
quite interesting, appalling and funny depending on your perspective. You can check out some of 
them here: http://www.taxworld.org/History/TaxHistory.htm  
 
Some of these seem rather antiquated -- like having a tax inspector in your home checking up on 
how much cooking oil you’ve been using!?! Yes, we’ve come a long way. 
 
What I want to share with you is some information I got from an intriguing woman last spring while 
I was volunteering at the National Friends of Public Broadcasting conference at the downtown 
Sheraton. She told me that, “Volunteers can take off their taxes, expenses for getting to and from 
the place of said nonprofit and their home.” I wanted to check this out before the dreaded April 15 
deadline, so I googled “IRS, tax deduction for volunteers,” and found this: 
 
“Yes, you can deduct the costs of gas and oil that are directly related to getting to and from the 
place where you volunteer. If you do not want to figure your actual costs, you can deduct 14 
cents for each mile.” You can read more on the following website: 
www.irs.gov/publications/p17/ch24.html 
 
Fourteen cents per mile doesn't sound like much. But, when you've been traveling so many miles 
year-in and year-out, it could just be worth it to track those miles. I suggest a little notebook that 
stays in the car or in your pocket if you’re taking public transportation. Write down the date and 
the reading from the car’s odometer and then when you get home, note the reading again or the 
date and price of your ticket. When multiplied out over the year, it could be worth the little effort it 
takes. 
 
Think of the myriad of ways you could spend or save those dollars. Perhaps you'd like to splurge 
on a lunch out, ink for your printer, or better yet a few exclusive DVDs from one of your favorite 
PBS shows, or an extra donation to your other favorite charity. 
 
If you do your own taxes, look at section 17 at IRS.org. Otherwise take your miles in to your tax 
accountant. Even if you only tracked them one way, say from home to where you volunteer once, 
you can still deduct by multiplying by 2 for round trip and then multiply by the number of 
volunteering days you’ve given to Rocky Mountain PBS or another nonprofit organization. 
Remember too, that you can click on SUPPORT, then VOLUNTEER, then REPORT YOUR 
HOURS, or just click here  
http://www.rmpbs.org/content/index.cfm/fuseaction/showContent/contentID/173/navID/162 to 
figure out your past days and hours of volunteering. Go through the prompts to see your 
timesheet. Good luck! 
 
Meet Julie Muhovich, Volunteer Board Member 
By Betty Flaten 

 
 
Volunteer time is often family time for Julie Muhovich, 
RMPBS Volunteer Board Member-at-Large. Julie 
comes from a family of loving parents who taught their 
children to be good caring individuals. She has five 



brothers and sisters and eleven nieces and nephews, all of whom enjoy hanging out together. 
Volunteering at Rocky Mountain PBS has been part of their hangouts over the past 15+ years.  
“When Julie comes to work in catering she brings family to help and we love them all,” says staff 
member, Julie Charles.   
 
Julie began her volunteer career at the station as one of six volunteers who always took the 
Sunday morning pledge shift. The group of women had a great time, and that was when Julie first 
became hooked on volunteering. She moved on to Volunteer Chair for Pledge and Volunteer 
Chair for Catering during the years of Live Auction. 
 
It’s a three generation scene when her family comes to the station. Aunts Su and Judy Morrison 
have volunteered for years and Julie has also introduced nieces, Kate and Sara Bartell, to 
volunteering. Sisters Ellen and Beth also show up, as do her sorority sisters from Beta Sigma Phi. 
 
The most fun Julie has is working in catering. “You feed the volunteers, they love you, and 
everyone is happy,” states Julie. 
 
When Live Auction went away in 2009, so did Julie, though she kept in touch with many of the 
people at RMPBS. Sharon Lipsey, president of the Volunteer Board then asked Julie to return as 
a member-at-large. She now volunteers for many evening events, has assumed a leadership role, 
and will recruit volunteers for the 2013 KIDS Fun Fest. 
 
Julie’s life away from the station began in Leadville, Colorado, where she spent her first 15 years. 
The family moved to Lakewood where she graduated from Lakewood High School and went on to 
receive an Associate Degree from Community College of Denver. She recently received her BS 
in Business Management from the University of Phoenix. She says the hardest part of that 
degree was learning to read texts online. Her entire career has been spent in accounting at 
various businesses and corporations. When downsizing occurs, accountants are let go and Julie 
moves on to another company. 
 
She lives in Lakewood with Malakai, her black cat and Nosy Nellie, a stray cat that hopes to 
become a permanent member of the family. Work, volunteering and family take up most of her 
time, though she enjoys the occasional jaunt to Black Hawk with a group of friends. 
 
Julie finds the people the best part of volunteering. She confesses that she is not one for idle 
chatter, but instead wants to have purposeful work and meaningful conversations. She is able to 
find both at Rocky Mountain PBS. Julie would encourage volunteers to become involved and stay 
involved as it is necessary for the future of volunteer participation in public media. 
 
Meet Patricia Prevost, RMPBS Chief Development Officer 

 
Patricia Prevost is Rocky Mountain PBS’ Chief Development Officer, responsible 
for an annual budget of over $7 million. She manages membership (direct mail, 
on-air and online fundraising, telemarketing, and door-to-door canvassing) as 
well as major gifts and planned giving. She joined the staff as part of the senior 
management team in January 2013. 
 
Patty comes to Rocky Mountain PBS with extensive development and marketing 
experience at KVOD in its commercial days, Colorado Public Radio and WRTI, a 

jazz and classical music public radio station in Philadelphia. A Rocky Mountain PBS member 
herself, she is delighted to use her commitment to Colorado and to public media to help grow 
membership support. 
 
“Public media in Colorado is headed in a new and exciting direction, and Rocky Mountain PBS is 
leading the way. I want to play a significant role in helping the organization grow in a way that will 
support our expanded vision.” 
 
Patty sees volunteers as an integral part of Rocky Mountain PBS’s mission and its fundraising 
work.  “Volunteers increase the energy and the connection between viewers and the organization. 



When you tell someone you volunteer for Rocky Mountain PBS, it always starts a conversation. 
Volunteers build our community! And of course, in the thousands of hours volunteers so 
generously give us every year, they enhance our capabilities. We can’t do our jobs without them!” 
 
Marci and Stewart Lundy - Volunteers Extraordinaire 
Marci and Stewart Lundy saw the Rocky Mountain PBS building on Bannock street quite a few 
times before they decided to go inside. Then one morning, a year-and-a-half ago, their curiosity 
finally got the better of them. The rest is volunteering history.  
 
Since that first day, Marci and Stewart have been regular Pledge Drive volunteers. The two work 
as greeters, hand out badges, and help other Pledge volunteers find their way around. They find 

volunteering at RMPBS to be a pleasure, 
especially considering that they used to watch 
PBS as children, and are now able to be a 
part of something they enjoyed so much in the 
past.  
 
Stewart is a day trader, and Marci is starting 
up her own organic body products shop called 
303 Face & Body. They’ve been married for a 
year, together for four, and have been living in 
Colorado since 2010. Marci describes herself 
as shy - “I can be painfully shy,” she says. 
When I ask if Stewart is the same way, she 
laughs and replies, “Oh no.” 
 
Marci says one of the most fulfilling parts of 
volunteering at RMPBS is the friendships that 
they have made. “I love the environment. The 

people are just the sweetest,” she says. In addition to volunteering as a greeter during Pledge, 
Marci also works the Pledge phone banks, and does volunteer photography for RMPBS. While 
Marci is answering phones during Pledge, Stewart can often be found with the production team – 
something that she says is a habit from when he used to work at BET.  
 
They count “Newshour” and “Antiques Road Show” as some of their favorite programs. “We’re 
definitely PBS people,” says Marci. 
 
Volunteer Appreciation —Thank You for Your Support! 
Thank You Pledge Volunteers 
March was a blur of volunteers, food, cameras, producers, phones and ENERGY!!!! From March 
4-14, volunteers and staff worked as a seamless team to bring our live pledge period to the 
viewing audience.  We raised hundreds of thousands of dollars and had a good time doing it.  
The “pledge village” is populated by so many volunteers and staff who focus on the task at hand.  
Rocky Mountain PBS cannot do our live, on-air pledge drives without the support of over 100 
volunteers.  The time, energy, talent and good-humor donated by volunteers to Rocky Mountain 
PBS is priceless. Volunteers worked approximately 550 hours over this two-week period.  We are 
grateful to the following volunteers for their boundless support: 
 
Individual Volunteers 
Pete Schmidt—is the volunteer co-chair for our pledge drives and he is on-air talent.  
Special thanks to Pete for his cool, calm and patient leadership! 
 
Marilyn Tyler 



Vicki Childs 
Mary King 
Marci Lundy 
Stewart Lundy 
Pat Olson 
Lindsey McGee 
Jerry Kasten  
Jean Chrest 
Jill Maxwell 
Bettye Clement 
Rick Holtzmann 
Nick Holtzmann 
Myron Bosch 
Willie Jones 
Denise Gibe 
Linda Miyamoto 
Sheryl Steuart 
Meredith Gabow 
Gene Harris 
 
Phone Bank Teams 
Boulder Running Company 
Greg Dach 
Annaliza Dach 
Nikki Spurgiesz 
Collette Schvenegge 
Kirk Blais 
Frank Dach 
Cristina (No last name---sorry!) 
 
Chalat/Hadden/Koupal/Banker 
Dawn Rannells 
Michelle Perez 
Linda Chalat 
Rachel Chalat 
Russell Hatten 
Jim Chalat 
Steve McWhirter 
Evan Banker 
Sharman Knutson 
Shelley Woodson 
 
Castle Pines Connection 
Patte Smith 
Greg Smith 
Bob Wiebold 
Terri Wiebold 
Kathy Dunker 
Amy Shanahan 
Lisa Nichlanovich 
Sharon Kollmar 
Heidi Lewellyn 
Julie Montoya 
Liane Davis 
Lisa Crockett 
Cindy Cranstone 
Tim Gamble 
Sandy Gamble 



 
Canine Partners of the Rockies 
Special Thanks to our Four-footed Volunteers:  Emma & Hudson 
Tamara Garcia 
DeAnn Reher 
Sadie Reher 
Jorian Stucky 
Stephanie Minck 
Bill Douglas 
John Lookabill 
Lynne Thielen 
Theresa Gordon 
Lauren Klopfenstein 
Sam Reiser 
Phyllis Hammond 
 
Davis Graham & Stubbs LLP 
Ron Levine 
Chris Richardson 
Michael Snider 
Zach Detra 
Trent Martinet 
Ben Strawn 
Anna-Liisa Mullis 
Dave Neslin 
Sam Niebrugge 
Debbie Schoonover 
Terry Miller 
Jenna Butler 
Craig Gleaton 
 
Kokoro Restaurant 
Belen Resendez 
Maylis Torito 
Kristian Cherry 
Clare Gaudette 
Dona Sam 
Masaru Torito 
Sherry Weston 
Geri Meiveis 
Maria Rodriguez 
Hope Lopez 
 
KUVO and KVJZ Public Radio 
Ruby Romero 
Calvin McCoy 
Tom Emmons 
Kate Sydney 
Kristi Thenhaus 
Susie Miller 
Robbie Martinez 
Glenn Hanley 
Michael Wulfsohn 
Sherry Weston 
Steve Charis 
Ed Walton 
Arvida Rascon 
Yvonne Hernandez 



 
Single Volunteers of Greater Denver 
Marla True 
Darin Stavish 
Dawn Greenberg 
Eileen Hunt 
Sally Scaman 
Jo Martin 
Brownwyn Gallagher 
Blair Crimmen 
Mike Faber 
Helen Guarneri 
Jane Stanfield 
Barbara Spiller  
Debra Tobin 
Eileen Hunt 
 
Thank You to Tour Guides-Denver Station 
Thanks go to our wonderful tour guides, Cynthia Nagel, Heather Mackinnon and Olive Aithie-
Wilkison for leading such informative and fun tours for visitors to Rocky Mountain PBS.  They 
delight visitors from ages 6 to 80 years old! 
 
Thank You to “Behind the Scenes” Volunteers 
On Tuesday evening, March 5, we welcomed 65 new members to the station for a meet, greet 
and station tour. Thanks to our wonderful volunteers, attendees enjoyed tasteful snacks, a display 
by Station’s Archived Memories and a behind-the-scenes tour of the station and live, on-air 
pledge program.  Thanks go to volunteers Betty Flaten, Marti Van Wagenen and Luis Antunez 
for making this such a delightful evening! 
 
Thank You to Denver’s Community Cinema Volunteers 
On Sunday, March 17, attendees to the film “Wonder Women-The Untold Story of 
American Superheroines” were greeted and registered by volunteers Sandra Rolens 
and Jean Chrest. Thanks to Sandra and Jean for donating their Sunday afternoon to 
Community Cinema! 
 
Thank You to the Zamboni-Riding Clifford 

 
What would a Rocky Mountain PBS Night at 
the Avalanche be without Clifford the Big 
Red Dog? 
 
On Sunday, March 24, the Avalanche played 
Vancouver and, sadly, were defeated.  The 
triumph of the evening belonged to our 
volunteer Stella Sewald who filled the role of 
Clifford.  She courageously donned the 
costume and climbed onto the zamboni and 
managed to remain on the zamboni, despite 
the very small seat. The Clifford costume 
has a padded derriere and remaining seated 
is a challenge.  The fear was that Clifford 
might be splattered onto the ice. Stella was 

stalwart.  We thank her for bringing this signature PBS character to life, delighting hockey 
fans…..young and old.  Thanks Stella and thanks to our wonderful photographer, Rick 
Holtzmann. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Volunteer Milestones Event Celebrates Rocky Mountain PBS Volunteers 
As told by Carolyn Clemmer-Smith 
 

“The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others.” 
Ghandi 

 
 
Friday, March 22, was the Volunteer Milestones 
celebration for Rocky Mountain PBS volunteers. 
Studio A was nicely set up with 16 feet of food 
laden tables. At another set of tables, baristas 
offered wines and other libations to set the night 
off. Big Bird stood waiting amongst the trees next 
to a table of pansies, creating a nice splash of 
color. People dressed in festive clothing milled 
around eating, making small and big talk and 
introducing their spouses. 
 

Soon we were asked to sit. Susan Barber, special events and volunteer coordinator, thanked and 
praised all volunteers, present or not. She started out by saying "We are honored that you choose 
to give your time here at Rocky Mountain PBS. You are critical to the success of this station."The 
delight and dedication of volunteers never ceases to amaze her.  
 
Susan was followed by Gary Drews, Chair, Governing Board of Rocky Mountain PBS.  Gary 
stated that he was humbled by the size of the event. He talked of the scale of passion, the size of 
heart, the totality of volunteers’ hearts leaning into the total self, which is central to every aspect 
we give to Rocky Mountain PBS.  Mr. Drews mentioned his son to illustrate the dimensions which 
Rocky Mountain PBS enters into his son’s life and therefore it is logical to conclude enters into 
many lives in the Front Range. He stated that although his son has now moved to YouTube as 
his source of entertainment and education, his values are healthy because of having been 
exposed at an early age to Rocky Mountain PBS's programming.  
 
Here he paused and, with much joy, shared that we are adding KUVO/ KVJZ Public Radio into 
our (fabulous) family. “We now stand far apart from the rest of the media world. We are layering 
in, cross-pollinating” but we need more volunteers to reach throughout our state, as volunteers 
really do and can make a difference.  
 
Harris Ravine, Chief Operating Officer, upon taking the mic said "Ditto. One word: Ditto." He 
stated that 15,000 hours had been donated, which is an equivalent worth  of $300,000. He went 
on to say that the evening’s program is a thank you to our all our volunteers. He ended with a 
funny analogy.  “Noah's Arc was built by volunteers but the Titanic was built with paid labor." 
Needless to say, the audience clapped. 
 
Tina Cartagena, Director of Marketing and Development for KUVO/KVJZ Public Radio, came next 
describing KUVO 89.3 FM as an alternative voice bringing jazz, Native American  
music and High School Collegiate Series. She invited volunteers to visit KUVO at the station 
located at 29th and Welton streets. She looks forward to the work of the combined volunteer force 
of Rocky Mountain PBS volunteers and KUVO volunteers.  We heard her promise wine, music, 
and gourmet food in the summer! 



  
Lastly, Laura Frank of I-News spoke. Hers is a small team of talented journalists who do in-depth 
research on big issues with statewide importance, but with local impact. She mentioned several 
issues they had delved into and were able to change, such as  commercial ventures getting 
agricultural tax breaks that were designed for ranchers (not condos et al), local doctors being paid 
by big drug companies, and helping those with disabilities stay in their homes and live 
independent lives. With such exposure, good change has replaced bad practice. “Losing Ground” 
is the most recent project.  Laura invited us with these words: "There are all kinds of volunteer 
opportunities.  You might have some ideas that we haven't thought of.  How's that for increased 
motivation to volunteer for Rocky Mountain PBS? 
 
Before the awards were handed out, Betty Flatten, Vice President of the Rocky Mountain PBS 
Volunteer Board, added her own words of thanks to all of us and to Rocky Mountain PBS as well. 
She is an awe- inspiring woman who keeps her sense of humor and perspective. Betty expressed 
her gratitude to the fabulous volunteers who planned this celebration including Jean Chrest, 
Marti Van Wagenen, Jill Maxwell, Judy Lester Smith, Julie Muhovich, Lis Lord, Jeanne 
Sanchez and volunteer photographer Rick Holtzmann. 
    
I’d like to conclude by saying that it was an honor to see and meet some of you and feel your 
good energy. Please forgive me if I didn’t capture everyone’s marvelous words of thanks and 
praise and descriptions of what is and will be happening. So many words, so many thoughts, so 
many concepts flew at me that I couldn’t possibly capture each and every one of them. I hope 
that the enthusiasm and growth of Rocky Mountain PBS that was conveyed that evening came 
across for you here.  
 
Congratulations to the 2013 Volunteers Achieving Milestones in Service 
100+ Hours 
Krista Anderson, Mary Jo Beggs, Diane Bullock, Carolyn Clemmer-Smith, Priscilla Dow, Marissa 
Frost, Robert Goldhamer, Mark Hahm, Kimberly Matthews, Jill Maxwell, Imelda McLaughlin, 
Diane Muller, Kevin Percival 
200+Hours 
Margaret Dong, Thomas Muja, Diane Timothy, Karen Zoltenko 
300+Hours 
Olive Aithie-Wilkison, Christen Allums, Sandra Gerulat, Janet Lytton 
400+Hours 
Lorraine Brown 
500+Hours 
Diane Bergeron 
600+Hours 
Lloyd Anderson, Vicki Childs, Anne Christner, Betty Flaten, Rita Lieberman 
1000+Hours 
Mervin Guy 
1500+Hours 
Patricia Amadeo, Leslie Smith, Dana Thompson, Janet Weisheit 
2000+Hours 
Andy Starcevich 
2500+Hours 
Myron Bosch 
3500+Hours 
Sharon Lipsey 
4000+Hours 
Bob Thompson 
4500+Hours 
Ruth Smith 
6000+Hours 
Pat Hoeft 
Summit Award:  10,000+Hours 
Buzz Sampson 



 

            
Mark Hahm  Carolyn Clemmer-Smith  Jill Maxwell       Karen Zoltenko     Diane Timothy 
 
 

             
               Sandy Gerulat           Anne Christner  Rita Lieverman  Lloyd Anderson  
       Betty Flaten 
 

                
      Leslie Smith     Dana Thompson    Bob Thompson 
 

            
                 Ruth Smith     Pat Hoeft 
 
 
KTSC Volunteer Luncheon  
KTSC hosted a Volunteer Luncheon on March 1, and had 15 past and current volunteers 
attended the event. Amanda Mountain, KTSC Station Manager, used the luncheon as an 
opportunity to update the volunteers on happenings at KTSC and at Rocky Mountain PBS.  This 



event also served to share the exciting news about “Matchwits” (a high school quiz program 
produced out of KTSC) launching a statewide competition in the fall of 2013. 

 
 
Pictured from left to right: Mary Swearingen, Samuel Ebersole, Pam Beeman, Ashley Valdez, 
Wynona Sullivan, Kacki Brown, Sharon Cook, Bonnie Aube, Bob Keller, Marilyn Henrikson, Sally 
Keller, Rose Jubert, Caroline Hajek, and Amanda Mountain. Thanks!  
 
“Matchwits” has been produced for 28 years at the KTSC studio and has been wildly popular with 
schools in the Southern Colorado region. The Southern Colorado staff is excited to be expanding 
this opportunity to schools across the state. Volunteers will play a crucial role in helping to make 
the statewide completion a reality!  The final 16 teams in the competition will descend on the 
CSU-Pueblo Campus and the KTSC studio for a weekend in November for the on-air competition. 
 
The news was met with a round of applause from the volunteers - after which, many signed up to 
help with the event in the fall. Thank you to our wonderful volunteers! 

Tim Gill Center Volunteer Luncheon 
The Tim Gill Center for Public Media 
hosted a Volunteer Luncheon on 
Friday, March 15. A great group of 12 
welcome desk and event volunteers 
attended the luncheon. Keanna 
Smith, Business & Special Projects 
Manager, used this event as a way to 
thank and get feedback from the 
volunteer staff. Amanda Mountain, 
Tim Gill Center Executive Director, 
used the time to update the 
volunteers on the vision for the Tim 
Gill Center. 

A very big thank you to our volunteer 
staff, who truly make a difference and 
help to increase our presence in the 

Colorado Springs community!  
 
Thank you: Kay Davis, Karen Gale, C.J. Moore, Cathy Reilly, Diana Love, Margo Hatton, 
Barb Vail, Dee Fowler, Ashley McIntyre, and Judy Cross.  
 



Events / Programming  
Events - Make Your Reservation NOW!  

• NewsMakers Luncheon and Be More Awards-April 24, 2013  featuring Patricia 
Harrison, president and CEO of The Corporation For Public Broadcasting, as keynote 
speaker. 
Location:  Hyatt Regency Hotel at the Colorado Convention Center (Denver) 
Reservations:  www.rmpbs.org/newsmakers  

• Rocky Mountain PBS Night at the Nuggets-April 14, 2013 
Game Time:  3pm at the Pepsi Center (Denver) 
Support Rocky Mountain PBS and buy discounted tickets ($5 from every sale goes to  
Rocky Mountain PBS).  Weblink 

• Community Cinema April – The Island President 
Maldives President Mohamed Nasheed is confronting a problem greater than any world 
leader has ever faced — the literal survival of his country and everyone in it. His is the 
most low-lying country in the world, and a minor rise in sea level would literally erase it 
from the map. 
Denver: Sunday, April 21 at 2pm 
Colorado Springs: Thursday, April 4 at 6PM  
Pueblo: Saturday, April 20 at noon 
Grand Junction: Wednesday, April 17 at 7PM 
Fruita: TBD 
Montrose:  Monday, April 8 at 7PM 
Steamboat Springs: TBD 
Durango: Wednesday, April 17 at 5:30PM 
Mancos: Thursday, April 18 at 7pm 
Aspen: TBD 
Telluride: Wednesday, April 17 at 6PM 

• Green River Raft Trip:  August 15-18, 2013 
Experience the pristine wilderness as you float through the beautiful canyons of Dinosaur 
National Monument.  Weblink 

Programming 
To check out programming features and changes, go to the Rocky Mountain PBS website 
(www.rmpbs.org). On the website, you will be able to request our automatic weekly newsletter (e-
news) and monthly TV schedule (e-promo).  
 

History 
Volunteer Corps an Integral Part of Stations’ Success 
By Anne Marshall Christner for the SAM Project 
 
Although there was not an official organization of volunteers at KRMA until 1970, the station has 
called upon volunteers for specific help from its inception. KRMA needed money to begin 
broadcasting, so the Council for Public Television turned to Denver Parent-Teacher organizations 
in 1954 to recruit 30,000 volunteers who would go from door to door in a general residential 
campaign to raise the money needed to begin operations. 
 
The next fund drive that enlisted volunteer help was not until 1961. The first membership drive 
was held in 1963-64, when the station turned to neighborhood, civic, and charitable organizations 
to have their members help “spread the word” about supporting educational TV. 
 
The auction was introduced in 1966, with the understanding that its success would depend on a 
well-structured volunteer organization. That first auction had more than 1,000 volunteers who 
helped solicit donated items to be auctioned. By 1970, the auction had 1,500 volunteers. 
 
In 1970, Volunteer Coordinator Trudy Fowler announced the formation of a Ladies Aid Society at 
Channel 6 to help with membership drives. The initial chair was Mrs. Robert Landrum, and the 
1970 drive had 3,000 volunteers conducting door-to-door solicitations. 
 



By April 1972, the volunteer corps was called the Channel 6 Lady Bugs. 
 
Dolores Tidrick, one of the top volunteers at KRMA, was elected chair of the National Friends of 
Public Broadcasting. National Friends was formed in 1971 to bring together volunteer 
representatives from the public broadcasting stations for the purpose of exchanging ideas about 
effective ways to develop citizen support, raise money, build station membership, and create and 
maintain a corps of volunteers. 
 
Another Channel 6 volunteer, Molly O’Connell, received the 1986 Elizabeth Campbell 
Outstanding Public TV Volunteer Award from the National Friends of Public Broadcasting. Cora 
Wall won the same award in 1987, along with an award for outstanding creativity in fundraising. 
Amy Walters and Laura Hoganson were recognized by the national group in 1988 for their work 
on station promotion. Suzie Robinson and Diane Papedo served on the Friends board during this 
same period. In fact, the Volunteer Vision announced in its June 2002 issue that RMPBS had 
won more national volunteer leadership awards than any other public television station. 
 
Such involvement did not stop in 2002; 24-year RMPBS volunteer Donna Dickinson received the 
2011 Public Volunteer Award from the National Friends for Public Broadcasting. Ms. Dickinson 
was recognized for the impact of her work at both the local and national levels. She has chaired 
membership drives, special events, the volunteer board, Super School News, and the Station’s 
Archived Memories (SAM) project, and has served as a trustee on the Board of Directors for the 
National Friends of Public Broadcasting. 
 
PBS stations have acknowledged volunteers as significant contributors through a half-hour 
program featuring the Lady Bugs volunteer corps televised in November 1977, and through a 
series of short spots released on the air about individual volunteers. Additionally, the stations 
have kept track of volunteer hours, first to help leverage funding from Educational TV Community 
Service grants, and later to show the economic value of those hours. 
 
For example, the number of volunteer hours logged in 1979-1980 was 83,000. Funds from such 
matching federal grants brought in by the volume of volunteer hours yielded $343,000 in 1987, 
when Channel 6 had more than 2,000 volunteers who participated in fundraising and other 
promotional activities for the station. Volunteer hours for 2000 were valued at more than 
$800,000. 
 
The Lady Bugs name was changed to “volunteers” for Channel 6 in 1978. 
 
A survey of volunteers administered in 1991 found that the vast majority of 225 respondents felt 
that they and their efforts were valued and that their service counted toward the station’s success. 
After KTSC in Pueblo and KRMJ in Grand Junction joined the Rocky Mountain PBS network, we 
learned in Denver that those stations had always had active volunteers to help them reach their 
missions. 
 


